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To the Honourable 


HAMILTON BOYLE, 


Student of Chrift-Church College. 
n OX FORD. 


My dear Hamitton, 


} Want no motive to gratify 
ee your requeft of hearing often 
from me, efpecially as your 
® letters always give mea par- 
ticular pleafure. I read them over not 
only with the fondnefs of a father, but 
with the affection of a friend. They re- 
vive in my mind, the agreeable hours 
which attend a ftudious life, in that 
elegant feat of the mufes, from whence 
they are dated. In fuch a fituation, 
amidft the beft authors, and in a free 
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2 © REMARKS'ON THE LIFE“ 
convérfation with men of letters, you 
will ‘be able to adorn your mind; and 
give it a ferene and a juft way of think- 
ing: And I fhall have the happinefs not 
only of feeing you forming yourfelf every 
day for public life, but rendered more 
eapable of exerting your faculties, with 
dignity and advantage to your country, 
and with a rifing reputation’ tor yourfelf. 

For my own part, early difappoint- 
ments, the perplexed ftate of my affairs, 
an indifferent {tate of health, and many 
untoward incidents, all contributed to 
make me, even in’ my earlieft part of 
life, too fond of retirement. Years have 
encreafed the “inclination; and time 
rather confirms, than corrects the error; 
however, I have not fuffered my: mind 
to be totally inactive : but, by having as 
little conneCtion as poffible with | the 
living, I have employed myfelf in con- 
verfing, and forming an acquaintance 
with the dead: and have from thence 
xeceived more real fatisfa€tion and 1m- 
provement, 
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provement, than poffibly might have at- 
tended me, had I been direéted in the 
purfuit of fame, fortune, or ambition.. 

Iam much pleafed that you approve 
of my. obfervations on Piiny’s letters, 
I-engaged in that work, with a defign 
of pointing out, to your brother Lord 
Boyte;, the amiable qualities of that 
elegant Roman, . But I cannot reft fatif- 
fied unlefs I offer to. you alfo, fome 
public token of my. paternal affection : 
and therefore, I have lately béen. ex- 
amining the works of Dr. Swirt, with 
an intention of gathering materials for 
my future correfpondence with yous and 
here,.my dear Haminron, I dedicate to 
you, thofe criticifims:which have oceur- 
red toome; and fhall mix with them 
fuch particulars of his life and character, 
as I flatter myfelf, may tend at leaft to 
your entertainment, if not to your im- 
‘provement. 

Let me begin by giving you a fhort 
but general view of Swirr’s character. 
B 2 He 
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He was in the decline of life when'T 
knew him. His friendfhip was © an 
honour to me, and to fay the truth, 
I have even drawn advantage from his 
errors. I have beheld him in all hu- 
mours and difpofitions, and I have form- 
ed various fpeculations from the feveral 
weaknefles, to which I obferved: him 
liable. - His capacity and ftrength ‘of 
mind were undoubtedly equal to any 
tafk whatever. His pride, his fpirit, or 
his ambition, call it by what name you 
pleafe, was boundlefs: but, his views 
were checked in his younger years, and 
the anxiety of that difappointment had 
a vifible effect upon all his actions. He 
was four and fevere, but not abfolutely 
ill-natured. He was fociable only to 
particular friends, and to them only at 
particular hours.. He knew politenefs 
‘more than he practifed it. He was a 
mixture of avarice, and generofity: the 
former, was frequently prevalent, the 
latter, feldom appeared, unlefs excited 


by 
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by compaffion. He was open to adu- 
lation, and could not, or would not di- 
ftinguifh between low flattery, and juft 
applaufe. His abilities rendered him 
fuperiour to envy. He was undifguifed 
and perfectly fincere. I am induced to 
think, that he entered into orders, more 
from fome private and fixed refolution, 
than from abfolute choice: be that as it 
may, he performed the duties of the 
church with great punctuality, and a 
_ decent degree of devotion. He read 
prayers rather in a {trong nervous voice, 
than in a graceful manner: and altho’ 
he has been often accufed of irreligion, 
nothing of that kind appeared in his 
converfation or behaviour. His caft of 
mind induced him to think, and fpeak 
more of politics than of religion. His 
perpetual views were directed towards 
power: and his chief aim was to be re- 
moved into England: but when he found 
himfelf entirely difappointed, he turned 
his thoughts to, oppofition, and became 
B 3 the 
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the patron of Ireland, in which country’ 
he was born, Here it may not’be:im+ 
proper to obferve to you, that! many “of 
his friends imagined him a native of 
England, and many others, I know not 
whether to call them friends or enemies, 
were willing to fuppofe him the natural 
fon of Sir Wirt1am Tempye. Neither 
of thefe facts are true. He was born in 
Dublin, November the thirtieth, in- the 
year fixteen hundred and fixty feven, 


~and was carried into England foon after 


his birth, by his nurfe, who being 
obliged to crofs the fea, and having a 
nurfe’s fondnefs for the child at her 
breaft, conveyed him on fhip-board, 


without the knowledge of his mother 


or relations, and kept him with her at 
Whitehaven in Cumberland, during her 
refidence three years at that place. This 
extraordinary event made his return feem 
as if he had been tranfplanted to Ireland, 
rather than that he had owed his origi- 
nal exiftence to that foil, . But perhaps, 


he 





























AND "WRITINGS OF Da. SWIFT. 7 

he tacitly hoped to infpire different. na- 

tions. with a contention for his birth ; at 

leaft in his angry moods, when he was 

peevith, and provoked at the ingratitude 

of Ireland, he was frequently heard to 

fay, “* I am not of this vile country, I 
< am an Englifhman.” Such an af- 
fertion, although meant figuratively, was 
often received literally: and the report 
was {till farther affifted by Mr. Pope, 
who in one of his letters has this ex- 
preflion, “ Tho’ one or two of our 
“ friends are gone, fince you faw your 
<< native country, there remain a few.*” 
But Dr, Swirt, in his cooler hours, 
never denied his country: on the con- 
trary, he frequently mentioned, and 
pointed out the houfe where he was 
born. The other fuggeftion concerning 
the illegitimacy of his birth, 1S equally 
falfe. Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE was em-~- 
ployed as a minifter abroad from the 


a Letter LXXX. Mr. Porz to Dr. SwifTs 
March 235 .1738-7- 


B 4 year 
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year fixteen hundred and fixty- five, to 
the year fixteen hundred and feventy : 
firft at Bruffel, and afterwards: at. .the 
Hague, as you will find by his correfpon= 
dence with the Earl of Arlington, and 
other minifters of ftate: fo that. Dr. 
SwIFtT’s mother, who never crofled the 
fea, except from England to Ireland, was. 
out of all poffibility of a perfonal corre- 
{pondence with Sir Wittiam TEMPLE, 
till fome years after her fon’s birth. 

I have already mentioned to you the. 
exact place, and date of Doétor SWIFT’S 
nativity, but the rules of biography make 
it neceflary to give you fome account of 
his family. It fhall be as fhort as poffi- 
ble, fince, although his anceftors were 
perfons of very decent, and reputable 
characters, he himfelf has been the he- 
rald to blazon the dignity of their coat. 
His grandfather was the Reverend Mr, 
Tuomas Swirt, Vicar of Goodridge near 
Rofs in Herefordfire. He enjoyed a pa- 
ternal eftate in that Caunty, which is 
ftill 


TO UM Le pone 
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fill. in poffeffion of his great grandfon 
Deane SwiFT, Efq; He died in the year 
fixteen hundred and fifty eight, leaving 
fix fons, Gopwin, THomas, Drypen, 
WiLirAM, JoNATHAN and ApAm. Two 
of them only, Gopwin and JonaTHAn, 
left fons. The defcendants of Gonwin 
are mentioned in Guriiim’s heraldry. 
JonaTHAN married Mrs. ABIGAIL 
Erick of Leiceferfbire, by whom he had 
one daughter and a fon. The daughter 
was born in the firft year of Mr. SwirT’s 
marriage; but he lived not to fee the 
birth of his fon*, who was called Jona- 
THAN, in memory of his Father, and 
became afterwards the famous Dean of 
St. Patrick's. | 

The greateft part of Mr. JoNATHAN 
SwirT’s income had depended upon 
“agencies, and other employments of that — 
kind: fo that moft of his fortune perifhed _ 
with him: and the remainder being the. 


4 Doctor Swirt was born two months after his 
father’s death, 
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10 REMARKS ON THE LIFE.‘ 
only fupport that his widow could enjoy, 
the care, tuition, and expence of» her 
two children devolved upon her hufband’s 
elder brother, Mr: Gopwin SwiFrT; who 
voluntarily became their guardian, sand 
{upplied the lofs which they had fuftained 
in a father. Mrs. Swirt, about two 
years after her hufband’s death, quitted 
Ireland, and retired to Leicefter, the place 
of her nativity. 

The faculties.of the mind, appear and 
fhine forth at different ages, in different 


men, ‘The infancy of Doctor Swirr 
paffed on without any marks of diftine- 


tion. At fix years old, he was fent to 
fchool at Kilkenny, and about eight years 
afterwards, he was entered .a ftudent of 
Trinity College in Dublin. He lived there 
in perfect regularity, and under an entire 
obedience to the ftatutes: but the mo- 
rofenefs of his temper, often rendered 


‘him very unacceptable to his companions; 


fo that he was little regarded; and lefs 
beloved, Nor were the academical exer- 
cifes 
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eifes agreeable to his genius, He held 
logic and metaphyfics in the utmoft con- 
tempt, and he {fcarce confidered mathe- 
matics and natural philofophy, unlefs to 
turn them into ridicule. The ftudies 
which he followed were hiftory and poe- 
try. In thefe he made a great progrefs ; 
but to all other branches of fcience he 
had given fo very little application, that 
when he appeared as a candidate for the 
degree of Batchelor of Arts, he was fet 
afide‘on account of infufficiency, 

You will be furprifed at fuch an inci- 
dent in his life: but the fact was un- 
doubtedly true : and even at laft he ob- 
tained his admiflion /peciali gratid: a 
phrafe which in that Univerfity carries 
with it the utmoft marks of reproach. 
Itis.a kind of difhonourable degree, and 
the record of it, notwithftanding Dr. 
Swirt’s prefent eftablifhed. character 
throughout the learned world, muft for 
ever remain again{ft him in the academi- 
cal regifter at Dubin, 
Ambis : 
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Ambition; | you. will. agree; with mey 
could . fearce/have met with «a feverer 
blow. » Hercuves found himfelf fet afide 
for want of ftrength ; or, if . admitted, 
among the wreftlers, admitted only: :by. 
favour and indulgence ; yet fill he muft 
be. confcious, that he. was HeErcutes. 
Difappointments, the earlier they hap- 
pen in life, the deeper impreffion, they. 
make upon the heart. Swirr. was. full 
of indignation at the treatment. which 
he had received in Jreland, and therefore 
refolved to purfue his ftudies at Oxford. 
However, that he might be admitted ad 
eundem, he was obliged. to. carry. .with 
him the Te/timonium of his Degree. 

‘The expreflion /peciah gratid is fo pe- 
culiar to the Univerfity of Dublin, that 
when Mr. Swirr exhibited his Teftimo- 
nial at Oxford, the members of the 
Englifh Univerfity concluded, that the 
words /peciali gratid mutt fignify a degree 
conferred in reward of extraordinary 
diligence, or learning. You may ima- 

) gine, 
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gine, he didnot try to undeceive them. 
He was immediately admitted ad eundem, 
and chofe to enter himfelf of Hart Hall, 
now Hartford College, where he conftantly 
refided' (fome vifits ‘to his mother at 
Leicefter, and to Sir Witt1amM TEMPLE 
at’ Moore Park excepted) till he took 
his degree as Mafter of Arts, which, if 
I remember rightly, was in the year 
ninety one. | 

Having attended my friend Swir? 
thus far in his road of life, let me reft a 
little before I proceed farther with him 
in the journey, and let me defire you 
to keep this letter, as I intend that it 
fhall be followed hereafter by others of 
the fame fort, and relating to the fame 
perfon. : 
Iam, my deareft HAMILTON, 

your affectionate Father, 


ORRERY. 


LE T- 
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am happy; my dear HamiL ron, 'to 

find that the tafk, which I havevuns 
dertaken of placing together fome’mes 
moirs of Dr. Swirt’s life, will be an 
acceptable prefent to you. In my laft 
letter, you may remember, that I cons 
ducted Dr. Swirt from: his birth, in 
the year fixteen hundred and fixty feven; 
to his taking his degree of Matter ‘of 
Arts at Oxford, in the year fixteen hun 
dred and ninety one. Curiofity may int 
duce you to know, in what mannershe 
could fubfift, or by what’ channel the 
{fprings of his revenue were fupplied, at 
a time when both kingdoms, but: parti- 
cularly. Ireland, were in great confufion, 
You will almoft tremble for him, when 
I tell you, that in the year of the 
Revolution, his uncle Gopwin Swirt 
had fallen into a kind of lethargy, or 
dotage, 
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dotage, which deprived him by degrees 
of his fpeech and memory; and rendered 
him totally incapable of being of the 
leaft fervice to his family and friends. 
But, in the midft of this diftrefsful fitu- 
ation, as if it was ordained, that no 
incident fhould bereave mankind of fuch 
a genius, Sir WiLL1AM TEMPLE (whofe 
Lady was related to Dr. Swirt’s mo- 
ther) moft generoufly ftept in to his 
affittance, and avowedly fupported his 
education at the Univerfity of Oxford. 
Acts of generofity feldom meet with their 
juft applaufe: Sir Witt1am TeEmpPLe’s 
friendfhip was immediately conftrued to 
proceed from a confcioufnefs, that he 
was the real father of Mr. SwirT, .o- 
therwife it was thought impoffible, that 
he could be fo uncommonly munificent 
to a young man, no ways related to 
him, and but diftantly related to his 
wife. I am not quite certain, that 
Swirt himfelf did not acquiefce in the 


calumny. Perhaps, hke ALEXANDER, 
he 
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he thought the natural fon of Juprrex. 
would appear greater than the legitimate 
fon of PHixiP. 

But I muft not omit to tell you, that 
another of his father’s brothers, Wu- 
LIAM SwiFT, aflifted him when at Ox- 
Jord, by repeated acts of friendfhip and 
affection. I have a letter now before 
me, which, tho’ torn, and imperfect in 
feveral places, fhews his gratitude and 
devotion to the uncle, whom I have juft 
now mentioned, and whom ‘he calls the 
beft of bis relations. 1 will tranfcribe this 
epiftolary fragment, fince at leaft it is 
fo far curious, as it gives us a fpecimen 
of Swirt’s manner of writing and think- 
ing, at that period of his life, 
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Moore Park, Nov. 29, 1692; 
SIR, 
NAY fifter told me, you Was pleafed ( when 
| foe was here) to wonder, I did fo fel- 
dom write to you. I been 
Jo kind, to impute it neither to ill mann 

refpecd?. I always | 
thought that fuficient from one, who 

bas always been but too troublefome to you s 
chides I knew your averfion to impertinence, 
and God knows fo very private a life as mine 
can furnifh a letter with hittle elfe: jo I 
often am two or three months without Seeing 
any body befides the family ; and now my fifter 
zs gone, I am likely to be more Jolitary than 
before. Iam fill to thank you for your care 
in my Teftimonium, and it was to very good 
purpofe, for I never was more Satisfied than 
in the behaviour of the Univerfity of Oxford 
tome. Ibad all the civilities I could Wid 
Jor, and fo many Savours, that 
Lam afhamed to have been more obliged in a 
few weeks to ftrangers, than ever I was in 
feven years to Dublin College. I am not 
to take orders till the King gives mea Preben- 
dary: and Sir Wittiam TEMPLE, tho’ 
Cc he 
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he promifes me the certainty of it, yet ts lefs 
forward than I could wifh; becaufe, I fup- 
pofe, he believes I fhall leave him, and upon 
fome accounts, he thinks mea little neceffary 
to him If I were | 
entertainment, or doing you any 
fatisfattion by my letters, I fhould be very 
glad to perform it that way, as I am bound 
to do it by all others. I am forry my for- 


tune should fling me fo far from the beft of 
my relations, but hope that I fhall have the 
happinefs to fee you fome time or other. Pray 
my bumble fervice to my good aunt, and the 


reft of my relations, if you pleafe. 


You do not fee in thefe few lines, the 
leaft fymptoms. of that peculiar turn. of 
phrafe, which, afterwards appeared in all 
his writings ; even in his moft. trifling 
letters. Neither his learning, nor his 
genius were yet arrived to any degree 
of ripenefs. Or perhaps the letter was 
rather the effect of duty than inclina- 
tion, and in that cafe, the ftyle of it 
muft be illaborate, and void of all 
freedom and vivacity. It is dated from 

| Moore 
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Moore Park, near Farnham in Surry, 
where Sr WiLLIAM Timpxre then 
refided. 

Swirt, as foon as he had quitted the 
Univerfity of Oxford, lived with Sir Wi1- 
LIAM TEMPLE as his friend, and domef= 
tic companion, When he had_ been 
about two years at Moore Park, he con= 
tracted a very long and dangerous illnefs, 
by eating an immoderate quantity of 
fruit. Tothis furfeit I have often heard him 
afcribe that giddinefs in his head, which 
with intermiffions fometimes of a longer, 
and fometimes of a fhorter continuance, 
purfued him till it feemed to’ compleat 
its conqueft, by rendering him the exact 
image of one of his own Struldbruges, 
a miferable {pectacle, devoid of every 
appearance of humanrnature, except the 
outward form. 

In. compliance. to the advice of his 
phyficians, when he was fufficiently re- 
covered to travel, he went into J-eland, 
to try the effects of his native air: and 
Ce he 
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he found fo much benefit by the journey, 
that in compliance to his own inclina- 
tions, he foon returned into England, and 
was again moft affectionately received by 
Sir WiLtt1amM Tempe, who had now 
left Moore Park, and was fettled at Sheene, 
where he was often vifited by King Wi1L- 
LIAM. Here Swirt had. frequent op- 
portunities of converfing with that 
Prince ; in fome of which converfations, 
the King offered to make him a captain 
of horfe: an offer, which, in fplenetic 
difpofitions, he always feemed forry to 
have refufed ; but at that time, he had 
refolved, within his own mind, to take 
orders, and during his whole life, his 
refolutions, like the decrees of fate, were 
immovable. Thus determined, he again 
went over into Jreland, and immediately 
enlifted himfelf under the banner of the 
Church. He was recommended by Sir 
WILLIAM TEMPLE to Lord Capen, then 
Lord Deputy, who gave him the firft 
vacancy, a prebend, of which the income 
was 
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was about an hundred pounds a. year. 
SwirtT foon grew weary of this prefer- 
ment: it was not fufficiently confidera- 
ble, and was at fo great a diftance from 
the metropolis, that it abfolutely de- 
prived him from that kind of converfa- 
tion and fociety, in which he delighted. 
He had been ufed to very different {cenes 
in England, and had naturally an averfion 
to folitude and retirement. He was glad 
therefore, to refign his prebend in fa- 
vour of a friend, and to return to 
Sheene, where he lived domeftically as 
ufual, till the death of Sir Wititram 
TEMPLE, who, befides a legacy in money, 
left to him the care, and truft of pub- 
lifhing his pofthumous works. 

As during my friend Swirt’s refi- 
dence with Sir Witit1am Temp te, he 
‘became intimately acquainted with a 
Lady, whom he has diftinguifhed, and 
often celebrated in his works, under the 
name of Srrerua; I cannot think,.my 
Ham, that it will be improper, to give 
Ow you 
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294 REMARKS ON THELIFE © 
you at once her hiftory, although, ae- 
cording to the rules of biography, f 
ought perhaps to have delayed the ac~ 
count, till we arrived at that period of 
his life, when he married her: but as T 
may have occafion to fpeak of her in 
various parts of Swirt’s works, and as 
his manner of living with her will fhew 
you, how much he deviated from the 
common order of men, I fhall fill up 
the reft of my letter with her extraordi- 
nary ftory. 

STELLA’s real name was Jonson, 
She was the daughter of Sir WirLtam 
TrmpLe’s fteward, and the concealed, 
but undoubted wife of Dr. Swuirr. 
Sir WiLLrAM TEMPLE bequeathed her 
in his will one thoufand pounds, as an 
acknowledgment of her father’s faithful 
fervices. I cannot tell, how long fhe 
remained in England, or whether ‘the 
made more journeys than one to Ireland 
after Sir Wiztr1am 'Temprr’s death; 
but if my informations are right, fhe 

| : was 
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was married to Dr. SwirT in the year 
feventeen hundred and fixteen, by Dr. 
Asue then bifhop of Clgher. 

STELLA, was a moft amiable woman 
in mind, and perfon. She had an ele- 
vated underftanding, with all the de- 
licacy and foftnefs of her own fex. Her 
voice, however {weet in itfelf, was ftill 
rendered more harmonious by what fhe 
faid. Her wit was poignant without. 
feverity. Her manners were humane, 
polite, eafy, and unreferved. | Where- 
ever fhe came fhe attracted attention 
and éfteem. As virtue was her guide in 
morality, fincerity was her guide in re- 
ligion, She was conftant, but not 
oftentatious in her devotions. She was 
remarkably prudent in her converfation. 
She had great fkill in mufic, and was 
perfectly well verfed in all the leffer arts 
that employ a lady’s leifure. Her wit 
allowed her a fund of perpetual chear- 
fullnefs: her prudence kept that chear- 
fullnefs within proper limits. She ex- 
C 4 actly 
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actly anfwered the defcription of Pr- 
NELOPE in Homer. 


A woman lovelieft of the lovely kind, 
In body perfect, and compleat in mind, 


Such was Sretia: yet with all thefe 
accomplifhments fhe never could prevail 
upon Dr. Swirt to acknowledge her 
openly as his wife. A great genius mutt 
tread in unbeaten paths, and deviate 
from the common road of life: other- 
wife, furely a diamond of fo much luftre 
might have been publicly produced, al- 
though it had been fixed within the 
collet of matrimony ; but, the flaw, 
which in Dr. Swirt’s eye reduced the 
value of fuch a jewel, was the fervile 
{tate of her father, who, as has been 
faid before, was a menial fervant to 
Sir WitL1am Tempxe, Ambition and 
pride will, at any time, conguer reafon 
and juftice, and each larger degree of 
pride, like the larger fifhes of prey, will 
devour all the lefs: thus the yanity of 
boafting 
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boafting fuch a wife was fupprefled by 
the greater vanity of Kote free from 
a low alliance, 

Dr. Swirt and Mts. JouHNsoNn con- 
tinued the fame ceconomy of life after 
marriage, which they had purfued before 
it. They lived in feparate: houfes ; he 
remaining at the deanery, fhe, in lodg- 
ings at a diftance from him, and on the 
other fide of the river Liffy.. Nothing 
appeared in their behaviour inconfiftent 
with decorum, or beyond the limits 
of platonic love, They converfed like 
friends, but they induftrioufly took care, 
to fummon witnefles of their conver- 
fation: a rule to which they adhered fo 
ftrictly, that it would be difficult, if not 
impoffible, to prove they had ever been 
together without fome third perfon, 

A conduét fo extraordinary in itfelf 
always gives room for various com- 
ments and reflexions: but, however un- 
accountable this renunciation of mar- 
riage rites might appear to the world, 
it 
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it certainly arofe not from any confciouf- 
nefs of too near a confanguinity. between 
him and Mrs. Jounson, although. the 
general voice of fame :was' willing. to 
make them both, the natural children 
of Sir Witt1am Tempe. I am per 
fuaded, that Dr. SwirT was not of that 
opinion; becaufe, the fame falfe pride 
that induced him to deny the legitimate 
daughter of an obfcure fervant, might 
have prompted him to own the natural 
daughter of fo eminent. a man as Sir 
WiLLiAM Tempe. There are actions 
of which the true fources will never be 
difcovered. This perhaps is one. I have 
told you the fact, in the manner I have 
received it from feveral of Swirt’s friends 
and relations, and I muft leave you to 
make your own obfervations ‘upon it. 
You may imagine, that a woman. of 
STELLA’s delicacy muft repine at fuch 
an extraordinary fituation. . The out- 
ward honours, which fhe received, are a8 
frequently beftowed upon a miftrefs, ‘as 
a 
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a wife. She was abfolutely virtuous, 
dnd yet was obliged to fubmit to all the 
appearances of vice, except in the pre- 
fence of thofe few people, who were wit- 
nefles of the cautious manner in which 
fhe lived with her hufband, who fcorn- 
ed, my Hamirton, even to be married 
like any other man. 

Inward anxiety affected by degrees the 
calmnefs of her mind, and the ftrength 
of her-body, She began to decline in 
her health in the year feventeen hundred 
and twenty four, and from the firft 
fymptoms of decay, fhe rather haftened, 
than fhrunk back in the defcent: tacitly 
pleafed, to find her footfteps tending to 
that place, where they neither marry, nor 
are given in marriage. She died towards 
the end of ‘fanuary, feventeen hundred 
and twenty feven, or eight, abfolutely 
deftroyed by the peculiarity of her fate: 
a fate, which perhaps fhe could not 
have incurred by an alliance with any 
other perfon in the world, 


My 
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My paper, my time, and ‘every ‘cir- 

cumftance, put me in mind of affuring 

you, my dear Hamitton, that lam, 


Your moft affectionate Father, 
ORRER Y. 


a eaD Se eee oe de sh tee eee eee 
PET Pea oe 


| Join with you entirely in thinking 
STELLA one of the moft unfortunate 
of her fex. Her cataftrophe was fuch 
as might have drawn pity from a breaft 
lefs fufceptible of that paffion than yours. 
Injurious treatment, difappointed love, 
a long lingering illnefs, were all circum- 
{tances of the melancholy kind. Be 
not furprized, my Hamiritron, when 
I tell you, that he never fpoke of her 
without a figh: for fuch is the perverf- 
nefs of human nature, that we bewail 
thofe perfons dead, whom we treated 
cruelly when living, But, I am making 
reflexions, 
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reflexions, when I intended to write me- 
moirs. Let us return to Swirr. 

Upon the death of Sir Witiram 
Tempxe he came to Louden, and took 
the earlieft opportunity of delivering a 
petition to King WILLIAM, under the 
claim of a promife made by his Majefty 
to Sr WiLt1Am Temp te, * That Mr. 
«« Swirt fhould have the firft vacancy, 
«* which might happen among the pre- 
“ bends of Weftminfter or Canterbury.” 
The promifes ‘of kings are often a kind - 
of chaff, which the breath of a minifter 
bloweth, and fcattereth away from the 
face of a court. The petition had no 
effect. It was either totally forgotten, 
or drowned amid{t the clamours of more 
urgent claims. From this firft difap- 
pointment, may probably be dated that 
_ bitternefs towards kings, and courtiers, 
which is to be found fo univerfally dif- 
perfed throughout his works. 

After a long and fruitlefs attendance 
at Whiteball, Swirt reluctantly gave up 
all 
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all thoughts of a fettlement in England. 


He had. dedicated Sw Witt1AM TEem- 
pLEs works to the King.. The dedi- 
cation was neglected, nor did-his Ma- 
jefty take the. leaft notice.of him, after 
Sir Witt1am Tempie’s death. What 
then was to be done? honour, or to 
ufe a properer word, pride hindered 
him from ftaying long in a ftate of fer- 
vility and contempt. He complied there= 
fore with an invitation from the Earl of 
BERKLEY (appointed one of the Lords 
Juftices in Ireland) to attend him as, his 
chaplain, and. private fecretary. Lord 
Berkey landed near: Waterford, and 
Mr. Swirr acted as. fecretary during 
the whole journey to Dubin. But 
another of Lord BerKLey’s attendants, 
whofe name was Busu,. had, by this 
time, infinuated himfelf into: the Earl’s 
favour, and had whi/pered. to. his Lord- 


fhip, that the poft of .fecretary was not 


proper for a clergyman, to'whom only 
church. preferments could be fuitable or 
advantageous. 
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advantageous. Lord Berxxey liftened 
perhaps too attentively to thefe infinua- 
tions, and making fome flight apology 
to Mr. Swirr, divefted him of that of- 
fice, and beftowed it upon Mr. Busn. 
Here again was another difappointment, 
and a frefh objeét of indignation. The 
treatment was thought injurious, and 
Swirt expreffed his fenfibility of it ina 
fhort; but fatyrical copy of verfes enti- 
tled The Difcovery. — 

However, during the government of 
the Earls of Berxizry and Gatway, 
who were jointly Lords. Juftices of 
Ireland, two livings, Laracor and Rath- 
beggan, were beftowed upon Mr. Swirt. 
The firft of thefe rectories was worth 
about two hundred, and the latter about 
fixty pounds a year, and they were the 
only church: preferments that he enjoyed 
‘till he was appointed Dean of St. Pa- 
trick’s; in the year feventeen hundred 
and thirteen. | 
As foon as he had taken pofleffion of 

his 
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his two livings, he went to refide at La 
racor, and gave public notice to his pa- 
rifhioners, that he would read prayers on 
every Wednefday and Friday. Upon 
the fubfequent Wednefday the bell was 
rung, and the Re¢tor attended in his 
defk, when after having fat fome time, 
and finding the congregation to confift 
only of himfelf, and his clerk RoceEr; 
he began with great compofure and 
gravity, but with a turn peculiar to 
himfelf, <‘ Dearly beloved Rocrr,. the 
“ feripture moveth you and me in fundry 
“* places.”. And then proceeded regu- 
larly through the whole fervice. I men- 
tion this trifling circumftance only to 
fhew you, that he could not refift a vein 
of humour whenever he had an oppor- 
tunity of exerting it, 

As I have given you a particular ex- 
ample of his humour, let me give you a 
particular | inftance of his pride: efpe- 
cially as it comes in properly enough. in 
point of time, 

Whiltt 
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Whilft Swirr was chaplain to Lord 
BERKLEY, his only fifter, by the confent 
and approbation of her uncles and relaz 
tions, was married to 4 man in trade, 
whofe fortune, character, and fituation, 
were efteemed, by all her friends, {uit- 
able for her in every refpeé&t. But, the 
marriage was entirely difagreeable to her 
brother: It feemed to interrupt thofe 
ambitious views, which he had long 
fince formed : He grew outragious at the 
thoughts of being brother-in-law to a 
tradefman. He utterly refufed all recon- 
ciliation with his fifter, nor ever would 
liften to the entreaties of his mother, 

who came over to Ireland, under almoft 
a certainty of pacifying his anger, ha- 
ving, in all other refpects, ever found 

him a dutiful, and an obedient fon : 

but his pride was not to be conquered, 

and Mrs. Swirr finding’ her fon inflexi- 
ble, haftened ‘back to Leicefter, where 
fhe continued till her death, 


D During 
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During his. mother’s. life time, he 
{carce ever failed. to pay her an annual 
vifit. But: his manner of travelling was 
as fingular as any. other of his actions. 
He often went in a waggon, but more 
frequently walked from Holyhead to Les- 
cefter, London, or any other part of Eng- 
Jand.. He. generally chofe to dine with 
waggoners, hoftlers, and  perfons: of 
that rank ; and he ufed to lye at night 
in houfes where he found written over 
the door Lodgings for a penny. He de- 
lighted in fcenes of low life. The wulgar 
dialect was, not only a fund of humour 
for him, but I verily believe was accept- 
dble to his nature ; otherwife 1 know 
not how. to account for the many. filthy 
ideas, and indecent expreffions (I mean 
indecent in point of cleanlinefs and deli- 
cacy) that will be found throughout his 

works, bv! ii 
. I need not tell you, that a ftrié refi- 
dence at Laracor, was not in the leaft 
fuitable to his difpofition. He was per- 
| : petually 
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petually making excurfions not only to 
Dublin, and other parts of Ireland, but 
into England, efpecially to London. So 
rambling a difpofition, occafioned to 
him a confiderable lofs. The rich dean- 
ery of Derry became vacant at this time, 
and was intended for him by Lord Berx- 
LEY, if Dr. Kinc, then Bifhop of Derry, 
and afterwards Archbifhop of Dudlin, 
had not interpofed: entreating with 
great earneftnefs, that the deanery might 
be given to fome grave and elderly Di- 
vine, rather than to fo young a man; 
** becaufe (added the Bifhop) the fitua- 
* tion of Derry is in the midft of prefby- 
“ terians, and I fhould be glad of a 
** clergyman, who could be of affiftance 
“‘to'me. I have no objeétion to Mr. 

““Swirt. I know him to be a {prightly 

** ingenious young mani ;' but inftead of 
refiding, I dare fay, he will be eter- 

‘nally flying backwards and forwards 

“to London, and therefore I entreat, that 

D 2 * he 
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« he may be provided for in fome other 
< place. Sra 
SwirT was accordingly fet afide on 
account of youth, but, as if his ftars had 
deftined to him a parallel revenge, he 
lived to fee the Bifhop of Derry after- 
wards fet afide on account of age. That 
Prelate had been Archbifhop. of Dubhn 
many years, and had been long celebra- 
ted for his wit and learning, when Dr. 
Linpsey, the Primate of Jreland, died. 
Upon his death, Archbifhop Kinc | im- 
mediately made claim to the Primacy, as 
a preferment to which he had a right 
from. his ftation in the fee of Dudbkn, 
and from his acknowledged character in 
the church. Neither of thefe preten- 
fions were prevalent. He was looked 
upon as too far advanced in years to be 
removed. The reafon alledged was ‘as 
mortifying as the refufal itfelf: but the 
Archbifhop had no opportunity of fhew- 
ing his refentment, except to the new 
Primate Dr. BotterR, whom he received 
at 
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at his own houfe, and in his dining 
parlour, without rifing from his chair, 
and to whom he made an apology, by 
faying, in his ufual ftrain of wit, and 
with his ufual fneering countenance, 
<¢ My Lord, I am certain your Grace 
«* will forgive me, becaufe, You know, 
‘© Lam too old to rife.” 

In the year 1701, Swirr took his 
Docttor’s degree, and towards the latter 
end of that year, or according to our 
abfurd way of reckoning, in the year 
17°*,. King Wiii1am died. Queen 
Ann’s reign will open anew fcene, and 
will probably afford me materials for 
more letters than one. The more the 
better, when in each of them I can 
affure you, that your behaviour, as 
well as my own inclinations, oblige me 
to be, 


Your affectionate Father, 


ORRERY. 


La LET- 
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PON the death of King WILLIAM, 

and the acceflion of Queen Ann, 

Dr. Swirr came into England. It cannot 
be denied, that the chief minifters. of 
that Queen; whether diftinguifhed under 
the titles of Whigs or Tories, of High 
Church or of Low Church, were, from 
the beginning to the end of her reign; 
encouragers of learning, and patrons of 
learned men. The wits and poets of that 
ra, were numerous and eminent. Amidft 
the croud, yet fhining above the reft, 
appeared Dr. Swirr. | 


Ipfe ante alios pulcherrimus omnes, 
Infert fe focium FEneas, atque agmina jungit. 


It will be impoffible, in mentioning 
the reign of this Princefs, or in writing 
memoirs of Dr. SwirT, to avoid the fre- 
quent ufe of thofe cant words Whig and 
Tory, 
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Tory, “ ¢wo creatures, fays a modern 
«author, * who are born with a fecret an- 
‘¢ tipathy to each other, and engage as na- 
“‘- turally when they meet, as the elephant 
“< and rhinoceros.” In a mixture of thefe 
two jarring animals confifted the firft 
miniftry of Queen Ann, but the greater 
fhare of the adminiftration was com- 
mitted to the Whigs, who, with inde- 
fatigable induftry foon engroffed the 
whole ; enclofing their Sovereign within 
their own fortifications, and keeping 
her captive within their own walls. The 
Queen, whofe heart was naturally in- 
clined towards the Tories, remained an 
unwilling prifoner feveral years to the 
Whigs, till Mr. Hartey, with a tory 
army, undermined all the whiggifh 
fortrefles, levelled their works to the 
ground, feized the Princefs, and during 
the remainder of her life, furrounded, 
and defended her with a new fet of 


® See the SpeCtator, No. 50. 
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troops. under. the command of the-Duke 
of ORmonp, : Sy od ii 
Dr. SwiFT was known to.the great 
men of each denomination: and al 
though he foon attached himfelf: openly. 
to the Tories, it is certain he had been 
bred up, and educated with Whigs ; at 
leaft with fuch, who, in the Lexicon of 
Party, may be found ranged under that 
title. His motives for quitting the lower 
vallies of Whiggifm for the higher re- 
gions of Torifm, appear throughout his 
werks. The perfons who had now fig- 
nalized themfelves as Whigs, had re- 
nounced thofe principles by which the 
old Whigs were denoted, and had em- 
braced. feveral of thofe tenets of which 
their forefathers, had either a real, or a 
pretended, abhorrence. The effeéts of 
power and ambition are extraordinary 
and boundlefs, They blind our faculties, 
they ftagger our refolution, and they 
fubvert our nature. Not all the meta- 
morphofes of Ovip can produce a pa- 
| | ralle} 
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rallel equal to the change that appears 
in the fame man, when from a Patriot 
he becomes a Courtier: yet it may be 
aflerted, and will redound to the honour 
of Dr. Swirt, that when he rofe into 
the confidence and efteem of thofe great 
men, who fat at the helm of affairs 
during the laft years of Queen Ann’s 
reign, he fcarce ever loft himfelf; or 
grew giddy by the plenitude of power, 
and the exalted ftation of frequently ap- 
pearing in the confidence, and favour of 
the reigning minifter. He may have 
been carried away by inconfiderate paf- 
fion, but he was not to be {wayed by 
deliberate evil. He may have erred in 
judgement, but he was upright in in- 
tention. The welfare and profperity 
of thefe kingdoms were the conftant 
aim of his politics, and the immediate 
fubjeét of his thoughts and writings. 
But, as Hamter fays, “* Something too 
** much of this.” Let us continue there- 
fore to trace the footfteps of his life; in 
which, 
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which, fcarce any circumftance can be 
found material from the year feventeéen 
hundred and two, till the change of the 
miniftry in the year feventeen hundred 
and ten. During this interval, he had 
worked hard within thofe fubterraneous 
paflages, where, as has been hinted 'be- 
fore, the mine was formed that blew 
up the whiggifh ramparts, and opened 
a way for the Tories to the Queen, 
SwiFT was to the Tories, what Casar 
was to the Romans, at once a leader of 
their armies, and an hiftoriographer’ of 
their triumphs. He refided very much 
in England: his inclinations were always 
there. His intimacy with Lord Oxrorp 
commenced, as far as may be deduced 
from his works, in October 1709. In a 
poem written in the year 1713, he fays, 


"Tis (let me fee) three years and more 
(October next it will be four) 

Since Harrey bid me firft attend, 

And chofe me’ for an humble friend. -- 
And 
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And again im another poem written 
in the fame year, 


My Lord would carry on. the jeft, 

And down to Windjr take his gueft. 
Swirr much admires the place and air, 
And longs to be a Canon there. 

A Canon! that’s a place too mean, 
No, Doétor, you fhall be a Dean. 


By this laft quotation, and by num- 
berlefs other inftances in his works, it 
feems undeniable that a fettlement in 
England was the unvaried object of Dr. 
Swirt’s ambition: fo that his promo- 
tion to a deanery in Ireland, was rather 
a difappointment than a reward. In a 
letter to Mr, Gay, he fays, “ The bef, 
** and greateft part of my life, until thefe 
—* (oft eight years, I fpent in England. 
© There I made my friendfhips, and there I 
“* left my defires, Iam condemned for ever 
‘© to another country: * and in anfwer to 


ad 


a Letter 5. Vol. 7. re 
a ict- 
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a letter from Mr. Pop, who had offered 
incenfe to him, as to a tutelar faint in 
a {tate of feparation, he writes thus. 
““ You are an ill catholic, or a worfe geo 
“ grapher, for I can affure you, Ireland 
25 not paradife, and I appeal even to a 
“* Spanifh divine, whether addreffes were 
“ever made to a friend in hell or pur- 
“* gatory?*” I fhall cite no other quo- 
tations ; but you will find in his letters, 
many expreffions to the fame purport. 
Among the various branches, into 
which Swirt’s expanfive genius {pread 
itfelf, thofe peculiar talents of levelling 
his writings to the loweft, and fuftain- 
ing their dignity, to the higheft capa- 
city, were probably the original motives 
that attracted the Earl of OxForp’s 
friendfhip to him. In the year 1709} 
the character of Dr. Swir7, as an aus 
thor, was perfectly eftablifhed: he had 
fhewn abilities equal to thofe attributed 
by Homer. to Urysses: he could ap- 


a Letter 4. Vol. 7, 


pear 
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pear a beggar among beggars, and a 
king among kings. | 

From the year 1710, to the lateft pe- 
riod of Queen Ann, we find him fight- 
ing on the fide of the minifters, and 
maintaining their caufe in pamphlets, 
poems, and weekly papers. In one of 
his letters to Mr. Porr, he has this ex- 
preffion, * I have converfed in fome free- 
“* dom with more minifters of ftate, of all 
“« parties, than ufually happens to men of 
“* my level; and I confefs, in their capacity 
as minifiers, I look upon them as a race 
of people whofe acquaintance no man 
** would court otherwife than on the {core of 
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vanity, or ambition.*” Lord OxForp, 
as a. gentleman, and a fcholar, might be 
open and unreferved to Dr. Swirt, as 
far as his Lordfhip’s nature would per- 
mit; but as a minifter of ftate he ever 
appeared myfterious and znigmatical, 
delivering his oracles, like the Delphian 


a Letter 4. Vol. 7. 


Deity, 
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Deity, in oceult terms and ambiguous 
expreffions. 

A man always appears of more con 
fequence to himfelf, than he is in reality 
to any other perfon. Such perhaps was 
the cafe of Dr. Swirr. He found him= 
felf much indulged by the fimiles, and 
converfation of the Earl of Oxrorp: 
He knew how ufeful he was to the ad= 
miniftration in general: and ‘in one. of 
his letters (I think the fame which I have 
laft quoted) he mentions, that the place 
of hiftoriographer was intended for 
him; but I am apt to fufpeét that he 
flattered himfelf too highly: at leaft it 
is very evident, that he remained withs 
out. any preferment till the year 1713, 
when he was made Dean of St. Patrick's. 
In point of power and revenue, fuch a 
deanery might be efteemed no inconfi- 
derable promotion ; but to an ambitious 
mind, whofe perpetual aim was a fettle- 
ment in England, a dignity in any other 
kingdom muft appear (as perhaps it was 

defigned) 
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defigned) only an honourable, and pro- 
fitable banifhment. 

But, my Hamitton, I will never 
hide the freedom of my fentiments from 
you, Iam much inclined to believe that 
the temper of my friend SwirtT, might 
occafion his Exgh/h friends, to with him 
happily and properly promoted, at a 
diftance. His fpirit, for I would give 
it the fofteft name, was ever untracta- 
ble. The motions of his genius were 
often irregular. He affumed more the 
air of a patron, than ofa friend. He 
affected: rather to dictate than advife. 
He.was elated with the appearance of 
enjoying minifterial confidence. He en- 
joyed the fhadow: the fubftance was de- 
tained from him. He was employed, 
not trufted; and at the fame time that 
he imagined himfelf a fubtil diver, who 
dextroufly fhot down into the profound- 
eft regions of politics, he was fuffered 
only to found the fhallows neareft the 
fhore, and was {carce admitted to defcend 
3 below 
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below the froth at the top. Perhaps the 
deeper bottoms were too muddy for! hié 
infpection. | 

By reflexions of this fort, we may 
account for his difappointment in an 
Engh/b bifhoprick. A difappointment 
which, he imagined, he owed to a joint 
application made againft him to the 
Queen by Dr. Suarpn, Archbifhop of 
York, and by a Lady of the higheft rank 
and character. Archbifhop Suakpz, ac4 
cording to Dr. Swirr’s account, had 
reprefented him to ‘the Queen, as ‘a 
perfon who was not a Chriftian ; the 
great Lady had fupported the afperfion ; 
and the Queen, upon fuch affurances, 
had given away the bifhoprick, contrary 
to her Majefty’s firft intentions. Swirt 
kept himfelf indeed within fome tolerable 
bounds, when he {poke of the Queen: 
but his indignation knew. no limits, 


when he mentioned the Archbifhop, or 
the Lady. 





Bufinefs 
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Bufinefs and ceremony, (two com- 
manders, that I hope you will hit under, 
much more willingly than I can) call me 
away from my letter, although nothing 
can ever call away my thoughts. from 
you, or. interrupt the tendernefs. with 
which I am, dear HAMILTON, 


Your affectionate Father, 
ORRERY, 


4 


RRAARRAARRA LAA AE EAE Ee RE 
LETTER YV. 


OST people, my dear Ham; are 

. fond of a fettlement in their native 
country: but Dr. Swirt. had little 
reafon to rejoice in the land where: his 
lot had fallen: for; upon his arrival in 
Ireland to take pofleffion of the deanery, 
he found the violence of party raging in 
that kingdom to the higheft degree. ‘The 
common people were taught to look up- 
on him as a Jacobite, and they proceed- 
E ed 
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ed fo far in their déteftation; as to throw 
ftones and dirt at him ashe pafled through 
the ftreets. The chapter of St, Patrick's, 
like the reft of the kingdom, received him 
with great reluctance. They thwarted 
him ‘in every point that he propofed. ‘He 
was avoided as a peftilence. He was 
oppofed as an invader. He was marked 
out as an enemy to his country. . Such 
was his firft reception as Dean of St. Pa- 
trick’s. Fewer talents, and lefs firmnefs, 
muft have yielded to fo outragious an op- 
pofition, fed contra audentior tbat. He 
had feen enough of human nature, to 
be convinced, that’ the paffions of low, 
felf-interefted “minds, ebb and flow 
continually.. They love they know not 
whom, they hate they know not why: 
they are captivated by words: guided ‘by 
names: and governed by accidents. S.a- 
CHEVERELL and the Church had been of -as 
great. fervice to one :party an the. year 
1710, as Popery and Slavery were to the 
other in the year 1713.°. But,:to; fhew 
you 
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you the ftrange revolutions in this world, 
Dr. Swirt, who was now the de- 
teftation of the Jri/h rabble, lived to be 
afterwards the moft abfolute monarch 
over them that ever governed men. 

His firft ftep, was to reduce to reafon 
and obedience his reverend brethren the 
chapter of St. Patrick's: in which, he 
fucceeded fo perfectly, and fo fpeedily, 
that in a fhort time after his arrival, not 
one member of that body offered to con- 
tradict him, even in trifles. On the con- 
trary, they held him in the higheft re- 
{fpeét and veneration: fo that he fat in 
the Chapter-houfe, like Jurprrer in the 
Synod of the Gods. Whether fear or 
conviction were the motives of fo imme- 
diate a change, I leave you to confider, 
but certain it 1s 


Viro Phabi chorus affurrexerit omnis. 


Swirt made no longer a {tay in Jre- 
land, in the year 1713, ‘than was requi- 
fite to eftablifh himfelf as Dean, and 
E 2 to 
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to pafs through certain cuftoms and for- 

malities, or to ufe his own words, 
Through all vexations, 

Patents, Inftalments, Abjurations, 


Firft Fruits, and Tenths, and Chapter-T teats, 
Dues, Payments, Fees, Demands, and—Cheats, 


During the time of thefe ceremonies, 
he kept a conftant correfpondence with 
his friends in England: all of whom 
were eminent, either in birth, {tation, ‘or 
abilities. Among thefe, let me begin 
with the name of Mr. Port. The world 
has already feen:a long feries of their 
correfpondence: but a remarkable letter 
of Mr. Porz’s having been lately com- 
municated to me, and bearing date “at 
the latter end of the year 1713, as I can- 
not part with the original, I will fend 
you a very faithful copy of it. I fhould 
firft fay, that it is in anfwer to one from 
SwirT, wherein he had jocofely made 
an offer to his friend of a fum of money, 
ex causd religionis, or, in plain englith, 
to induce Mr. Pops to change ‘his’ reli- 
gion, 
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gion. The wit of the letter itfelf will 
excuilg all farther commentaries, 


Binfield, December 8, 1713. 


SIR, 


N? T to trouble you at prefent with a re- 
cital of all my obligations to you, I fhall 
only mention two things, which I take parti- 
cularly kind of you: your defire that I fhould 
write to you, and your propofal of giving me 
twenty guineas to change my religion, which 
laft you muft give me leave to make the fubject 
of this letter. 
Sure no clergyman ever offered fo much out 


of bis own purfe for the fake of any religion, 
"Tis almoft as many pieces of gold, as an 


Apofile could get of filver from the priefis of 
old, on a much more valuable confideration. 

FT believe it will be better worth my while ta 
propofe a change of my faith by fubfcription, 

than a tranflation of Homer. And to con- 
vince you, how well difpofed I am to the re- 
formation, I fhall be content, if you can pre- 
vail with my Lord Treafurer, and the mini- 
jiry, to rife to the fame fum, each of them, on 
this pious account, as my Lord Haruir Ax has 
E 3 done 
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done on the prophane one. I am afrajd there's 
no being at once a poet and a good Chriftian, 
and I am very much ftraitued between two, 
while the Whigs feem willing to contribute as 
much, to continue me the one, as you would, 
to make me the other, But, if you can move 
every man in the government, who has above 
ten thoufand pounds a year, to fubferibe as 
much as yourfelf, I fhall become a convert, 
as moft men do, when the Lorn turns if tg 
my intereft. I know they have the truth of 
religion fo much at heart, that they'd cer- 
tainly give more to have one good fubjett 
‘ranflated from popery to the church of En- 
gland, than twenty heatheni{> authors out of 
any unknown tongue into ours. I therefore 
commiffon you, Mr. Dean, with Jull au- 
thority, ta tranfact this affair in my name, 
and to propofe as follows, Firft, that as 
to the bead of our church, the Pope, I may 
engage to renounce his power, whenfoever J 
feall receive any particular indulgences from 
the bead of your church, the Queen. | 
_ 445 to communion in one hind, I fhall 
allo promife to change it for communion in 
both, as foon as the minifiry will allow me. 
For invocations to faints, mine Joall be 
turned to dedications to finners, when I fhall 


find 
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find the great ones of this world as willing to 
do me any good, as I believe thofe of the other 
are. | 

You fee I fhall not be obftinate im the main 

points; but there 2s one article I muft referve, 
and which you feemed not unwilling to allow 
me, prayer for the dead. There are people 
to whofe fouls E wifh as well, as to my own; 
and E mujt crave leave, bumbly to lay before 
them, that though the fubfcriptions abgue- 
mentioned «will fuffice for myfelf, there are 
neceffary perquifites and additions, which I 
muft- demand on the feore of this charitable 
article. It is alfo to be confidered, that the 
greater part of thofe, whofe fouls Iam moft 
concerned for, were unfortunately heretics, 
fchifmatics, poets, painters, or perfons of 
fuch lives and manners, as few or no churches 
are willing to fave, The expence will there- 
fore be the greater, to make an effectual pro- 
vifion for the fatd fouls, 

Old Drvven, though a Roman Catholic, 
was a poet, and ’tis revealed in the vifions 
of fome ancient faints, that no poet was ever 
faved under fome hundred of maffes. I can- 
not fet his delivery from purgatory at les 


than fifty pounds fterling. 
E 4 WALSH 
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Watsu was not only a Socinians but 
(what you'll own is harder to be faved) @. 
Whig. He cannot modeftly be rated at lef 
than an hundred. ‘ 

L°EsTRANGE, being a Ti ory, we compute. 
him but at twenty pounds, which I hope no 

Sriend of the party can deny to give, to keep 
bim from damning in the next life, confider-. 
ing they never gave him fixpence to keep him 
Srom flarving in this. 

“All this together amounts to one bundred 
and feventy pounds, 

In the next place, I muft defre you to ren. 
prefent, that there are feveral of my friends 
yet ving, whom I defign, Gop willing, ta 
outhve, in confideration of legacies; out. of 
which st 1s a doctrine in the reformed church, 
that not a farthing fhall be allowed to fave. 
their fouls who gave them. 

There 1s one **** abo aif] dye within 
thefe few months, with * * * * *® ** one Mp. 
Jervas, who hath grievoufly offended in 
making the likenefs of almoft all things in 

eaven above and earth below. And. one 
Mr. Gay, an unhappy youth, who writes 
pafiorals during the time of divine. fervice, 
whofe cafe is the more deplorable, as he hath 
nitferably lavifhed away all that filver he 
, frould 
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Srould have:referved for bis fouls health, in 
buttons and loops for bis coat. 

L can't pretend to have thee people honefily 
faved under fome hundred pounds, whether 
jou confider the difficulty of fuch a work, or 
the extreme love and tenderne/s £ bear them, 
which will infallibly make me pufh this cha- 
rity'as far as I am able. There is but one 
more whofe falvation I inf? upon, and then 
I have done: but indeed it may prove of fo 
much greater charge than all the ref, that I 
will only lay the cafe before you and the mi- 
nifiry, and lay to their prudence and genero- 

Jity, what fum they foall think fit. to beftow 
upon tt. 

The perfon I mean, is Dr. Swirt; a 
dignified clergyman, but one, who, by bis own 
confefion, has compofed more libels than Jer- 
mons. If it be true, what I have heard of~ 
ten affirmed by innocent people, That too much 
wit 1s dangerous to falvation, this unfortu~ 
nate gentleman mujt certainly be damned to all 
eternity. But, I hope his long experience in 
the world, and Srequent converfation with 
&reat men, will caufe him (as it has fome 
others) to have lefs and lefs wit every day. 
Be tt as it will, I fhould not think my own 
Soul deferved to be faved, tf I did not endea- 


VOur 
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vour to fave his; for I haveall the obligati- 


ons in nature to bim. He has. brought me 
into better company than I cared for, made 
me merrier when I was fick than I bad a 
mind to be, and put me upon making poems 
an purpofe, that be might alter them &e. 


I once thought I could never have dif 
charged my debt to his kindnefs, but have 
lately been informed, to my unfpeakable comport, 


that I have more than paid it all, For, 
MonsizurR pE MontTaGne has affured 


me, ‘ that the perfon who receives a benefit 
“* obliges the giver?’ for fince the chief eu- 
deavour of one friend ts todo good to the other, 
he who adminifters both the matter and occafion, 


is the man who ts liberal. At this rate it is 


impofible Dr. Swirt fbould be ever out 
of my debt, as matters fland already: and, 


for the future, he may expeét daily more ob- 





iigations from 
his moft faithful, affectionate 
humble fervant, 
A. Pope, 


I have finifbedthe Rape of the Lock, 
but I believe I may fay here till Chriftmas, 
without hindrance of bufinefs. 


In 
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In the beginning of the year 1714, 
Swirr returned to England,’ ‘He found 
his great friends, who fat in the feat of 
power, much difunited among them- 
felves. He faw the Queen declining in 
her health, and diftreffed in her fituation: 
while faction was exerting itfelf, and ga- 
thering new ftrength every day. The 
part which he had to act upon this occa- 
fion, was not fo difficult, as it was dif 
agreeable. He exerted the utmoft of his 
{kill to reunite the minifters, and to ce- 
ment the apertures of the ftate. I could 
defcend into very minute particulars, 
were I to tell you what I have heard him 
fay upon this occafion: but, my deareft 
Ham, let me {peak to you with my 
ufual fincerity. We are at prefent too 
near that era, and have had too many 
unexpected confequences from it, either 
to judge impartially, or to write un- 
dauntedly, of thofe tempeftuous times. 
Be contented if I tell you, that as foon 
as SwirT found his pains fruitlefs, his 
argue 
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arguments unavailing, and his endea- 
vours, like the ftone of Sisypuus, roll- 
ing back upon himfelf, heretired to a 
friend’s houfe in Berk/bire, where he re-. 
mained till the Queen died. . So fatalja, 
eataftrophe puta final period to all his: 
views in England, and made him return, 
as faft as.poflible, to his deanery in Jre- 
land, \oaded with thofe agomizing paffi- 
ons, grief and difcontent.. 1am forry.to 
leave him in fo uneafy a fituation, but.I 
muft haften to fubfcribe myfelf, 


Your affettionate Father, 


ORRERY, 
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E are now, dear HAmitron, 

\ \) no longer to behold Dr. Swirr 
of any importance in England: his 
hopes there are crufhed for ever: his 
minifterial friends are degraded, ba- 
nifhed, or imprifoned, Indecent Tage, 
fanguinary zeal, and ill-tempered loy- 
alty revelled at large throughout the 
three kingdoms, efpecially in Ireland, 
where duels were fought almoft every 
week, and where the peft was fo univer- 
fal, that the ladies were as violent as 
the gentlemen. Even children at fchool 
quarrelled for Kings, inftead of fighting 
for apples. 

As SwirtT was known to have been 
attached to the Queen’s laft miniftry, 
to have written again{t theWhigs, and “Zo 
** haveoiled many a fpring which HARLEY 
“* moved,” hemet with frequent indignities 
from 
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from the populace, and indeed was equally 
abufed by perfons of all ranks and de- 
nominations. Such-a treatment foured 
his temper, confined his acquaintance, 
and added bitternefs to his ftyle: and, 
fince the future part of ‘his life and 
writings 1s to differ, in all circumftances, 
fo widely from the paft, fince his ftudies 
and companions, -his politics and his 
cuftoms, are now to be altered and ex- 
changed for new habits, new friends, 
new ambition, and a new world, fuffer 
me, my Ham, to take a general review 
of him as an author. 

If we confider his profe works, “we 
fhall find a certain mafterly concifenefs 
in their ftyle, that has never been equal- 
led by any other writer. The truth of 
this affertion will more evidently appear, 
by comparing him with fome of the 
authors of his own time. » Of thefe Dr. 
TiLttotson, and Mr. Appison, are’ to 
be numbered among the moft eminent. 
Appison has all the powers that can 
captivate 
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captivate and improve: his. diction is 
eafy, his periods are well turned, his 
expreffions are flowing, and his humour 
is delicate. TirLoTson is nervous, 
grave, majeftic, and perfpicuous. We 
muft join both thefe characters together 
to form a true idea of Dr. Swirr: yet 
as he outdoes Appison in humour, he 
excels TILLoTson in perfpicuity. The 
Archbifhop indeed confined himfelf to 
fubjeéts relative to his profeffion: but 
Appison and Swirt are more diffufive 
writers. They continually vary in their 
manner, and treat different topics in a 


different ftyle. When the writings of /27< tha pra he 
ADDISON terminate in party, he lofes -7«“e7 “**4¥ 


a ‘a 
ir nr ba On 
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GrachkeDt14 


himfelf extremely, and from a delicate, 


and yuft comedian, deviates into one of Zug erbened— 

the loweft kind*. Not fo Dr. Swirr: #6 ban OC frap eg 

he appears like a mafterly gladiator. He 

wields the fword of party with eafe, 

juftnefs and dexterity: and while he 

entertains the ignorant and the vulgar, 
a Sce the papers intitled the Freeholder. 
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he draws an equal attention from the 
learned and the great. _When he is fe 
rious, his gravity.becomes him, When 
he laughs, his readers muft laugh with 
him. . But, what fhall be faid for his 
love of trifles, and his want of delicacy 
and decorum? Errors, that if he did 
not. contract, at. leaft he: encreafed in 
Ireland... They are without a. parallel; 
I hope they will ever remain fo. The 
firft of them, arofe merely from his love 
of flattery, with which he was daily 
fed in that kingdom: the fecond, pro- 
ceeded from the mifanthropy © of ~his 
difpofition, which induced him peevifh- 
ly to debafe mankind, and even:to ridi~ 
cule human nature itfelf, Politics were 
his favourite topic, as they:gave him an 
opportunity ‘of gratifying his ambition, 
and thirft of power: yet even in this 
road, he has feldom continued long in 
one particular path. He has written 
mifcellaneoufly, and has chofen rather 
to appear.a wandering comet, than a 
fixed 
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fixed ftar. Had he applied the faculties 
of his mind to one great, and ufeful 
work, he muft have fhined more gloa 
rioufly, and might have enlightened a 
whole planetary fyftem in the political 
world. | | | 

The poetical. performances of Dr 

Swirt ought to be confideréd as occas 
fional poems written either to pleafe, or 
vex fome particular perfons. We mut 
not fuppofe them defigned for pofterity : 
if he had cultivated. his genius in that 
way, he muft certainly. have. excelled, 
efpecially in fatyr. We fee fine iketches, 
in feveral° of his pieces :. but-he feems 
more defirous to inform, and ftrengthen 
his mind, than to indulge the luxurianey 
of his imagination... He choofes to dif 
cover, and correct errors in the works 
of others, rather than to illuftrate, and 
add beauties to hisown. Like a {kilful 
artift, he is fond of probing wounds to 
their depth, and of enlarging them to open 

view. °He prefers cauftics, which erode 

F proud 
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proud flefh, to fofter balfamics, which 
give more immediate cafe. He aims to 
be feverely ufeful, rather than politely 
engaging ; and as He was eithér*not 
formed; or would’ not take pains to°ex- 
cel in poetry, he became, in fome mea- 
fure, fwperior to it; and aflumed more 
the-air ‘and manners of ‘a critic; than of 
a poet. | Had he lived in the fame age 
with Horace, he-would have approach- 
ed nearer to him, than ‘any other ‘poet : 
and if we may: make ‘an’ allowance for 
the different courfe ‘of ftudy; and diffe- 
rent form’of government, to which each 
of thefe' great men were fubject, we may 
obferve; in feveral inftanees, ‘a ftrone ‘re: 
femblance' bétween them.” Both’ ‘poets 
are’ equally” diftinguifhed ‘for wit “and 
humouf;'’ Each difplays: @ peculiar’ feli- 
city im ‘diction’ but,’ of the two, Ho- 
RACE i§ ‘the more elegant and delicate 
while ‘he condemns, he pleafes. Switrr 
takes pleafure in giving pain: The dif- 
fimilitude of their tempers~ might be 
owing 
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wing to the different.turns in their for- 
tune. Swirt early formed large views 
of ambition, and was difappointed: 
Horace, from an exiled low ftate, rofe 
into affluence, and enjoyed the favour 
and friendfhip of Aucusrus. Each poet 
was the delight of the principal perfons 
of his age. Cum magnis vixiffe was not 
more applicable to Horace, than to 
Swirt. They both were temperate: 
both were frugal ; and both were of the 
fame Epicurean tafte. Horace had his 
Lypra, Swirt had his Vanessa. Ho- 
RAcE had his Mecawnas, and his 
Acrippa. Swirt had his ‘Oxrdrp; 
and his Borincsroxs. Horace had 
his Vircizt, Swirr had his Pops, 
After the great names, which Ihave 
juft now mentioned, it is matter of 
aftonifhment to find the fame perfon, 
who had enjoyed the higheft, and the 
beft.converfation, equally delighted with 
the loweft and the worft: and yet it is 
certain, from Swirt’s fettlement in Dub- 
F 2 lin 
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lin as Dean of St. Patrick's, his choice 
of companions “in general fhewed. him 
of a very depraved tafte. 

From the year feventeen hundred and 
fourteen, till he appeared in the year 
twenty, a champion for Ireland againft 
Woop’s halfpence, his fpirit of _ poli- 
tics, and of patriotifm, was kept almoft 
clofely confined within his own breaft. 
Idlenefs and trifles engrofled too many 
of his hours : fools and_fycophants too 
much of his converfation. | However, 
let me obferve to you, thatthe: treat- 
ment which he received, after the death 
of Queen Ann} was almoft a fufficient 
reafon to juftify a contempt, if not an 
abhorrence of the human race. He had 
bravely withftood all hoftile indignities, 
during the life time of that Princefs ; 
but when the whole army of his, friends 
were not only routed, but taken prifon- 
ers, he dropt his fword, and retired. into 
his fortification at Dublin, from whence 
he feldom ftirred beyond the limits of his 
own 
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own garden, unlefs in great indulgence 
to fome particular favourites. 

His attendance upon the ~ public 
fervice of the church was regular and 
uninterrupted: and indeed regularity 
was peculiar to him in all his aétions, 
even in the greateft trifles. . His hours 
of walking, and ‘reading, never varied:: 
Flis motions were guided -by his watch, 
which was fo conftantly held in’ his 
hand, or placed before him upon his 
table, that he feldom deviated many 
minutes, in the daily revolution of his 
exercifes. and employments. His works, 
from the year 1714, to the year 1720; 
are few in number, and of {mall im- 
portance. Poems to Sretta, and trifles 
to Dr. SHERIDAN, fill ak a great part of 
that period. 

In the year 1720, he began to re-af- 
fume, in fome degree, the character of 
a political writer, A {mall pamphlet zz 
defence of the Irifh manufaétures, was, I 
believe, his firft effay (in Ireland) in that 
oe kind 
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kind of writing: and'to that’ pamphlet; 
he owed the turn of the popular tide 
in his'favour*, His fayings of wit'and 
humour had been handed about) and 
repeated from time to time among the 
people. They had the effeét of ah art- 
ful preface, and had pre-engaged’ all 
seaders in his favour. They were adapt- 
ed to the underftanding, and pleafed 
the imagination of the vulgar: and he 
was now looked upon in a new light, 
and diftinguifhed by the title of THE 
DEAN, 

The flux and-reflux of epic fove 
and hatred are equally violent. ‘They 
are often owing to accidents, but fome- 
times to the return of reafon, which; 
unaflifted by education, may not be able 
to guide the lower clafs of people, into 
the right tract at the beginning, but 
will be fufficient to keep them in it, when 
experience has pointed out the road, 


+See Letter 16th, 


The 
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The pamphlet, propofing the’ univerfal 
ufe of Irifh manufactures within the 
kingdom, had captivated all hearts. Some 
little pieces of poetry to the fame purpofe, 
were no lefs acceptable and’ engaging. 
The attachment which the Dean bore to 
the true intereft of Ireland; was 16 
longer doubted, His patriotifm was as 
manifeft as his wit.’ He was looked 
upon with. pleafure and refpect, as he 
pafled through the ftreets: and he had 
attained fo high a degree of popularity, 
as to become an arbitrator in the. dif- 
putes of property among his neighbours : 
nor did any man dare to appeal from his 
opinion, or to murmur at his decrees. 
But the popular affection, which the 
Dean ‘had hitherto acquired, may be 
{aid not to have been univerfal, till the pub- 
lication of the DrapiEr’s /etters, which 
made all ranks, and all profeffions una- 
nimous in his applaufe. The occafion 
of thofe letters was a fcarcity of copper 
coin in Iyeland, to fo great a degree, that 
K 4 for 





FRETEEDI ES aststesEge~ a; 


Pag spies eras gate bey teas iets: 


Sopa vere ay: 





yz REMARKS ON THE LIFE 

for fome time patt the chief manufa@urs 

ers throughout the kingdom, were ob- 
liged to pay their workmen in pieces. of 

tin, or in other tokens of fuppofititious 

value.. Such a method was very difad- 
vantageous to the lower parts of traffic; 

and was in general an impediment to the 

commerce of the ftate. To remedy this 

fs Ge LTH evil, the Jate King granted a patent to 
Ae tf Wittiam Woop, to coin, during the 
term of fourteen years, farthings and 
halfpence in England for the ufe of Ire- 

fand, to the value of a certain fum {pe- 

cified, Thefe halfpence and farthings 

were to be received by thofe perfons, 

who would voluntarily accept them. But 

the patent was thought to be of fuch 
dangerous confequence to the public, 

and of fuch exorbitant advantage to the 
patentee, that the Dean, under the cha- 

racter of M. B. DrapizR, wrote a letter 

to the people, warning them not to. ac~ 

cept Woon’s halfpence and farthings as 

eurrent coin. This firft letter was: fuc~ 
ceeded 
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ceeded by feveral others to the fame pur- 
pofe, all which are inferted in his works. 
. At the found of the Draprer’s trum- 
pet, a fpirit arofe among the’ people, 
that, in the eaftern phrafe, was Mike unto a 
tempeft in the day of the whirlwind. Every 
perfon of every ‘rank, party; and deno- 
mination, was convinced, that the ad- 
miffion of Woon’s copper mutt prove 
fatal to the commonwealth. The Papift, 
the Fanatic, the Tory, the Whig, all 
lifted themfelves) volunteers; under the 
banner of \M. B. Drapier,; and. were 
all equally zealous to ferve the common 
caufe. Much: heat, and» many: fiery 
{peeches againft the adminiftration, were 
the confequence of this union: nor had 
the flames been allayed,.. notwithftand- 
ing threats and-proclamations, had not 
the coin been totally fuppreffed, and had 
not Woop withdrawn his patent. 

This is the moft fuccinét account that 
can be given of an affair, which alarmed 
the whole Jrif} nation to a degree, that 

In 
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in a lefs loyal kingdom: muft have fo- 
mented a rebellion : but:the dtedfaft loy- 
alty of the Irifh, and their true devotion 
to the prefent royal family is immove- 
able: and although this unfortunate na- 
tion may not hitherto have found many 
diftinguifhing marks of favour and in- 
dulgence from the throne, yet it is to be 
hoped, in time they may meet with their 
reward. | 
The name of Aucustus was not be- 
ftowed upon Ocravius Cmsar with more 
univerfal approbation, than’ the name of 
Tae Drapier was beftowed upon Tue 
Dean. He had no fooner affumed his new 
cognomen, than he became the idol of the 
people of Ireland to a degree of devoti- 
on, that inthe. moft {uperftitious coun- 
try fcarce any idol ever obtained. Liba- 
tions to ‘his health, or, ‘in plain englifh, 
bumpers, ‘were poured forth'to the Dra= 
PIER as /arge and as frequent, as to the 
glorious and immortal memory of K, Wit- 
LiAM the third. \ His effigies was painted 
in 
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in every ftreet in Dublin,  Acclamations 
and vows for his profperity attended ‘his 
footfteps wherever he paffed,. He was 
confulted in “alP points’ rélatiig to do- 
meftic poli¢y-in general, ‘and’to'the trade 
of Irelandit ‘particular :\| but-he was 
more immediately looked ‘upon as‘ the 
leciflator' of thé weavers, who frequently 
came in a body; confiftitig of fifty or fixty 
chieftains of their tradé, to réceive his ad- 
vice, in fettling the rates of their manu- 
factures, and the wages of their jour-. 
rieymen. “'He received their addreffes 
with lefs “majefty than: fternnefs, and 
ranging his fubjects in a circle round his 
parlour, {poke as copioufly, and with as 
little difficulty’ and hefitation, to the fe- 
veral points’ ii’ which they fupplicated 
his affiftance, as. if trade had been the 
only ftudy and employment of his life. 
When elections were depending for the 
city of Dublin, many corporations re- 
fufed to declare themfelvés, till they had 
confulted his fentiments and inclinations, 


which 
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which were punctually followed with 
equal chearfulnefs and fubmiffion. In 
this {tate of power, and popular love and 
admiration, he remained: till he loft his 
fenfes: a lofs which he feemed to fore- 
{ee, and prophetically lamented to many 
of his friends *. | 

I have now conduéted® the Dean 
through the moft interefting circum- 
{tances of his life, to. the fatal period 
wherein he was utterly deprived of rea- 
fon. If your.curiofity leads you to en= 
quire into the particulars of that misfor- 
tune, it muft be the fubject of fome fu- 
ture letter: for, at prefent, Ithink it is 
time to indulge. myfelf in affuring you, 
that I am with an inexpreflible warmth 
of heart, my dear Hamyxron, 


Your moft affectionate Father, 
ORRERY;: 


* See Letter XXI, 
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SROBORTS BORORS-HRIOBO BOROROSLORP) 


OTe Pee ey | 


My dear HAMILTON, 


OU feem not only defirous, but 

impatient, that I fhould pafs criti- 
cally thorough all the works of my friend 
SwirT. Your requeft is unreafonable if 
you imagine, that I muft fay fomething 
upon every individual performance: 
There are fome pieces that I defpife, 
others that I loath, but many more that 
delight and improve me: and thefe laft 
fhall be difcuffed particularly. The for- 
mer are not worthy of your notice. 
They are of no farther ufe than to 
{hew us, in general, the errors of hu- 
man nature; and to convince us, that 
neither the height of wit, nor genius, 
can bring a man to duch a degree of per- 
fection, as vanity would often prompt 
him to believe, 
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_ Ina difquifition of the fort which you 
require, I {hall avoid as much as poffible 
any annotations upon’ that kindof fatyr, 
in which the Dean indulged himfelf 
againft particular perfons: moft of whom 
it 18 probable. provoked his.rage by ytlietr 
own mifconduct, and confequently owed 
to their own rafhnefs the wounds which 
they received from his .pen: but I have 
no delight inthofe kind of writings, ex. 
cept for the fake of the wit, which, .ei- 
ther in general, or in particular fatyr, | is 
equally to be admired... The edge of, wit 
will always remain keen,,,and. its blade 
will be ‘bright and fhining, when the 
{tone, upon which it has been whetted, 
is'worn out, or thrown. afide and forgot- 
ten. Perfonal fatyr againft evil magif- 
trates, corrupt minifters, and. thofe gi- 
ants of power, who gorge. themfélves 
with the entrails of their country, is difs 
ferent from that perfonal fatyr, which 
too often proceeds merely from felf-love; 
or ill-nature: the one, is written in de- 
fence 
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fence of the public, the other, in.defence 
of ‘ourfelves: The one, is armed by the 
{word of juftice, and encouraged not 
only by the voice of the people, but by 
the principles of morality: the other, 1S 
dictated by paffion, fupported by pride, 
‘and ‘applauded by flattery. At the fame 
time that I fay this, I think every man 
of wit has a right to laugh at fools, 
who give offence, or at coxcombs, who 
aré public nufances. Swirr indeed has 
lefe no weapon of farcafm untried, no 
branch of fatyr uncultivated: but while 
lie has maintained a perpetual war againft 
the mighty men in power, he has re- 
mained invulnerable, if not victorious. 
Upon a review of the Dean’s writings, 
it cannot be fufficiently lamented, that 
there is no juft, or perfect edition of 
his works. FAuLKNER’s édition, at 
leaft the four firft volumes of it (for 
there are now eight) were publifhed, by 
the permiffion and connivance, if not by 


the particular appointment of the Dean 
himfelf. 
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himfelf. But the feveral pieces are ovinn) 
together without any order or regularity 
whatever: fo that like the ancient chaos 
which contained an immenfe collection 
of various treafures, they remain in their 
{tate of confufion rudis indigefaque mp~ 
des: and yet the incoherency of fituation 
1S perhaps one of the moft excufable 
faults in the collection: for the materi- 
als. are of fo different, and {0 i incongru- 
ous a nature, that it feems as if the au- 
thor, (who was in reality the editor,) 
imagined the public under an abfolute 
neceflity of accepting the bafeft coin from 
the fame hand, that had exhibited the 
pureft, Surely the idle amufements of a 
man’s private and domeftic life, are not 
to be fent forth as fufficient entertains 
ments for the witty or the learned, Poft- 
humous works indeed are often worthlefg 
and improper, from the ill judged zeal of 
ignorant executors, or imprudent friends : 
but, a living author remains without ex- 
cufe, who either wilfully, or wantonly 
impofes upon the world, The 
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The Englifh edition of Swirt’s works 
1 have fcarce feen; and I have had I:tle 
inclination to examine it, becaufe I was 
acquainted with the Dean, at the time 
when FAULKNER’s edition came out, and 
therefore muft always look upon that 
copy as moft authentic ; well knowing 
that Mr. FAuLKNER had the advantage 
of printing his edition, by the confent 
and approbation of the author himfelf- 
The four firft volumes were publifhed by 
fubfeription, and every fheet of them 
was brought to the Dean for his revifal 
and correction. ‘The two next were 
publifhed in the fame manner. The 
feventh volume was printed from a num- 
ber of furreptitious letters publifhed in 
England: and the eighth volume did 
not come out till after the Dean’s death. 
In the publication of the fix firft vo- 
Jumes, the fituation and arrangement 
of each particular piece, in verfe and 
profe, was left entirely to the editor. In 
, G that 
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that point, the Dean. either could not; or 
would not give/him. the Jeaft affiftance. 
The dates were’ often guefied. at,. and 
every {crap was thruft: into. the parcel 
that might augment the collestion; Such 
a conduct has been produétive of a con- 
fufion that. offends the eye, and. mif- 
leads the underftanding, We. have-lefs 
pleafure in looking at.a palace built at 
different times, and put.,together by ig- 
horant workmen, than -in viewing.’a 
plain regular building compofed: by:.a 
mafterly hand in all the beauty. of fym- 
metry and order...‘The materials. of the 
former may.be more valuable,: but: the 
fimplicity of the latter. is more accept= 
able. For health and exercife,who would 
not chufe rather to-walk upon a platform 
than ina Jabyrinth ? 0r;' who does, not 
with to fee an edition. of SWIFT’s works 
becoming the genius, and dignity of the 
author ?. When.fuch an edition. is under- 
taken, I fhould hope that all the minu- 
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fie of his idle hours might, be entirely 
excluded: or at. leaft placed, like out 
buildings, at a diftance from the chief , 
edifices of  ftate. 

SwirT was naturally fond of feeing 
his works in print, and he was encou. 
raged in this fondnefs by his friend Dr, 
SHERIDAN, who had the cacoethes feribendi 
to the greateft degree, and was continu- 
ally letting off {quibs, rockets, and all 
forts of little fireworks from the prefs, 
by which means he offended many par-' 
ticular perfons, who, although they ftood 
in. awe of SwiFT, held SuHerrpan at de- 
fiance. The truth is, the poor Doétor, 
by nature the moft peaceable, inoffenfive 
man alive, was in a continual ftate of 
warfare with the minor poets, and they 
revenged themfelves, or, in the ftyle of 
Mr. Bays, often gave him fa/b for ‘fraps 
and. finged bis feathers. The affection be- 
tween Tuesrus and PerrTHous was not 
greater than the affection between SwirT 
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and SHERIDAN: but the friendfhip that 
cemented the two antient heroes proba- 
bly commenced upon motives very dif- 
ferent from thofe which united the two 
modern divines. As in a former letter, 
I drew a picture of Swirr’s wife*, let me 
here give you fome fketches of Swirtr’s 
friend. 

Dr. SHERIDAN was a fchoolmatter, 
and, in many inftances, perfectly well 
adapted for that ftation, He was deeply 
verfed in the Greek and Roman lan- 
guages ; and in their cuftoms and anti- 
quities. He had that kind of good-na- 
ture, which abfence of mind, indolence 
of body, and carelefnefs of fortune pro- 
duce ; and although not over ftrié in his 
own conduct, yet he took care of the 
morality of his fcholars, whom he fent 
to the Univerfity remarkably well found- 
ed in all claffical learning, and not ill 
inftructed in the focial duties of life. He 


* Letter II, page 22. 
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was flovenly, indigent, and chearful. He 
knew books much better than men: and 
he knew the value of money leaft of all. 
In this fituation, and with this difpofi- 
tion, Swirt faftened upon him, as upon a 
prey with which he intended to regale him- 
felf, whenever his appetite fhould prompt 
him. | SHERIDAN therefore was kept con- 
{tantly within his reach: and the only time 
he was permitted to go beyond the limits 
of his chain, was to take pofieffion of a 
living in the county of Corke, which had 
been beftowed upon him by the then Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, the prefent Earl of 
Granville. SHERIDAN, in one fatal moment, 
or by one fatal text, effected his own ruin. 
You will find the ftory told by Swirr him- 
felf, in the fourth volume of his works ?: fo 
that here I need only tell you, that this il- 
{tarred, good-natured, improvident man 


+ Page 289. Ina pamphlet entitled, A Vindication of 
his Excellency Joun Lord Carteret from the charge 
of favouring none but Tories, High Churchmen, and 
Jacobites, 
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returned to Dublin, unhinged from”“alP f4- 
vour at court, and even banifhed fromthe 
caftle. But ‘ftill/he remained ‘a’ putter, ‘a 
quibbler,’ a fiddler, ‘arid a’wit, ‘Nota day 
pafied without a rebus, an’ anagram, “ora 
madrigal, His pen and his fiddle-{tick were 
in continual motion; and yet to little or 
no purpofe, if ‘we may give credit to the 
following verfes, which {hall ferve ‘as ‘the 
conclufion ef his poetical character, 


With mufic and poetry equally ble&’d, 

A bard thus ApoLto moft humbly addrefs’d 
Great author of poetry, mufic, and light, 
Inftructed by thee I both fiddle and write : 
Yet unheeded I f{crape, or I fcribble all day, 
My tunes are neglected, my verfe flung away, 
Thy fubftitute here Vicr-Apotto * difdains, 

To vouch for my numbers, or lift to my ftrains, 
Thy manual fign he refufes to put 

To the airs I produce from the pen, or the gut. 
Be thou then propitious, great Puorbus, and grant 
Relief; or reward to my merit, or want. 

Tho’ the Dean and Detany? tranfcendently thine, 
O! brighten: one folo, or fonnet of mine, 


2 


s Dr. Swirr. > Now Dean of Doawe. 


Make 
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Make one-work.immortal; ’tis-all 1 requeft; 
Apotzo look’d pleas’d, and refolving to jeft, 
Replied, honeft friend, I’ve confider’d your cafe, 
Nor diflike your unmeaning and innocent face. 
Your petition I grant, the boon is not great, 
Your works fhall.continue, and here’s the receipt, 
On * Roundos hereafter your fiddle-ftrings fpend, 
Write verfesin circles, they never fhall end. 


In the courfe of ‘my correfpondence, my 
dear Ham, you may poflibly obferve fome 
{eeming contradictions, as I am purfuing 
the Dean through the mazy turnings of 
his character: But, they will eafily be re- 
conciled, when you confider, that, of all 
mankind, Sw1rT perhaps had the greateft 
contrafts in his temper. He often put me 
in mind of that wild opinion, which Piu- 
+ arcu fays was entertained by the fages of 
old, “ That we are fubject to the influ- 
“ence of two principles, or deities, who 
‘are in conftant oppofition’ to each other; 


¢A fong, or peculiar kind of poetry, which returns to 
the beginning of the firft verfe, and fo continues in a perpe- 
tual rotation. 
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‘‘ the one directing us to the right hand, 
“and. through the right road, the other 
‘* driving us aftray, and oppofing us from 
purfuing the traét pointed out by his 
‘ adverfary.” The Manichean herefy, you 
know, has been built upon this hypothefis ; 
and it is not impoffible (as the doétrine it- 
{elf was propagated before the time of Ma- 
NES) that fome antient fpeculative philofo- 
pher may have invented fuch a kind of 
mythology, merely to folve the various 
contradictions which he found fluctuating 
within his own breaft, 

You will poffibly expeét from me a col- 
lection of apophthegms, which the Dean may 
have uttered upon various occafions. But, 
the witty records of table-talk in my mind 
feem too minute and Over curious; at leaft I 
muft wifh to treat with you upon fubjects 
of more importance. I mean fuch fub- 
jects as will teach you to follow fome mo- 
ral virtue, or to fhun fome moral evil. 


ef 
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Forgive me too, if I am now and 
then guilty of repetitions. In reviewing 
the fame perfon fo often, the fame 
thoughts, if not the fame expreffions 
will inevitably occur, But, excufes for 
thefe kind of errors, are, I hope, unne- 
ceflary. Candour and truth are. the 
chief points that I have had in view, 
knowing them to be coincident with your 
own manner of thinking. 

You are now fufficiently prepared for 
that particular edition of Swirt’s works, 
which I intend to purfue: and I fhall 
undertake the performance with great 
pleafure and alacrity, becaufe I flatter 
' myfelf it may be acceptable to you, as 
it comes from 


Your moft affectionate Father, 


ORRERY. 
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Was very glad to be interrupted} by: 

_ your unexpected vifit. The fight’ 
of yoy, and the happinef§ which Ii con+ 
{tantly receive in your company, are re 
collected by me in your abfence, with: 
fuch a kind of inexpreffible pleafure, as 
the warmeft affe€tion and the trueft ten- 
dernefs infpire: and as I am always 
carneft to comply with your requefts, I 
take the earlieft opportunity of going 
on with a plan, that hitherto has re- 
ceived the encouragement of’ your. filial 
partiality. 

The firft volume of FauLKNER’s edi- 
tion confifts of various traéts jumbled 
together, without any regularity or or- 
der, ‘The firft treatife in this volume is 
entitled, 4 difcourfe of the contefts and dif- 
fentions between the nobles and commons in 
ATHENS and Rome. It was written in 


the 
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the year 1701. towards the latter end of 
King Wittiam’s reign, and at a time, 
when ‘that Prince was made extremely 
uneafy, by the violence with which fome 
of his ‘minifters, and chief favourites 
were ‘purfued. However bright the 
crown of England might have glittered 
in the eyes of the Prince of Orange, he 
found it, when placed upon his head, a 
crown of thorns. ‘The longer he wore 
‘the diadem, the bandelet {till became 
more tight and irkfome. Complaints, 
and enquiries arofe in the fenate. 
Feuds, and unchriftian animofities, in 
‘the convocation. Nor had foreign affairs 
a more propitious afpect. Lrwis the 
fourteenth was making large ftrides to- 
wards univerfal monarchy. Plots were 
carrying on at St. Germain’s. The 
Dutch had acknowledged the Duke of 
Anjou as King of Spain: and Europe 
in general feemed pregnant of fire, and 
ready to burf{t into flames. Thus began 
the year 1701. King Wittram in hopes 
ta 





ky 


92. REMARKS ON THE LIFE 


to difpel this fulphureous body of clouds, 
which feemed to threaten fome future 
thunder of extraordinary violence, had 
made feveral changes in his miniftry, 
and had removed fome of his faithful- 
eft fervants from places of the higheft 
truftand dignity. The alteration proved 
of little or no effect. The animofity of 
the houfe of commons could not be ap- 
peafed. They looked upon the depri- 
vation of lucrative employments, as an 
infufficient punifhment for high crimes 
and mifdemeanors : and they began firft 
by impeaching the Earl of Porritanp?: 
and then proceeded to the impeachments 
of Lord Somers, the Earl of Or- 
Forp‘’, and the Earl of Harrirax4. 


aWittram Benrinex, Earl of PoRTLAND, 
Groom of the ftole. 

> Joun Somers, Baron Somers of Evefbam. Firk, 
Lord Keeper: afterwards, Lord High Chancellor, 

‘“Epwarp Russetx, Earl of Orrorp. Trea- 
furer of the Navy, and one of the Lords Commiffion- 
ers of the Admiralty. 

4 CHARLES Mounracur, Earl of HAturrax. 
Appointed one of the Commiffioners of the Treafury ; 
and afterwards made Chancellor of the E xchequer. 
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Thefe were all great men; and the 
three laft were of remarkable abilities 
and experience. Lord Somers was the 
general patron of the “/terati, and’ the 
particular friend of Dr. Swirr. The 
Earl of Orrorp had been confidered in 
a manner as lord high admiral; the 
whole affairs of the navy having been 
committed to his charge. Lord Hatti- 
rax had a fine genius for poetry, and 
had employed his more youthful part of 
life in that fcience. He was diftinguifhed 
by the name of Mouse Mounracur, 
having ridiculed, jointly with Mar 
Prior, Mr. Drypen’s famous poem of 
the Hind and Panther. The parody is 
drawn from Horacr’s fable of the City 
Moufe and Country Moufe, and begins, 


A milk white moufe, immortal and unchang'd, 


Fed on foft cheefe, and oer the dairy rang’d. 


_ But afterwards, upon Mr. Mounra- 
GUE’s promotion te the chancellorfhip 
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of the Exchequer, Prior, with a good- 
humoured indignation at feeing his 
friend preferred, and himfelf neglected, 
concludes an epiftle written. in the. year, 
1698, to FLEETWOoD SHEPHERD, E{q; 
with thefe three lines, 


Nor wou'd I have tt long obferv'd, 


My friend Cuartes Mountacue’s prefer'd, 
That one Moufe eats, while t other's flarv'd, 


You will find the. characters of, the 
four impeached lords defcribed; under 
Athenian names. Puocion is the Earl 
of PorTLAND. ARIsTIDEs is Lord So- 
MERS. ‘THEMISTOCLES is the Earl of 
ORFORD. Pericres is the Earl of 
Hariirax. In parallels of this fort, it 
is impoffible that every circumftance 
fhould tally with the utmoft exaétnefs: 
but the whole treatife is full of hiftori- 
cal knowledge, and excellent reflexions. 
It is not mixed with any improper fallies 
of wit, or any light airs of humour: 
and in point of ftyle and learning, is 
equal, 
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equal, if:not fuperior, to any of his po- 
litical works. 

Subfequent »to the difcourfe concerning 
Athens and Rome, is a paper written 10 
the year 1703; in.derifion of the ftyle 
and .manner of -Mr. Roperr Boy te. 
To. what. a:height muft the fpirits of far- 
cafm arife in an author, who ,could.pre- 
wail upon ‘himfelf to ridicule fo good a 
aman as‘Mr.\Boy1Le? But, the {word of 
wit, like the fcythe of time, cuts down 
friend.and.foe, and.attacks every object 
‘that accidentally lies in its.way. How- 
ever, {harp and virrefiftible as the edge 
‘of it may be, Mr. Boye will always 
remain invulnerable. 

The fentiments of a church-of-England- 
man, with refpedt to religion and government, 
was written in,the year 1708. It 1s 
adapted. to that.particular period. The 
ftyle of the whole pamphlet 1s nervous, 
and, except in fome.few places, impar- 
tial. The ftate of Holland is fo jultly, 
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and, at the fame time, fo concifely deli- 
neated, that I cannot help tranfcribing 
it. Speaking of the Dutch, the author 
fays, ‘* They are a commonwealth founded 
“on @ fidden, by a defperate attempt on a 
“‘ defperate condition, not formed or digefted 
into a regular fyftem by mature thought and 
‘< reafon, but huddled up under the preffure 
‘of fudden exigencies; calculated for no 
“< long duration, and bitherto fubjifting by 
“ accrdent in the midft of contending powers, 
who cannot yet agree about fharing it 
“ amongh them.” This tract is very well 
worth your reading and attention: and 
it confirms an obfervation which: will 
perpetually occur, that Swirr excels in 
whatever ftyle or manner he affumes. 
When he is in earneft, his ftrength of 
reafon carries with it conviction. When 
in jeft, every competitor’in the race of 
wit 1s left behind him. 

The argument againft abolifbing Chri- 
fiianity is carried on with. the higheft 
wit 
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wit and humour. Graver divines threaten 
their readers with future punifhments : 
Swirt artfully exhibits a piCture of 
prefent fhame. He judged rightly in 
imagining that a {mall treatife, written 
with a fpirit of mirth and freedom, muft 
be more efficacious, than long fermons, 
or laborious leffons of morality. He 
endeavours to laugh us into religion ; 
well knowing, that we are often laughed 
out of it. As you have not read the 
pamphlet, excufe a quotation, to which 
may be prefixed the old proverb ex pede 
Herculem. “ I would fain know (fays the 
** Dean) how zt can be pretended, that the 
‘© churches are mifapphed, Where are 
“< more appointments and rendezvoufes of 


‘ gallantry? Where more care to appear 
&¢ 


Aa 


in the foremoft box with greater advantage 
* of drefs? Where more meetings for buf- 
*< nefs? Where more bargains driven of all 
“* forts? And where fo many conveniencies 


** or incitements to fleep ? 


H The 
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The papers which immediately follow 
are entirely humorous, and relate to 
Partripcs the almanac maker: ‘and 
although they are not only temporary, 
but local, yet by an art peculiar to 
Swirt himfelf, they are rendered *im- 
mortal, fo as to be read with pleafure, 
as long as the Englifh language 
fubfitts. 

To thefe, fucceeds 4 project for the ad- 
vancement of religion, and the reformation 
of manners, written in the year 1709, 
and dedicated to the Countefs of BERK- 
LEY. The author appears in’ earneft 
throughout the whole treatife, ‘and the 
dedication, or introduction, is ina ftrain 
of ferious panegyric, which the Lady, to 
whom it is addrefled, undoubtedly de- 
ferved. But as the pamphlet is of ‘the 
fatirical kind, I am apt to imagine, that 
my friend the Dean puta violence upon 
himfelf; in ‘chufing’ to’ appear. candidly 
ferious, rather than to fmile ‘under’ his 
ufual mafk of gravity. Read it, and 
tell 
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tell me your opinion: for methinks, 
upon thefe occafions, I perceive him 
writing in fhackles. 

The tritical effay on the faculties ” the 
mind, will make you {mile. 

The letter to the Earl of OxFoRD for cor- 
recting, improving, and afcertaining the Eng- 
lith tongue might have been a very ufeful 
performance, if it had been longer, and 
lefs eclypfed by compliments to the 
noble perfon to whom it 1s addrefled. 
It feems to have been intended as a pre- 
face to fome more enlarged defign: at 
the head of which fuch an introduction 
muft have appeared with great propriety. 
A work of this kind is much wanted, 
as our language; inftead of being im- 
proved, is every day growing worfe, 
and more debafed. We bewilder our- 
felves in various orthography ; we 
{peak, and we write at random; and 
if a man’s common converfation were to 
be committed to paper, he would be 
{tartled for ro find himfelf guilty in 2 

H 2 few 
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few fentences, of fo many folicifms and 
fuch falfe Englifh. I believe we are the 
only people in the Chriftian world, who 
repeat the Lord’s. Prayer, in an ungram- 
matical manner: and I remember to 
have heard, that when a motion was 
made in the Convocation to alter the 
word [which] for the word [who] the 
propofition was rejected by the majority. 
+’ This inftance may fhew you of what 


fort of men, the moft learned, and even 


times compofed. But let us confider the 
conduct of a neighbouring nation. How 
induftrious have the French been to im- 
prove their language? and to what a 
{tate of perfection have they brought 
it? Rome, by her conquefts, made her 
dialect univerfal :’ France, by her policy, 
has done the fame. © By policy, I mean 
the encouragement of arts and fciences ; 
which will often render a nation more 
powerful than arms, Nothing has ‘con- 
tributed fo much to the purity and ex- 
cellence 
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cellence of the French tongue, as the no- 
ble academies eftablifhed for that pur- 
pofe: and, until fome public work of 
the fame kind is undertaken in England, 
we cannot flatter ourfelves with any 
hopes of amending the errors, or afcer- 
taining the limits of our ftyle. I fhall 
not prefume even to whifper to you, 
that I think a defign of this fort is fuffi- 
ciently momentous to attract the confi- 
deration of our legiflative powers. Their 
thoughts are otherways employed, and 
their faculties otherways applied. But 
I will venture to fay, that if to our hofpi- 
tals for lunatics, an hofpital was added | 
for the reception, and fupport of men of 
fenfe and learning, it would be of the 
higheft honour to the prefent age, and of 
no lefs advantage to pofterity. I call it an 
hofpital, becaufe I fuppofe it to be erected 
for the benefit of fuch perfons, whofe in- 
firm fortunes, or difeafed revenues, may 
have rendered the ftrength and abilities of 
their minds weak and ufelefs to the pub- 
}¥ 3 lic : 








102 .- REMARKS ON THE LIFE 
lic: for Tentirely agree with ArtstoTix) 
where he fays, in the words of his 
icholiaft, Eum preclara et magna vix poffe 
exequi et preflare, cut facultates defunt ; 
quoniam per amicos et civilem potentidm ve- 
futs per infirumenta neceffe oft pleragque éfici, 
The reflexions, that arife from this theme, 
{ find, are driving me beyond the bounds 
of a letter: therefore I fhall only add, 
that I heartily with you may think an 
attention to your native language as ufe- 
ful, and improving a ftudy, as can be 
purfued, in whatever ftation of life Pro- 
vidence may allot you. 

There are two other letters in this vo- 
lume extremely worthy of your notice, 
The one is, To a young gentleman lately en 
tered into holy orders. ‘The other is, Toa 
young lady on ber marriage. The former, 
ought to be read by all the young cler- 
gymen in the three kingdoms, and the 
latter, by all the new married women. 
But, here again is the peculiar felicity of 
SWIFT’s writings; the letters are ad- 
drefied 
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dreffed only to a young clergyman and a 
young lady, but they are adapted to 
every age and underftanding. They con- 
tain obfervations that delight and im- 
prove every mind ; and they will be 
read, with pleafure and advantage, by 
the oldeft, and moft exemplary divines, 
and by the moft diftinguifhed, and moft 
accomplifhed ladies. 

The reft of the volume is filled up with 
fhort traéts, and papers of various forts: 
moftly humorous, and entertaining. You 
will laugh at the ftory in one of the Iz- 
telligencers, of Whife and Swobbers: and. 
you will with the Tatler on thofe inferior 
duties of life, called Les petites Morales, 
hung up in every “{quire’s hall in England. 
Iam, my deareft HamILTon, 


Your moft affectionate Pather, 
ORRERY. 
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W = are now come, my dear’ Ha- 


MILTON, to the fecond volume of 
Swirt’s works. It is filled with poetry : 
but the poems in general are fhort and 
fatirical. The poem of the greateft 
length, and, I believe, the longeft ever 
compofed by Dr. Swirt, is of a very 
extraordinary nature, and upon a- very 
extraordinary fubject. © It is called Cas 
DENUS and Vanessa. Asa poem, it is 
excellent in its kind, perfectly correé: 
and admirably conduéted. Swirt, who 
had the niceft ear, is remarkably chafte 
and delicate in his rhymes. A bad rhyme 
appeared to him one of the capital fins 
in poetry ; and yet it is a fin into which 
fome of our greateft poets have fallen. 
Drypen frequently: Pope fometimes. 
The former, was embarrafled with a wife 
and family, and was often under fuch 

neceflitous circumftances as to be ob- 


—dhiged 
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liged to publifh, or to want fubfiftence. 
The latter, was in a lefs confined, and 
in a much more eafy fituation: he was 
naturally judicious, and uncommonly 
attentive to maintain the dignity of his 
character. Although his body was 
weak, his mind was equal to the weight 
of his laurel crown; and he wore it 
not only with eafe, but majefty. Take 
him as a poet, we /hall not fee his like again. 
But why do I keep you in fufpenfe? you 
are impatient, I dare fay, to know fome 
particulars of Vanessa. Her real name 
was EsrHER VANHOMRIGH*. She was 
one of the daughters of BaRTHOLOMEW 
VANHOMRIGH, a Dutch merchant of 
Amfierdam, who, upon the revolution}. 
went into Ireland; and was appointed, 
by King Wituiiam, a commiffioner 
of the revenue. Her mother, whofe 
name I forget, was born in IJre- 
and, of very mean extraétion. The 
Dutch merchant, by parfimony and pru- 


@ The name is pronounced VANNUMMERY. 
dence, 
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dence, had colleéted a fortune of about 
fixteen thoufand pounds: he bequeath- 
ed an equal divifion. of it to his 
wife and his four children, of which 
two were fons, and two were daughters, 
The fons, after the death of their father; 
travelled abroad. The eldeft died be- 
yond fea, and the youngeft, furviving 
his brother only a fhort time, the whole 
patrimony fell to his two fitters, EsTHER 
and Mary. 

With this increafe of wealth, and 
with heads and hearts elated by afflu- 
ence, and unreftrained by forefight’ or 
difcretion, the widow VANHOMRIGH and 
her two daughters quitted the illuxurious 
{oil of their native country, for the more 
elegant pleafures of the Englifh court. 
During their refidence at London, they 
lived in a courfe of prodigality that 
{tretched itfelf far beyond the limits of 
their income, and reduced them to great 
diftrefs ; in the midft of which, the mo- 
ther died, and the two daughters haft- 
ened 
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éned in all fecrecy back to Ireland, be- 
ginning their journey on a Sunday, to 
avoid the interruption, and importuni- 
ties of a certain fierce kind of animals 
called bailiffs, who are not’ only fworn 
foes to wit and gaiety, but whofe tyranny, 
although it could not have reached the 
deified Vanessa, might have been very 
fatal to EstHeR VANuHomricH. Within 
two years after their arrival in Jreland, 
Mary the youngeft fifter died, and the 
{mall remains of the fhipwreckt fortune 
centered in VANESSA, 

Vanity makes terrible devaftation in a 
female breaft. It batters down all re- 
{traints of modefty, and carries away 
every feed of virtue. .VANESSA was ex- 
ceffively vain, The character given of 
her by CapEnvus is fine painting, but, 
in general, fictitious. She was fond of 
drefs: impatient to be admired: very 
romantic in‘her turn of mind: fuperior, 
in her own opinion, to all her fex: full 
of pertnefs, gaiety, and pride : not with- 
out 
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out fome agreeable accomplifhments, but 
far from being either beautiful or gen- 
teel ; -ambitious, at any rate,’ to be 
efteemed a wit; and, with that view; 
always affecting to keep company with 
wits: a great reader, and a violent ad- 
mirer of poetry: happy. in the thoughts 
of being reputed Swirt’s concubine: but 
ftill aiming and intending to be his wife. 
By nature haughty, and difdainful, look- 
ing with the pity of contempt upon her 
inferiors, and. with the fmiles of felf- 
approbation upon her equals: but upon 
Dr. SwirtT with the eyes of love. Her 
love was -founded in vanity, or, to ufe 
a more fafhionable phrafe, 72 tafe. His 
own lines are the beft proof of my 
affertion. 


CApENus many things had writ ; 
Vanessa much efteem’d his wit, 
And call’d for his poetic works ; 
Mean time the boy * in fecret lurks, 


*® CuPIp. 


And 














AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. tog 

And while the book was in her hand, | 

The urchin, from his private ftand, 

Took aim, and fhot with all his ftrength 

A dart of fuch prodigious length ; ~ 

It pierc’d the feeble volume thro’, ° 

And deep transfix’d her bofom too. 

Some lines, more moving than the reft, © 

Stuck to the point that pierc’d her breaft; 

And born direétly to her heart, 

With pains unknown encreas’d the fmart. 
VANESSA, not in years a {core, 

Dreams of a gown of forty four ; 

Imaginary charms can find, 

In eyes, with reading, almoft blind : 

CADENUS now no more appears 

Declin’d in health, advanc’d in years: » 

She fancies mufic in his tongue, 

Nor further looks, but thinks him young: 


The poem itfelf is dated in the: year 
1713, when SwirT was in his meridian 
altitude ; favoured by the courtiers ; flat- 
tered, feared; and admired by the great- 
eft men 1n the nation.. . 


By 








bot 
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By the verfes which T have already rés 
cited, it may be prefumed, that the 
lady was -firft {mitten with the fame and 
character of CapENus, and afterwards 
with his perfon. Her firft thoughts pur- 
fued a phantom. Her later paffion de- 
fired a fubftance. The:manner in which 
fhe difcovered her inclinations, is poeti- 
cally defcribed: in thefe lines. 


She own’d the wand’ring of her thoughts, 
But he muft.anfwer for her faults. 

She well remember’d, ‘to’ her coft, 

That all his leffons: were not loft: 

Two maxims fhe.cou’d {till produce, 
And fad experience taught their ufe : 
That virtue, pleas’d: by being fhown, © 
Knows nothing which it dare not own ‘ 
Can make us, without fear, difclofe 
Our inmoft fecrets to our foes : 

That common forms were not defign'd 
Direétors to a noble mind. 

Now, faid the nymph, ‘to let you fee; 
My actions with your rules agree ; 

That 
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‘That I can vulgar forms defpife, 

And have no fecrets to difguife, 

I knew, by what you faid and writ, 
How dang’rous things were men of wit; 
You caution’d me againft their charms, 
But never gave me equal arms: 

Your leffons found the weakeft part, 
Aim’d at the head, and reach’d the heart. 


Suppofing this account to be true, and 
I own to you, my Ham, I can fcarce 
think it otherwife, it is evident, that the 
fair Vanessa had made a furprizing 
progrefs in the philofophic doétrines, 
which fhe had received from her pre- 
ceptor. His rules were certainly of a 
moft extraordinary kind. He taught 
her, that vice, as foon as it defied fhame; 
was immediately changed into virtue. 
That vulgar forms were not binding up- 
on certain choice /pirits, to whom ‘either 
the writings, ‘or the perfons of men of 
wit were acceptable. She heard the 
leffon with attention, and imbibed the 
| philo- 
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philofophy with eagernefs,. The max- 
ims fuited her éxalted turn of mind. She 
imagined that if the theory appeared fo 
charming, the practice muft be much 
more delightful. The clofe conneétion 
of foul and body feemed to require, in 
the eye of a female philofopher, that 
each fhould fucceed the other in all 
pleafurable enjoyments. The former had 
been fufficiently regaled, why muft the 
latter remain unfatisfied? <‘ Nature, faid 
Vanessa, “ abhors a vacuum, and na- 
‘« ture ought always to be obeyed,” She 
communicated thefe fentiments to her tu- 
tor, but he feemed not to comprehend 
her meaning, nor to conceive the d/- 
fiinciio rationis that had taken rife in his 
own fchool. He anfwered her in the 
non-effential modes. He talked of friend- 
fhip, of the delights of reafon, of gra- 
titude, refpeét and efteem. He almoft 
preached upon virtue; and he muttered 
fome indiftinét phrafes concerning cha- 
{tity. 

So 
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So unaccountable a conductin CapENnus 
may be thought rather to proceed from 
defects in nature, than from the fcrupu- 
lous difficulties of a tender confcience. 
Such a fuppofition will ftill appear more 
ftrong, if we recollect the diftant man- 
ner in which Swirt .cohabited with 
STELLA, colder, if poflible, after, than 
before, fhe was his wife: and I now re- 
collect fome of his own lines that feem to 
confirm the furmife, as they contain an 
infinuation againft Vanessa, not per- 
haps fo much intended to wound her 
reputation, as to fave his own. 


But what fuccefs Vanzssa met 

Is to the world a fecret yet. 

Whether the nymph, to pleafe her fwain; 
Talks in a high romantic. ftrain ; 

Or whether he at laft defcends, 

To act with lefs feraphic ends ; 

Or to compound the bufinefs, whether 
‘They temper love and books together, 
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Muft never to mankind be told; 
Nor fhail the confcious mufé unfold. ’ 


It 1s impoffible to read this-eruel hint 
without great indignation againft the 
confcious mufe, efpecially as it is the fi- 
nifhing ftroke’of a picture, which was 
already drawn in too loofe a garment, 
and'too unguarded a pofture. In this 
inftance, I am afraid the Dea mutt re- 
main inexcufable. — 

Vanessa, in fome time after the death 
of her fifter, retired to Se/bridge,-a {mall 
houfe and eftate that had been purchafed 
by her father, within ten or twelve miles 
of Dublin. Spleen and difappointment 
were the companions of hér. folitude. 
The narrownelfs of her income; the cold- 
nefs of her lover, the lofs of ‘her repu- 
tation, all contributed to make her mifer- 
able, and to encreafe the frenzical difpo- 
fition of her mind. - In this melancholy 
fituation fhe remained feveral years, dur- 
ing which time Capznus vifited her fre- 
eRe ; quently, 
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guently. Their particular converfation, 
as it pafled without witneffes, muft for 
ever remain unknown: but, in general, 
it is certain, that fhe often prefled him 
to marry her. His anfwers were rather 
turns of wit than pofitive denials; till at 
laft, being unable to fuftain her weight 
of mifery any longer, fhe writ a very 
tender epiftle to Caprnus, infifting 
peremptorily upon as ferious an an- 
fwer, and an immediate _ acceptance, 
or abfolute refufal of her, as his wife. 
His reply was delivered by his own 
hand. He brought it with him when 
he made his final vifit at Selbridge: and 
throwing down the letter upon her 
table, with great paffion haftened back 
to his horfe, carrying in his countenance 
the frowns of anger and indignation, - 
Dr. Swirt had a natural feverity of 
face, which even his fmiles could fcarce 
foften, or his utmoft gaiety render placid 
and ferene: but when that fternnefs of 
vifage was encreafed by rage, it is f{earce 
L2 poffible 


Qi2.c08 sae ‘ es 
ning SEES eo: Sis gse erent tz 


sipiseteteragehsier 


Sates 


te CREE 
Be hS: 





116 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 


poffible to imagine looks, or features, that 
carried in them more terror and aufterity. 
Vanessa had feen him in all tempers, 
and from his outward appearance fhe 
guefled at the inward contents of his let- 
ter. She read it with as much refolution 
as the prefent cruelty of her fate, and 
the raging pride of her heart, would 
permit. She found herfelf — entirely 
difearded from his  friendfhip and 
conyerfation. Her offers were treated 
with infolence and difdain. She met 
with reproaches inftead of love, and 
with tyranny inftead of affection. She 
had long thrown away the gentle leni- 
tives of virtue; which, upon this occa- 
fion, might have proved healing ingre- 
dients to fo deep, and fo dangerous a 
wound. She had preferred wit to reli- 
gion, fhe had utterly deftroyed her cha- 
racter, and her confcience: and fhe was 
now fallen a prey to the horror of her 
own thoughts. 


Ti 14 
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Tum vero infelix fatis exterrita Dido 
Mortem orat: tedet cceli convexa tuert. 


She did not furvive many days the 
letter delivered to. her by CapENus, 
but, during that fhort interval, fhe was 
fufficiently compofed, to cancel a will 
made in SwirT’s favour, and to make 
another, wherein fhe left her fortune 
(which, by long retirement, was in 
fome meafure retrieved) to her two 
executors, Dr. BrrKiey, the pre- 
fent Bifhop of Cloyne, and Mr. Mar- 
SHALL, one of the King’s Serjeants at 
law.. She had chofen Mr, MarsHALt, 
not only as he had an excellent charae- 
ter, but as he was her relation... She 
had little perfonal acquaintance with 
Dr. BerKiey: his virtues, and his ge- 
nius, were univerfally known : yet other 
motives perhaps induced her to appoint 
him a joint executor: in fuch an ap- 
pointment, fhe probably defigned to mor- 
, 13 tify 
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tify the pride of Dr. Swirr, by let- 
ting him fee, that, in her laft thoughts, 
fhe preferred a ftranger before him. 

Thus perifhed, at Se/bridge, under all 
the agonies of defpair, Mrs. EsTHer 
VANHOMRIGH ; a miferable example of 
an ill-fpent life, fantaftic wit, vifi- 
onary fchemes, and female weaknefs. 

My paper fcarce allows room for. 
the affectionate name of 


ORRERY, 


So SRS ae tee tee tee eee ete tee 
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My dear Hami.ton, 


ftant. You feem fo much pleafed 
with the commentaries relating to Va- 
NessA, and you have exprefled fo much 
fatisfaction in my account of STELLA«, 


that probably you wifh Swirr to have 
| had 


I Have received yours of the 24th in- 
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had as many wives and miftrefles as So- 
Lomon, in order to furnifh me with 
perpetual materials for the hiftory of a 
Lady. It is true, my friend the Dean 
kept company with many of the fair 
fex, but they were rather his amufement 
than his admiration. He trifled away 
many hours in_ their converfation, he 
filled many pages in their praife, and by 
the power of his head, he gained the 
character of a lover, without the leaft 
affittance from his heart. To this parti- 
cular kind of pride, fupported by the 
bent of his genius, and joined by the 
exceflive coldnefs of his nature, VANESSA 
owed the ruin of her reputation, and 
from the fame caufes, SrELLA remained 
an unacknowledged wife. If. we confider 
Swirt’s behaviour, fo far only as it re- 
lates to women, we fhall find, that he 
looked upon them rather as bufts, than 
as whole figures. In his panegyrical 
defcriptions, he has feldom defcended 
lower than the center of their hearts: 
I 4 | or 
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or if ever he has defigned’a compleat 
ftatue, it has been generally caft in a 
dirty, or in a difagreeable mould: as if 
the flatuary had not conceived, or had 
not experienced, that juftnefs of pro- 
portion, that delicacy of limb; and 
thofe pleafing, and graceful attitudes 
which have conftituted the {ex to be the 
moft beautiful part of the creation, If 
you review his feveral poems to Srerza, 
you will find them fuller of affection 
than defire, and more expreflive of 
friendthip, than of love, For example, 


Thou, STELxa, wert no longer young, 
When firft for thee my harp I ftrung ; - 
‘Without one word of Cuprp’s darts, 
Of killing eyes, or bleeding hearts : 
With friendfhip and efteem poffeft, 

I ne'er admitted Love a guett. 


Moft of the poems, which are abfo- 
lutely addreffed to Srezzia, or which 
defcribe her in a variety of attitudes, 
turn 
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turn upon her age: a kind of excufe 
perhaps for Swirt’s want of love. 

I began one of my former letters, my 
dear Hamitton, by a declaration that 
it was impoffible for me to pafs a very 
minute comment upon the various pieces 
that he has written; and 1 muft renew 
the fame declaration in regard to his 
poems, ‘They are not only mingled 
improperly, in points of dates, and 
fubjects, but many, very many of them, 
are temporary, trifling, and I had almoft 
faid puerile. Several of them are per- 
fonal, and confequently fcarce amufing ; 
or at leaft, they leave a very {mall 
impreflion upon our minds, Such 
indeed as are likely to draw your at- 
tention, are exquifite, and fo peculiarly 
his own, that whoever has dared 
to imitate him in thefe, or in any 
of his works, has conftantly failed in 
the attempt. Upon a general view of his 
poetry, we fhall find him, as in his other 
performances, an uncommon, furpriz- 
ing, 
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ing, heteroclite genius: luxurious im 
his fancy, lively in his ideas, humorous 
in his deferiptions, and bitter, exceeding 
bitter in his fatyr. The reftleflnefs of 
his imagination, and the difappointment 
of his ambition, have both contributed 
to hinder him, from undertaking any 
poetical work of length or importance. 
His wit was fufficient to every labour : 
no flight could have wearied the ftrength 
of his pinions : perhaps if the extenfiye 
views of his nature had been fully fa- 
tisfied, his airy motions had been more 
regular, and lefs fudden. But, he now 
appears, like an eagle that is fometimes 
chained, and at that particular time, for 
want of nobler, and more. proper food, 
diverts his confinement, and appeafes his 
hunger, by deftroying the gnats, butter- 
flies, and other wretched infedéts, that 
unluckily happen to buzz, or flutter 
within his reach. 

While I have been reading over this 
volume of his poetry, I have confidered 
him 
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him as an /gyptian hieroglyphic, which, 
though it had an unnatural, and fre- 
quently an indecent appearance, yet it 
always contained fome fecret marks of 
wifdom, and fometimes of deep mora- 
lity. The fubjects of his poems are 
often naufeous, and the performances 
beautifully difagreeable. 

The Ladys Drefing Room has been 
univerfally condemned, as deficient in 
point of delicacy, even to the higheft 
degree. The beft apology that can be 
made in its favour, is to fuppofe, that 
the author exhibited his Crria in the 
moft hideous colours he could find, left 
fhe might be miftaken as a goddefs, 
when fhe was only a mortal. External 
beauty is very alluring to youth and in- 
experience; and Swirt, by pulling off 
the borrowed plumes of his harpy, dif- 
covers at once a frightful bird of prey, 
and by making her offenfive, renders her 
lefs dangerous and inviting. Such, I 
hope, was his defign ; but let his views 
and 











oo 


124. REMARKS ON THE LIFE”: 
and motives have been ever fo beneficial, 
his general want of delicacy and deco 
rum, muft not hope even to find =the 
fhadow of an excufe; for iteis: impoffi- 
ble not to own, that he too frequently 
forgets that politenefs and tendernefs: of 
manners, which are undoubtedly due'to 
human kind. From his early, and repeated 
difappointments, he became a mifan- 
thrope. If his mind had been more 
equal and content, I am willing to believe; 
that he would have viewed the works 
of nature with a more benign afpect. 
And perhaps, under a lefs conftant ro- 
tation of anxiety, he might have pres 
ferved his fenfes to the laft fcene of life, 
and might. have enjoyed that calm exit 
from the ftage, for which his friend 
Horace fo earneftly fupplicates APoLto, 


Frui paratis et valido mbt 

Latoe dones, et precor, integra 

Cum mente: nec turpem fenectam - 
Degere, nec cithara carentem, 

I have 
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Ihave already told you, that his pride 
was fo great as {carce to admit any body 
to the leaft fhare of his friendfhip, except 
fuch who could amufe him, or-fuch who 
could do him honour. ‘To thefe two 
different .clafles,; we owe many of his 
poems. His companions and humble 
followers find themfelves immortalized by 
the infertion of their names in addreffes 
to STELLA, or in other mifcellaneous 
pieces written in-an eafy, although not 
in acarelefs manner. His more exalted 
friends, whofe ftations and characters 
did him honour, are treated in a diffe- 
rent ftyle: and you will perceive a real 
dignity, and a moft delicate kind of 
wit in all his poems to Lord Oxrorp, 
Lord PETEeRBoRouGH, Lord CaARTERET?, 
Mr. Putreney’, and I think I may 
particularly add, in a poem to the 
Countefs of WINCHELSEA‘, and another 


* Now Earl of GRANVILLE, 
>’ Now Earl of Baru. 
© Under the name of ARDELIA, 
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to Mrs. Bippy Froyp®. Thefe names 
abetted him in his purfuit of fame. 
They reflected back the glory which he 
gave. ' But, ftill I cannot recollect one 
poem, nay, fcarce a couplet, to his no- 
ble patron Lord Botincsroxe. In that 
inftance, he has been as filent, as 
VirciL has been to Horace, and yet 
he certainly had not a grain of envy in 
his compofition. 

{ think I can difcern a third kind of 
ftyle in his poems addreffed to Mr. Porr, 
Mr. Gay, Dr. DeLany, and Dr. Youne, 
When he writes to them; there 1s a mix- 
ture of eafe, dignity, familiarity, and 
affection. They were his intimate 
friends, whom he loved fincerely, and 
whom. he wifhed to accompany into the 
poetical regions of eternity. 

I have juft now caft my eye over a 
poem called Death and Daphne, which 
makes me recollect an odd incident rela- 
ting to that nymph. Swart, foon after 
our acquaintance, introduced me to her, 
as 
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as'to one of his female favourites, I 
had’ fearce been half an hour in her 
company, before fhe ‘afked me, if I had 
feen the DEAn’s poem upon Death and 
Daphne. As I told her I had not, the 
immediately unlocked a cabinet, and 
bringing out the manufcript, read it 
to me with a feeming {atisfaétion, 
of which, at that time, I doubted the 
fincerity. While fhe was reading, the 
Dean was perpetually correcting her for 
bad pronunciation, and for placing a 
wrong emphafis upon particular words. 
As foon as fhe had gone thorough the 
compofition, fhe affured me {milingly, 
that the portrait of Dapune was drawn 
for herfelf: I begged to be excufed from 
believing it, and protefted that I could not 
fee one feature that had the leaft réefem- 
blance, but the Dean immediately burft 
into a fit of laughter. “ You fancy, fays 
“he, that you are very polite, but you are 
“much miftaken. That Lady had ra- 
“ ther be a Dapune drawn by me, than 
“Sag 
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«a Sacuarissa by any other pencil.” 
She confirmed what he had faid, with 
ereat earneftnefs, fo that I had no other 
method of retrieving my error, than by 
whifpering in her ear, as I was conduct- 
ing her down ftairs to dinner, that in- 
deed I found 


“© Her band as dry and cold as lead,” 


You fee the command. which 
Swirt had over all his females : and 
you would have {fmiled to have found 
his houfe, a conftant feraglio of very 
virtuous women, who attended him from 
morning till night, with an obedience, 
an awe, and an affiduity, that are fel- 
dom paid to the richeft, or the moft 
powerful lovers; no, not even to the 
Grand Signor himfelf. 

To thefe Ladies, SwirT owed the 
publication of many pieces, which ought 
never to have been delivered to the prefs. 
He communicated every compofition as 
foon 
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foon as finifhed, to his female fenate, 
who, not only paffed their judgement on 
the: performance, but conftantly afked, 
and .almoft as conftantly obtained, a 
copy, of it. You cannot be furprized 
that it was immediately afterwards feen 
in. print: and when printed, became 
a part of his works. He lived much at 
home, and was~ continually writing, 
when alone. Not. any of his Senators 
prefumed to approach him when he fig+ 
nified his pleafure to remain in private, 
and without interruption. His night- 
gown and {flippers were not eafier put 
on, or. off, than his attendants. No 
Prince ever. met with more flattery to’ 
his‘own:perfon, or more devotion to his 
own.mandates. This defpotic power not 
only blinded him, but gave a loofe to 
paffions that ought to have been kept 
under a proper reftraint. I am forry 
to fay, that whole nations are fometimes 
facrificed to his refentment : for reflections 
of that fort appear to me the leaft jufti- 
K fiable 
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fiable of any kind of fatyr. You will read 
his Acerrima with indignation, and his 
Minutiae with regret. Yet I muft add, that 
fince he has defcended fo low as to write, 
and, ftill fo much lower, as to print 
riddles, he is excellent even in that kind 
of verfification. The lines are {moother, 
the expreffions are neater, and the 
thought is clofer purfued than in’ any 
other riddle-writer whatever. But, Swirt 
compofing riddles, is Tir1an painting 
draught-boards, which muft have been 
mexcufable, while there remained a fign- 
poft painter in the world, — 

At the latter end of the volume, you 
will find two Latin poems. The firft, 
An epifile to Dr. Sueripan ; the laft, 
Al defcription of the rocks at Carbery in 
Ireland. The Dean was extremely fo- 
licitous, that they fhould be printed 
among his works: and what is no lefs 
true than amazing, he aflumed to him- 
felf more vanity upon thefe two Latin 
poems, than upon many of his beft 
? Englifh 
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Englifh performances. It is faid, that 
Miron in his own judgement preferred 
the Paradife regained to the. Paradi fe 
ft. "There poffibly might be found 
fome excufe for fuch a preference, but 
in Swirt’s cafe there can be none. He 
underftood the Latin language perfeétly 
well, and he read it conftantly, but- he 
was no Latin poet. And if the Carderiz¢ 
rupes, and the Epiftole ad Tuomam Sup- 
RIDAN, had been the produce of any 
other author, they muft have undergone 
a fevere cenfure from Dr. Swirr. 

Here I fhall difmifs this volume of 
his‘poems, which has drawn me into a 
greater length of letter than I intended. 
Adieu, my Ham, believe me ever, 


Your affectionate Father, 


ORRERY. 
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GEORGORES BOLOVS RPBO BOSONS BOS BORD 


eB TPR We 


My dear HamiLTon, 


HE third volume of Swirt’s 

works contains The travels of LE- 
MUEL GULLIVER into feveral remote na- 
tions of the world. . They are divided into 
four ‘parts; the firft, a voyage to Lz/h- 
put; the fecond, a voyage to Brobding- 
nag; the third, to Laputa and other 
iflands ; the fourth, and moft extraordi- 
nary, to the country of the Houyhubums, 
Thefe voyages'are intended as a moral 
political romance, in which SwirT feems 
to have exerted the ftrongeft efforts of 
a fine irregular genius.. But while his 
imagination and his wit delight, the ve- 
nomous ftrokes of his fatyr, although in 
fome places juft, are carried into fo unt- 
verfal a feverity, that not only all hu- 
man actions, but human nature itfelf, is 
placed 
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placed in the worft light. Perfeétion in 
every attribute is not indeed allotted to 
particular men: but, among the whole 
{pecies, we difcover fuch an affemblage 
of all the great, and amiable virtues, 
as may convince us, that the original 
order of nature contains in it the great- 
eft beauty. It is directed in a right line; 
but it deviates into curves and irregular 
motions, by various attractions, and dif- 
turbing caufes. Different qualifications 
fhine out in different men. Bacon and 
Newton (not to mention Boyte) fhew 
the divine extent of the human mind: 
of which power SwirT could not be in- 
fenfible ; but as I have often told you, 
his difappointments rendered him fple- 
netic, and angry with the whole world. 
Education, habit, and conftitution, 
give a furprizing variety of characters ;_ 
and, while they produce fome particular 
qualities, are apt to check others. For- 
titude of mind feldom attends a feden- 
tary life : nor is the man, whofe ambitious 
K 3 Views 
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views are crofied, {cafce ever afterwards 
indued with benevolence of heart..."Fhe 
fame mind, that. is capable of exerting 
the greateft virtue, by fome. defect-in the 
firft fteps of education, often degenerates 
into the greateft vice. Thefe effects take 
their fource from caufes almoft mecha- 
nical. The foul, in our prefent fituati- 
on; is blended and enclofed with cor- 
poreal fubftance, and the matter of 
which our body 1s compofed, produces 
f{trange impulfes upon the mind; but the 
inftances that might illuftrate, and ex- 
plain the different effects arifing from 
this formation, are too. digrefflively ex- 
tenfive for my prefent plan. 

To correct vice, by fhewing her de 
formity in oppofition to the beauty of 
virtue, and to amend the falfe fyftems of 
philofephy, by pointing out the errors, 
arid applying falutary means to avoid 
them, is a noble defign. This was the 
general intent, I would fain flatter my- 
felf, of my hieroglyphic friend. 


GULLIVER’S 
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Gutriver’s travels are chiefly:to. be 

looked upon as an irregular effay. of” 
Swirt’s peculiar wit and humour. Let. 
us take a view of the two firft parts to- 
gether. The inhabitants of Lilliput are 
reprefented, as if reflected from a cone. 
vex mirrour, by which every object: is 
reduced to a defpicable minutenefs, The 
inhabitants of Brobdingnag, by a contrary 
mirrour, are enlarged to a {hocking de- 
formity. In Lilliput we behold a fet of 
puny infects, or animalcules in human 
fhape, ridiculoufly engaged in affairs of 
importance. In Brobdingnag the mons 
{ters of enormous fize are employed in 
trifles. 

Lemur GuLurver has obferved great 
exaétnefs in the juft proportion, and ap- 
pearances of the feveral objects thus lef 
fened and magnified: but he dwells too 
much upon thefe optical deceptions. The 
mind is tired with a repetition of them, 
efpecially as he points out no beauty; nor 
ufe in fuch. amazing difcoveries, which 
K 4 might 
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might have beenfo continued:as:torhave 
afforded: improvement, at the fame time 
that they gave.aftonifhment:.. Upon: the 
whole, «he too: often fhews an indelicacy 
that.is not.agreeable, and exerts his vein 
of humour moft improperly» im fome 
places, where (Iam afraid) he glances 
at religion. 

In his defcription of Lilliput, he feems 
to‘have had England more immediately 
in view. In his defcription of Blefufcu 
he feems to intend the people and king- 
dom of France: yet the allegory between 
thefe nations» is frequently interrupted, 
and {carce any where compleat:» Several 
juft ftrokes of fatyr are {cattered here 
and there upon errors in the conduét of 
our government : and, in the fixth chap- 
ter of -his-voyage to Brobdingnag, he 
gives an account of the political ftate of 
Europe: his» obfervations: are» delivered 
with his ufual {pirit of humour:andfe- 
verity... He appears moft particularly af- 
fected with the proceedings of the courts 


of 
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of judicature, and complains’ of being 
almoft ruined by a Chancery fuit, which 
was: determined in his favour with cofts. < It 
muft be confeffed, that inftances of this 
kind. are too frequent in our: courts of 
juftice, and «they leave:us no room to 
boaft of the execution of our prefent 
laws, however excellent the laws, in their 
own original foundation, may have been. 
Fudgement, when turned into wormwood, is 
bitter, but delays, as Lord Bacon ob- 
ferves, turn it into vinegar: it becomes 
{harp, and corroding : and certainly it is 
more eligible to die immediately by the 
wound of an enemy, than to decay lin- 
gering by poifon, adminiftered from a 
feeming friend. 

The feventh chapter of the voyage of 
Brobdingnag contains fuch farcafms on the 
{tructure of the human body, as too 
plainly fhew us, that the author was 
unwilling to lofe any opportunity of de- 
bafing and ridiculing his own {pecies. 


Here 
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Here a réflexion naturally occurs, 
which, without any fuperftition, leads 
me tacitly to admire, ahd confefs the 
ways of Providence: for this great ge- 
nius, this mighty wit, who feemdd ‘td 
{coff; and fcorn at all mankind; ‘lived 
not only to be an example to punifh his 
own pride, and to terrify ours, but un- 
derwent fome of the greateft miferies to 
which human nature is liable.. The par- 
ticulars of this affertion will appear, by 
copying a letter which one of his relati- 
ons fent to me, in anfwer to my ens 
quiries after his fituation. 
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Dublin, November 22, 1742. 


on LORD, 


HE. eafy manner, in which you reproach 

me for not acquainting you with the poor 
Dean's jituation, lays a frefb obligation upon 
me; yet mean as an excufe is for a fault, I 
fall attempt one to your Lordfhip, and only 
jor this reafon, that you may not think me 
capable of negleéting any thing you could com- 
mand me, I told you in my laft letter, the 
Dean's underfianding was quite gone, and I 
Seared the farther particulars would only fhock 
the tenderne/s of your nature, and the melan- 
choly fcene make your heart ach, asit bas of- 
ten done mine. I was the laft perfon whom 
he knew, and when that part of bis memory 
Jatled, he was fo outragious at feeing any 
body, that I was forced to leave him, nor 
could he reft for a night or two after feeing 
any perfon: fo that all the attendance which 
I could pay him was calling twice a week to 
enquire after bis health, and to obferve that 
proper care was taken of him, and durft only 
look at him while his back was towards me, 
fearing to difcompofe him, He walked ten 


hours 
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hours a day, would not eat or drink tf bis 
Servant frayed in the room. His meat was 
ferved up ready cut, and Jometimes it would 
lie an bour on the table before he. would touch 
it, and then eat 1t walking. About fix weeks 
ago, in one night's time, bis left eye {welled 
as large as an egg, and the id Mr, Nicuots 
(bis furgeon) thought would mortify, and 
many large boils appeared upon bis arms and 
body. The torture be was in, is not to be 
defcribed. Five perfons could fcarce hold 
him for a week, from tearing out his own 
eyes: and, for near a month, he did not fleep 
two hours in twenty four: yet a moderate ap- 
petite continued; and what 1s more to be 
wondered at, the lafi day of his zllnefs, be 
knew me perfectly well, took me by the band, 
called me by my name, and fhewed the 
fame pleafure as ufualin feeing me. I afked 
him, if be would give me a dinner? He faid, 
to be fure, my old friend. Thus he continued 
that day, and knew the Doctor and Surgeon, 
and all his family fo well, that Mr. Nicuoxs 
thought it poffible be might return to a fhare 
of underfianding, fo as to be able to call for 
what be wanted, and to bear fome of his old 
friends to amufe him. But alas! this pleafure 
to me was but of fhort duration; for the next 
day 
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day or two it was all over, and proved to be 
only pain that had rouzed him. He is now 
Sree from torture: his eye almoft well; very 
quiet, and begins to fleep, but cannot, with- 
out great difficulty, be prevailed on to walk 
a.turn about his room: and yet in. this way 
the Phyfictans think he may hold out for fome 
time. Lam, my Lord, 


Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient 
humble fervant, 


M. WHITEWayY. 


What a fhocking, what a melancholy 
account is this! of how {mall eftimation 
muft the greateft genius appear in the fight 
of Gop! | 

About a year and a half afterwards, 1 
received a letter from another of his relati- 
ons, DEANE SwiFT, Efq; in anfwer to a 
report, which I had mentioned to him, of 
Dr. Swirt’s having viewed himfelf (as 
he ‘was led acrofs the room) -in a glafs, 
and crying out, “ O poor old man!” ° The 
letter is written long after the Dean had 
been totally deprived of reafon, 


My 
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Dublin, April 45.1744 
My LORD, 


‘Sto the fory of O poor old man! ¥ 
enquired into it.The Dean did [ay fome- 
thing upon his fecing bimfelf in the glafs, but 
neither Mrs, RipGEwAy, nor the lower 
Servants could tell me what it was he faid. I 
defired them to recollect it, by the time when 
I fhould come again to the deanery. I have 
been there fince, they cannot recollect it. A 
thoufand fiortes have been invented of him 
within thefe two years, and impofed upon the 
world, I thought this might have been one 
of them; and yet Iam now inclined to think, 
there may be fome truth in tt: for on Sunday 
the 17th of March, as he Lata in bis chair, 
upon the hoyfekeeper’s moving a knife from 
him as he was going to catch at it, he 
Shrugged lis fooulders, and, rocking bim wfelf, 
faid, Yam what I am, Iam what Iam; 
and, about fix minutes afterwards, 7 -epeated 
the ‘Bihe words two or three times over. 

His fervant fhaves his cheeks, and all his face 
as low as the tip of his chin, once a week: 
but under the chin, and “ha the throat, 
when the hair grows long, it is cut with 


Sciffars. Some- 
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Sometimes he will not utter a fyllable: at 
other times be wtll fpeak incoherent words 3 
but be never yet, as far as I could bear, 
talked nonfenfe, or faid a foolif> thing. 

About four. months ago be gave me great 
trouble: be feemed to have a mind to talk to 
me, In order to try what he would fay, I 

told him, I came to dine with him, and im- 
mediately bis houfekeeper, Mrs. RipGEwA Y; 

faid, Won't you give Mr, Swrrr a glafs 
of wine, Sir? he fhrugged his fhoulders, jujt 

¢s he wled to do when he had a mind that a 

friend fhould fpend the evening with him. 

Shrugging bis fhoulders, your Lordfhip may 

remember, was as much as to hap ee oul 
“* ruin me in wine.” Lown, TF was farce 
able to bear the fight. Soon after, be again 
endeavoured, with a good deal of pain, to 

Jind words to fpeak to me: at laft, not being 
able, after many efforts, be gavea heavy fizh, 
and, I think, was afterwards filent. This 
puts me in mind of what he faid about jive 
days ago. He endeavoured Jeveral times to 

Speak tobis fervant (now and then he calls him 
by bis name) at laff, not jinding words to ex- 

prefs what he would be at, after fome uneafi- 
nefs, be faid, “Yam a fool,” Not long 
ago, the fervant took up bis watch that lay 

Upon 
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upon the table to fee. whato'clock it was; be 
faid, “ Bring. it here?’ and when it was 
brought, be looked very. attentively at it: 
fome time ago, the fervant. was breaking a 
large fiubborn coal, be fatd, Thangs ga 
‘© ftone,: you blockhead.” 

In. a-fews days, or fome very fhort time, 
after guardians had been appointed for him, 
L went. into his dining room, where be. was 
walking, I faid fomething to him very infig- 
nificant, 1 know not what , but, inflead of 
making any. kind of anfwer to it, he fatd, 
“Go, Go,” pointing with bis hand to the 
door, and immediately afterwards, raifing 
his hand to bis head, he faid, ** My beft.un- 
“ derftanding,” and fo broke off abruptly, 
and walked away... I am, my Lord, 


Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, 


DEANE SWIFT. 


Thefe two letters will not. probably oc- 
cafion in you very. chearful f{peculations. 
Let us return back therefore to the Le/h- 
putians, and the Brobdingnaggians ; where 
you will find many ridiculous. adventures, 
even 
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even fuch as muft have excited mirth 
from Heraciitus, © Where indelicacies 
do not intervene, the narrative is very 
entertaining and humorous. © Several 
jut ftrokes of fatyr are fcattered up and 
down upon political errors in governs 
ment. In fome parts, Guuiiver feems 
to have had particular incidents; °if not 
particular perfons, in his view. His ob« 
fervations on education are ufeful: and 
fo are his improvements on the inftituti= 
ons of Lycureus. Upon reading over 
the two: firft parts of  thefe travels; I 
think that I can difcover a very great re- 
femblance between certain paflages in 
GuLiiver’s voyage to Lilliput, and the 
voyage of Cyrano DE BERGERAC to the 
fun and moon. 

“CYRANO DE BerGeERAc is a French 
author of a fingular character, who had 
a very peculiar turn of wit and humour, 
in many refpects refembling that of 
SwirT. He wanted the advantages of 
learning, and a regular education : his 
L, imagi-~ 
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imagination. was.léfs’ guarded,:'and cor= 
reét, but more agreeably. extravagant. 
He has introduced:into-his philofophical 
romance, . the fyftem, of DrscaRTEs 
(which was then much. admired)):inter- 
mixt with feverab fine ftrokes: of jut, fa- 
tyr) on the wild; and:immechanical en- 
quiries of the philofophers, and. aftrono- 
niers of thatiage? and:in many-parts:he 
has: evidently directed. the plan, o which 
the Dean.of St: PaTrricx’s has purfued,. 

Iam ‘forry; and yet, in. caridour,: b 
ought toroblerve, that:GuLLIvER; Vin his 
voyage:tov Lilliput, dares: evento exert 
his vein of humour fo. liberally; :as:to 
place the. refurrections(one of s the .moft 
encouraging »priticiples of the Chriftian 
religion) in a ridiculous, and>:.con- 
temptible light +... Why: fhould: that ap- 
pointnient,be denied to man, op appear 
fo..very. extraordinary in the human 
kind, which the Author of snature 
has illuftrated in the vegetable fpecies, 


a. Page 55; | 
where 
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where the feed. dies and corrupts, before 
it can rife again to new beauty and 
glory? But I am writing out of my 
province; and that I may be tempted 
no farther, here let me ‘end the criticifm 
upon the two firft parts of Gutiiver’s 
travels, the conclufion of which, I mean 
GuLLiver’s efcape from BroppINGNaG, 
is humorous, fatyrical, and decent. I 
am, my deareft Ham, By duty and in- 


clination, 
Your beft friend, 
and moft affectionate Father, 


ORRERY, 
BOOS SSISIOD GOSS GI GIIOHOS HOHOHIOS 


nde VE PE oR.) XIE 


My dear HaMitTton, 


HIE third part of Guiirver’s tra: 

vels are in general written againft 

chymifts, mathematicians, mechanics, 
and projectors of all kinds: 

L 2 SWIFT 
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Swirt was little acquainted with ma- 
thematical knowledge, and was prejudi- 
ced againft it, by obferving the. ftrange 
effects it produced in thofe, who applied 
themfelves entirely. to that fcience. No 
part of human literature has given 
greater ftrength to the mind, or has 
produced greater benefits to ‘mankind, 
than the feveral branches. of learning 
that may pafs under the general deno- 
mination of mathematics. But the 
abufes of this ftudy, the idle, thin, im- 
mechanical refinements of it, are juft 
fubjeéts of fatyr. The real ufe of 
knowledge is.to invigorate, not to ener- 
vate the faculties of reafon. Learning de- 
generates into a {pecies of madnefs, when 
jt is not. fuperior to what it poffeffeth. 
The {cientific powers are moft evident, 
when, they are capable of exerting 
themfelves in the focial duties. of life : 
when, they wear no chains, but can 
freely difengage themfelves, and like a 


found conftitution of body, rife chear- 
ful, 
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ful, and more’ vigorous by the food they 
have acquired, being neither oppreffed, 
nor rendered ftupid by the labours of 
digeftion. 

Lord Bacon ‘has .juftly expofed the 
vain purfuits of oftentatious pedants in 
the different parts of learning ; and their 
unaccountable temerity in deducing ge- 
neral rules from arbitrary maxims, or 
few experiments : he has likewife fixed 
upon a fure and certain bafis, the proce- 
dure and limits of the human. under- 
{tanding. Swirr has purfued the fame 
plan in a different manner, and. has 
placed the imaginary fchemes of all pre- 
tenders, in a more ludicrous, and there- 
fore in a more proper light, 


Ridiculum acri 


Fortius ac melius magnas plerumque fecat res. 


He cannot be fuppofed to condemn 
ufeful experiments, or the right. appli- 
cation of them: but he ridicules the 

L 3 vain, 
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vain attempts, and irregular produétions 
of thofe rafh men, who, like Ixron, 
embracing a cloud inftead of a goddefs, 
plagued the world with centaurs, whilft 
Jupiter, from the embraces of a Juno, 
and an Atcmena, bleffed the earth 
with an Hesr, and an HERCULES. 
However wild the defcription of the 
fying ifland, and the manners, and va- 
rious projects of the philofophers of 
Lagado may appear, yet it is’a real 
picture embellifhed with much’ latent 
wit and humour. It is a fatyr upon 
thofe’ 'aftronomers and mathematicians, 
who have fo entirely dedicated their 
time to the planets, that they have been 
carelefs of their family and country, and 
have been chiefly anxious, about the 
ceconomy and welfare- of the upper 
worlds, But if we confider Swirt’s 
romance in a ferious light, we fhall find 
him of opinion, that thofe determina- 
tions in philofophy,: which at prefent 
feem to the moft knowing men to be 
perfectly 
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perfectly well founded and: underftood, 
are in “reality unfettled;: ‘or: uncertain, 
and’ may'perhaps fome ages hence ‘be 
as much: defcriedy “ds’ the’ axioms. of 
ArisTores are at*this\day. © Sir Isaac 
Newron and | his» notions may “here= 
after be out of fafhion, There is 
a kindof mode ‘in ‘philofophy, as“ well 
as in’ other things s°and fuch modes 
often° change moré from the humour 
and ¢aptice of men, than’ either from 
the unreafonable, or’ the ‘ill-founded 
conclufions of the philofophy itfelf. The 
reafonings of fome -philofophers. have 
undoubtedly better foundations than thofe 
of others: but I .am of opinion ‘(and 
Swirt feems to be in the fame way of 
thinking) that the moft applauded. phi- 
lofophy hitherto extant has not- fully, 
clearly, and certainly explained many 
difficulties in. the phenomena of) nature. 
I am induced-to believe, that God may 
have ‘abfolutely denied ‘tis the perfect 
knowledge of many points in philofophy, 
L 4 {o 
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{o that we fhall never arrive’at, that per- 
fe€tion, however certain we. may! fup- 
pofe ourfelves of, having attained, to it 
already. Upon the whole;, we-may; fay. 
with Tutiy, Omnibus feré. in rebusy -¢t 
manime in phyficis quid nan fit citiusy quam 
guid fit, dixerim. | 
The project for a: more eafy and exper 
ditious method of. writing a treatife in 
any, fcience, by. a wooden engine *, is 
entertainingly fatyrical, and is aimed. at 
thofe authors, who, inftead of receiving 
materials from their own thoughts and 
obfervations, collect. from dictionaries 
and common place-books, an, irregular 
variety, without order, ufe, or defign, 


Ut nec pes nec caput uni 
Reddatur forme, 


The project. of fhortning a difcourfe, 
by cutting polyfyllables into one, .and 
leaving out verbs and participles b fhe 


+ Page 218, 
» Page 2.2.0¢ re 
pointed 
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pointed at the pernicious cuftom of con- 
tracting the Englifh language, the dia- 
Igct of which- is» naturally harfh, ‘and 
that harfhnefs is ftill encreafed by im- 
proper contractions. - As» Swirr was 
ferupuloufly exa€t in the pronunciation 
of his own tongue, not the leaft im- 
proper expreffion ever efcaped his cen- 
fure: and J] remember to have {een in 
manufcript a dictionary of hard words, 
compofed by him for the ufe of his fe- 
male fenate. y 

- The fixth chapter * is full of feverity 
and fatyr: Sometimes it is exerted 
againft the legiflative power: fometimes 
againft particular politicians : fometimes 
againft women : and fometimes it dege- 
nerates into filth. True humour ought 
to be kept up. with decency, and dig- 
nity, or it lofes every tincture of enter- 
tainment. Defcriptions that fhock our 
delicacy cannot have the leaft good ef- 
fect upon our minds. They offend us, 


@ Page 223; 


and 
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and we fly precipitately from’ the fight: 
We cannot ftay. long enough to examine; 
whether wit, fenfe, or::morality, may 
be couched under fuch odious. appear- 
ances. J am» dorry to fay,;'\that: thefe 
fort of defcriptions, which are too often 
interfperfed throughout: allow Swirt’s 
works, are feldom written «with» any, 
other view, or from any other motive, 
than a wild unbridled indulgence of ‘his 
own humour and difpofition. 

He feems to have finifhed. his voyage 
to Lapura in a carelefs hurrying man- 
ner, which makes me almoft think, that 
fometimes he was tired: with *his work; 
and attempted to run through it asi faft 
as he could; otherwife’ why» was: the 
eurtain dropped fo foon, or why were 
we deprived of fo noble a‘fcene as might 
have been difcovered in the ifland: of 
Glubdubdrib*, where the governor, by bis 
Srill in necromancy, bad the power of calling 
whom he pleafed from the dead. (have not 


* Chap. 7. Page 252. 


time 
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time by this poft to write to you my 
thoughts upon a fubject, which I con- 
fefs awakened, , but by. no means fatisfied 
my curiofity. I lamented to find fo 
many illuftrious ghofts vanith fo quickly, 
and fo abruptly from my fight, many of 
whom were of the brighteft characters 
in hiftory. In my next letter I shall 
endeavour to detain them a little longer 
in Leicefer-fields, than Swirt fuffered 
them to ftay in the ifland of Sorcerers. 


I amy, 
My dear HamiLtTon, 


Your affectionate Father, 


ORRERY. 
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Eee HARed Le LHLERDARAR RAHAAAR 
1; ET Tor he 


My dzareft HAMILTON, 


Believe it: would be impoffible: to 

find. out. the defignof Dr. SwirT, 
in fummoning up a ‘parcel of appa- 
ritions, that from their behaviour, or 
from. any thing they) fay, are almoft 
of as little confequence, as the ghofts 
in Gay’s farce of the What dye call it. 
Perhaps, Swirt’s general -defign might 
be, to arraign the conduct of eminent 
perfons after their death, and to convey 
their names, and images to pofterity, 
deprived of thofe falfe colours, in which 
they formerly appeared. If thefe were 
his intentions, he has miffed his aim ; or 
at leaft, has been fo far carried away by 
his difpofition to raillery, that the moral, 
which ought to arife from fuch a fable, 


is buried in obfcurity. 
The 
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The firft airy fubftance introduced is 
ALEXANDER the Great*. After a hint 
from Gutiver, that we have loft the 
true Greek idiom, the conqueror of the 
univerfe is made to declare upon his 
honour, “ That he died by excefive drink- 
‘ing, not by poifon.” A trifling and 
an improper obfervation, becaufe the 
apparition is called up as he appeared 
at the head of his army, juft after 
the battle of Arbellz. I own my ex- 
pectations were great, when I found 
his appearance was to be at fuch a 
remarkable junéture : and I. particularly, 
wifhed to fee him properly introduced! 
after that battle, as the compaflion and 

generofity which he fhewed, to the fa- 

mily of Darius, was ‘highly worthy 
of imitation, There are other cir- 
cumftances in the hiftorical records of 
him; that redound to his ‘honour. “His 
tender regard to Pinpar, by {paring 


*Chap. 7. Page 234, 


the 
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the houfe of that poet (when he rafed 
the city of Thebes) feems ‘to demand 
perpetual gratitude from all fuceeeding: 
bards. The manner in which he vifit- 
ed the tomb of AcuiLtues® ‘the affec- 
tion and refpect paid to him by Arr- 
STOTLE:: the undaunted confidence pla- 
ced in his phyfician Puirip, are in= 
{tances fufficient to fhew, that Arrx- 
ANDER did not want fome virtues of 
humanity : and when we confider fe- 
veral of his rafh aétions of inebriety, 
they convince us, how far the native 
excellencies of the mind may be ‘de- 
bafed and changed by pafflions which 
too often attend fuccefs and luxury, 


Utcunque defecere mores 
Dedecorant bené nata culpa. 


It is evident, my Ham, that Swirt 
had conceived an abfolute difguft to 
ALEXANDER, whofe character he aims 
to 
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to deftroy, ‘by touching it in fo flight a 
manner, that: ‘he; puts*me> in mind” of 
the: ‘vifit -paid: by: Aucustus? Casar; 
to-ALrxANpDeER’s fepulchre at Alexandria. 
Upon the’ Emperor’s ’arrival,:'the body 
of the Macedonian hero. ‘was ‘found ‘in 
it’s full» dimenfions, ‘but’ fo tender not= 
withftanding:‘-all':the former embalm- 
ing, that Casar, by::touching only 
the:nofe of it, defaced the whole oe 
1 = ee : 
wHannrBawu feems to hive been fui 
moned with:no other view than to cen: 
fure:‘Lrvy ‘the hiftorian. It isnot only 
improbable; but: impoffible, ' that Hane 
NIBAL fhould: have carried ‘a fufficient 
quantity of:vinegar for the purpofe re- 
lated: by Livy :~but as vinegar will cer= 
tainly» foften, ‘and diffolve'ftones, the 
experiment might have. been improved; 
or ‘fo contrived by HANNiBAL,’ as- to 
appear to make an eafy, and expeditious 


a Fage 235. | 


opening 











Cee eee —_— 
Fests este dheryeat ot: 


piSrTIE NS LOREM anee eer roe: 





























160 REMARKS ON THE LIFE ’ 
opening through fome particular paflage, 
already fitted for the purpofe. Such a 
trial, practifed in that'age:of darknefs, 
and properly: managed, might have been 
univerfally' received as a kind of mira- 
cle: fo that Livy could fcarce have 
avoided. inferting. the report as’ an ac= 
knowledged truth: efpecially as : the 
fact itfelf feemsto infer that the Ro- 
mans were . invincible, unlefs from 
fome fupernatural caufe. SwirT (no 
friend to. military men) thinks the Gar- 
thaginian general unworthy of any farther 
notice : arid -haftens to calk up the fenate 
of Rome. This gives: him an opportu- 
nity of being.very fevere upon a certain 
modern. affembly, which: he treats ina 
manner more: refembling the | Cynic>-imi 
his cell, than the free humoured Rabelais 
in his eafy chair. ft 

Pompey, and Caspr! only piped to 
grace the entry of Brutus, who is 
Swirt’s favourite patriot : but as Ca#sar 
generoully confefled to GuLLIvER, “ That 
“ the 
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“. the greateft aétions. of bis life, were not, 
“< by many degrees, equal to the glory of 
“‘. taking it away.’ It would have been 
a. proper alleviation of the Dictator’s 
crimes, to have acknowledged him the 
greateft ftatefman, orator, and foldier 
of the age, in which he lived: an age, 
fertile of eminent men: anage, whenam- 
bition was fcarce looked upon as a crime: 
and when the Roman virtue (once the 
fupport and prefervation of the com- 
monwealth) was long fince loft in vice 
and luxury: at fuch a time a fingle 
mafter.was become neceflary, and Pom- 
pey would have feized the reins of go- 
vernment had - not Ca#sar_ interpofed. 
If the:confpwators had reftored liberty 
to their country, their act had been 
compleatly glorious, and would. have 
fhewed, that Ca@sar, not Rome, 
degenerated. But if we may judge 
from the confequences, Heaven difap- 
proved of the deed: a particular fate 
attended the 
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of whom died a natural death: and 
even Brutus, perhaps recollecting in 
his laf{ moments the benefits, which he 
had received from Czsar, was ftag- 
gered in his thoughts of virtue, and 
imagining himfelf deceived by a fhadow, 
broke out into a pathetical expreffion, 
fignifying, “ that he had worfbipped vir- 
“ tue as a fubftance, and bad found it only 
“ @ fhadow:” {fo that he feems to have 
wanted that fortitude of mind, which 
conftantly attends true virtue to. the 
grave. This defect in the character of 
BruTus, ‘is. not improperly exprefled in 
the famous gallery of the great duke of 
Tufcany, where there is a very fine head 
of Brutus begun by MicHarL ANGELO, 
but left unfinifhed : under it 1s engraven 
upon a copper plate, this diftic, 


Dum Brut. efigiem fculptor de marmore ducit, 
In mentem feeleris venit, et abftinuit. 


If Brutus erred, it was from a 
wrong notion of virtue. The character 


of 





of CasaR is perhaps more amiable, 
but lefs perfect : his faults were great ; 
however, many of them were foils to 
his virtues. A __modern eminent wri- 
ter, has reprefented him as a glutton: 
he tells us, that when Ca@sar went to 
the public feafts, he conftantly took a 
vomit in the morning, with a defign to 
indulge himfelf with more keennefs, and 
to encreafe his appetite for the enfuing 
feaft. The fa& is true, but I would 
willingly believe the inference unjuft. It 
is more than probable, that he practifed 
this cuftom by the advice of his phyfi- 
cians, who might direét fuch a regimen, 
as the moft certain, and immediate pre- 
fervation againft epileptic fits, to which 
the Dictator was often liable. Your 
grandfather, my honoured father, (who 
was excelled by few phyficians in the 
theory of phyfic) has often told me, that 
thofe kind of convulfions were of fuch a 
nature as generally to come on after eat- 
ing, and more violently if the ftomach 
M 2 vas 
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was overloaded.C.@sar was fo careful in 
obferving a decent dignity in his be- 
haviour, that he dreaded the fhame of 
expofing publickly this weaknefs in his 
conftitution, . and therefore guarded 
againft it in a prudent manner, which , 
has fince been conftrued into a reproach. 
This furmife, my Ham, refts upon the 
{tronger foundation, as all authors agree, 
that he was moft ftrictly, and remark- 
ably ab{temious. 

In his public charatter, C@saR ap- 
pears a ftrong example, how far the 
greateft natural, and acquired accom- 
plifhments may lofe their luftre, when 
made fubfervient to falfe glory, and an 
imfmoderate thirft of power ; as on the 
other hand, the hiftory of Brurus may 
inftruct us, what unhappy effects the 
rigid exercife of fuperiour virtue, -when 
mifapplied and carried too far, may pro- 
duce in the moft ftedfaft mind, or the 
foundeft judgement. 


GULLIVER 
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GuLLIVER has given to Brutus five 
companions, Jun. Brutus, Socrates, 
EPAMINONDAS, CaTo the cenfor, and 
Sir Tuomas Moore. Such a fextum- 
virate is not eafily to be encreafed : yet, 
let me hope, that the reflexion is too 
feverely critical, when he adds, “ thaf 
<< all the ages of the world cannot furni{h 
““ out a feventh.” Every age has pro- 
duced men of virtue, and abilities in 
the higheft degree. The race of man- 
kind, fince their firft creation, have been 
always the fame. The greateft charac- 
ters have been blended with the greateft 
faults. Poets and hiftorians have fingled 
out particular perfons for fame and im- 
mortality ; they have adorned them with 
accomplifhments, which perhaps they ne- 
ver pofieffed, while other men equally me- 
ritorious, have been filently buried in ob- 
livion, with only the felf confcioufnefs of 
deferving a rank among the companions 
of Brutus in the Elyfian fields, 
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In this illuftrious fextumvirate, So- 
crATES and Sir Tuomas Moore un- 
doubtedly deferve the pre-eminence, The 
extravagant virtue of Junius Brutus is 
{hocking to every parent, and every 
good-natured mind. The important 
fervices of the father, might juftly have 
claimed from the public, the pardon of 
his fons: and when his paternal piety 
had faved their lives, his precepts 
and example might fo effectually have 
reclaimed their errors, as to have made 
them become ufeful members of the 
commonwealth. I am fully perfuaded, 
that if Dr. Swirr had been a father, 
we fhould not have found the name 
of Junius Brutus where it is now 
placed. 

In Epaminonpas the Theban glory 
firft appeared: and died. His own 
merit, 1n overcoming the greateft diffi- 
culties, entirely fixed his reputation. 
A happy concurrence of circumftances 
has often given fame to others; but 
) EPpa- 
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EPpAMINONDAS was indebted for his fu- 
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periour character, only to himfelf. 

I am in fome doubt, whether Caro 
the Cenfor can fairly claim a rank among 
fo choice a groope of ghofts. He juftly 
indeed condemned the luxury of the Ro- 
mans, and he punifhed their vices with 
an impartial feverity: but herein he 
feems to have indulged his own natural 
temper rather than to have acted abfo- 
lutely from a love of virtue: he was a 
declared enemy to poetry, painting, and 
all the politer arts: he was proud, vain, 
and morofe: but above all, he was fo 
extremely avaritious, that RHADAMAN- 
THus in the Archbifhop of CamsBray’s 
dialogues of the dead, after exprefling 
fome regard to his merits, tells him, 
as he was an ufurer he could not be ad- 
mitted into the Elyfian fields : and there- 
fore orders him to keep the gate as por- 
ter: in which fituation, he might gra~ 
tify the cenforioufnefs of his difpofi- 
tion, by examining every ghoft that at- 
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tempted to come into Ehfum, and by 
fhutting the door againft all thofe, who 
were not qualified for admittance. Rua- 
DAMANTHUs then gives him money, to 
pay Cuaron for fuch paffengers, who 
were not able to pay for themfelves, and 
at the fame time declares, that he will 
punifh him as a robber, if he offers to 
lend out that money upon ufury. How 
very different, you will fay, are the fen- 
timents of Archbifhop Fengion, and 
of Dr. Swirr in their judgement of 
Cato. The one, thinks him unworthy 
of a place among millions in Elyfum, 
while the other, diftinguithes him among 
the greateft men of antiquity. From 
this diffenfion of opinions may be traced, 
perhaps, the particular temper both of 
the Archbifhop and of the Dean, and 
from thence may be deduced the reafon, 
why the Cenfor was efteemed by the lat- 
ter, and condemned by the former. 
GuLuiver, after having taken a tran- 
fient view of numberlefs illuftrious per- 
fons, 
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fons, whom he does not name, clofes 
the chapter, and gives me an opportunity 
of finifhing my letter. Late, very late, 
may you become a ghoft! And when 
one, may you equal any of Swirt’s fex- 
tumvirate, and may his ghoft (grown 
Jefs cynical and better inftructed) rejoice 
to admit you into the company, from 
which he has {o arbitrarily excluded all 
future generations. So withes, fo prays, 


Your affectionate Father, - 


ORRERY. 
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| CeTEWER; tired of heroes, changes 

the fcene in the eighth chapter of 
his voyage to Laputa, and becomes cu- 
rious to know the fituation of poets 
and philofophers, who, in their turn, 
have as eagerly contended for fame, as 
CAsAR 
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Czsar did for power, or Brutus. for 
liberty. He defires, that Homer and 
ARISTOTLE may make their appearance 
at the head of their commentators. 
Homer, fays our traveller, was the 
‘< taller, and comelier perfon of the two: 
‘“¢ qwalked very ereci for one of his age, and 
“< his eyes were the moft quick and piercing 
< T ever bebeld.’ It is certain, that Ho- 
MER has rather gained, than loft vigour 
by his years. Twenty fix centuries have 
not unbraced his nerves, or given one 
wrinkle to his brow: and although 
Gutuiver has beftowed upon him the 
additional ornament of fine eyes, yet 1 am 
apt to think they made the figure of this 
divine old man lefs awful: at leaft I am 
glad that he wanted his eye fight while 
he lived, fince it is impoffible, not to 
conclude from the produétions of Ho- 
MER and Mitton, that the Mind's Eye 
becomes more intenfely difcerning, when 
it is not interrupted by external objects. 
It is an old obfervation, that Homer 
has 
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has nourifhed more perfons than Syiia, 
Cz#sar, and Aucustus; and while their 
pictures have decayed, not a letter of 
the Iliad has been loft. The Grecian 
poet not only preferves his original form, 
but breathes freely, and looks beautiful 
in other languages : a happier metempfy- 
chofis than Pyruacoras ever dreamt 
of. However, if Homer was abfolute- 
ly obliged to wear the different drefles, 
which have been given to him, he would 
fometimes, I believe, find the motion of 
his limbs uneafy and confined: and 
would prefer his own fimple attire even 
to the birth day fuit, which our Englifh 
bard has given him. The commenta- 
tors have done lefs honour to Homer 
than the tranflators. Some of thefe 
learned pedants have entirely wafted 
their obfervations upon particles and 
words : others have run into a minute 
exactnefs, in comparing the propriety 
of his images: while others again, have 
endeavoured to trace out from the Iliad 
and 
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and Odyffey, all the rudiments of arts 
and {ciences. Some there are, who dwell 
on fuch narrow circumftances, as were 
neglected by Homer, and can only be 
fuitable to their own confined genius. 
They are not able to purfue him in 
his fublime flights, and attempt there- 
fore, to bring him upon a level with 
themfelves. Their low mechanical no- 
tions remind me of an abfurd problem 
propofed by the famous Monfieur Huet, 
whether the Iliad might not be written 
upon vellum in fo fmall a hand, that 
the whole might be contained within a 
nutfhell? This important queftion is 
faid to have engaged the thoughts and 
attention of the French court, and gives 
us a true picture of a laborious, tafte- 
lefs critic upon Homer. The Dauphin, 
and his train, are for putting the Iliad 
into a nutfhell, when ALEXANDER, and 
his courtiers, chofe the richeft, a nd 
moft curious cabinet of Darrus, as the 
only proper repofitory for Homer’s works, 
HoMER 
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Fiomer and ARIsTOTLE were as op- 
pofite as poffible in their characters : but 
Dr. Swirt has placed them together, 
chiefly with a view of fhewing their 
commentators, in that juft and ridicu- 
lous light, in which thofe fcholiafts ought 
to appear. When an age is bleffed with 
the productions of an uncommon genius, 
fuch as refembles Homer, it muft, in 
fome meafure, be punifhed by bad imi- 
tations and comments; in the fame 
manner that you may have obferved the 
fun by its heat and influence raifing va- 
pours, and animating infects, that in- 
fect and perhaps corrupt the air, in 
which he fhines with fo much luftre. 
But, when an original admired author, 
as ARISTOTLE, 1s really erroneous, and 
deceives with falfe fpecious principles, 
what a train of errors muft arife from 
commentators on fuch fubjeéts, who, 
while they endeavour to purfue and ex- 
tend a pleafing enchanted profpect, that 
has no real foundation, deviate into a 
, dark, 
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dark, difagreeable road of briers and 
thorns? 

It is on this account that the Dean 
has introduced ARIsTOTLE in company 
with Homer. The defcription of that 
philofopher is fine, and in a few words 
reprefents the true nature of his works. 
‘* He flooped much, and made ufe of a faff: 
** His vifage was meagre, bishair lank and 
“< thin, and his voice hollow.” By not having 
theimmortal {pirit of Homer, he was un- 
able to keep his body ereét: and the ftaff 
which weakly fupported him, like his 
commentators, made this defeét more 
confpicuous. He wanted not fome ufe- 
ful qualities; but thefe real ornaments, 
like his hair, were thin and ungraceful. 
His ftyle was harfh, and, like his voice, 
had neither force nor harmony. He 
was without doubt a man of great ge- 
nius and penetration, but he did infi- 
nitely more prejudice than fervice to real 
literature. He ftudied words more than 
facts, and delivered his philofophy per- 
plexed 
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plexed with fuch intricate logical terms, 
as have laid a foundation for the endlefs 
{cholaftic difputations, which have cor- 
rupted and retarded the progrefs of 
learning. He waged war with all his 
predecefiors. He never quotes an au- 
thor but with a view to refute his opi- 
nion. Like the Ottoman Emperor, he 
could not reign in fafety, till he had 
firft deftroyed his brethren. He was as 
ambitious in fcience, as his pupil Arrx- 
ANDER was in arms. He aimed to be a 
defpotic original: and not only to be 
the Prince, but the Tyrant of philofo- 
phy. What then can be expected from 
the commentators of his works, who 
were devoid of his ingenuity, and pof- 
fefled all his intricate follies? Ramus 
with his covert ignorance, and Scorus 
and Aquinas with their fubdivifions, 
and imaginary nothings, muft make a 
contemptible figure in the Elyfian fields, 
which are the fuppofed manfions of 
chearfulnefs, truth, and candour, and 
con- 
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confequently muft be a very improper 
fituation for that tribe of philofophers. 
“© I then defired, fays GULLIVER, that 
‘© DescARTES and GASSENDI might be 
“ called up: with whom I prevailed to ex- 
<* plain their fyftems to ARISTOTLE. This 
“ great philofopber freely acknowledged bis 
*¢ own miftakes in natural philofophy, becaufe 
‘< be proceeded in many things upon conjec- 
‘© ture, as all men muft do; and be found 
© that GasseNnD1, who had made the doc- 
‘ trine of Epicurus as palatable: as be 
“ could, and the vortices of DESCARTES, 
‘© were equally to be exploded.” — I believe, 
you will find, my dear HamitTon, that 
ArIsTOTLeE is ftill to be preferred to 
Epicurus. ‘The former made  fome 
ufeful experiments and difcoveries, and 
was engaged in a real purfuit of know- 
ledge, although his manner is much 
perplexed. The latter was full of va- 
nity and ambition. He was an impoftor; 
and only aimed at deceiving. He feemed 


not to believe the principles which he 
has 
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has afferted. He committed the govern- 
ment of all things to chance. His na- 
tural philofophy is abfurd. His moral 
philofophy wants its proper bafis, the 
fear of Gop, Monfieur Bayzz, one of 
his warmeft advocates, is of this laft opi- 
nion, where he fays, ‘* On ne fcauroit 
“* pas dire affex de bien de Phonneteté de fes 
“< meurs, nt affez de mal de fes opinions fur 
‘¢ Ja religion.” Wis general maxim, that 
happinefs confifted in pleafure was too 
much unguarded, and muft lay a foun- 
dation of a moft deftructive practice : 
although from his temper and conftitu- 
tion, he made his actions fufficiently 
pleafurable to himfelf, and agreeable 
to the rules of true philofophy. His 
fortune exempted him from care and 
follicitude. His valetudinarian habit of 
body from intemperance. He pafled the 
greateft part of his time in his garden, 
where he enjoyed all the elegant amufe- 
ments of life. There he ftudied. There 
he taught his philofophy. This parti- 
N cular 
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cular happy fituation greatly contributed 
to that tranquility of mind, and indo- 
lence of body which he made his chief 
ends. He had not however refolution 
fufficient, to meet the gradual approaches 
of death, and wanted that conftancy 
which Sir WiLt1amM Teme.e afcribes 
to him : for in his laft moments, when 
he found that his condition was def- 
perate, he took fuch large draughts 
of wine, that he was abfolutely intox- 
icated, and deprived of his fenfes ; fo 
that he died more like a bacchanal,. than 
a philofopher: to which the epigram 
alludes, 


Hine Stygias ebrius baufit aquas. 


I fhould not have ventured into this 
criticifm and cenfure upon thefe antient 
philofophers, not even to you, my dear- 
eft Ham, if my opinion was not in a 
great meafure fupported by Lord Bacon, 
who, as he was certainly the moft_ ac- 
curate 
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curate judge of this fubject, might be 
perhaps, from that pre-eminence, too 
fevere a critic. It muft be owned, 
that Eprcurus in particular has many 
followers and admirers among the 
antients, and among the moderns. C1- 
cero commends him for cultivating 
his friendfhips in the moft exquifite 
manner. ‘The book lyes open before 
me, and I will tranfcribe the words, 
De qué [amicitid| Ericurus quidem ita 
dicit omnium rerum quas ad beatd vivendum 
Japientia comparaverit, nibil effe majus ami- 
citta, nihil uberius, nibil jucundius, neque 
vero hoc oratione folim, fed multo magis vita 
et faciis, et moribus comprobavit, DiocE- 
NES LAERTIus praifes his virtue and 
learning. In the Auguftan age the great~ 
eft names are inferted.among his follow- 
ers. Cmsar, ATTIcus, MECANAS, 
Lucretius, Vircit, and Horace em- 
braced his philofophy, and gave a luftre 
to his fect, and doétrines. Sir WittraM 
TEMPLE fays, ‘* that be wonders, why 
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| ee fuch fharp invectives were Jo. generally 


made again?[{ EprrcuRus, by the ages 
that followed lim: efpecially as, bis ad-= 
mirable wit, Velie of expreffion, ex- 
cellence of nature, fweetnefs of converfa- 
tion, temperance of life, and conftancy 
of death, made him fo much beloved by 
his friends, admired by kis fcholars, and 
honoured by the Athenians.” Sir Wit- 


LIAM TEMPLE imputes this injuftice 


to the envy, and malignity of the Storcs, 
and to fome grofs pretenders, who affumed 
the denomination of that fect : who muftook 
his favourite principle” (THAT ALL 


HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASURE) 


by confining it to fenfual pleafure only. 
To thefe fucceeded the Chrifitans, who 
efteemed his principles of natural pbrlofo- 
phy more oppofite to thofe of our religion 
than either the Platonifis, the Peripate- 
tics, or even the Stoics themfelves,” This 


the opinion, and thefe are almoft the 


exact words of the great Sir WILLIAM 
TEMPLE. SWIFT 
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Swirt equally explores Epicurus, 
and the more modern philofophers Des- 
CARTEs and GaAssENDI. 

Descartes was a knight errant in 
philofophy, perpetually miftaking wind- 
mills for giants; yet by the ftrength of 
a warm imagination he ftarted fome 
opinions, which probably put Sir Isaac 
Newton, and others, on making many 
experiments that produced moft ufeful 
difcoveries. 

GassENDI was efteemed one of the 
greateft ornaments of France. He 
was a doctor of divinity, and royal 
profeffor of mathematics. He was born 
in Provence in 1592, and died in 
1655. With great induftry he collected 
whatever related to the perfon, and to 
the philofophy of Eprcurus, the latter 
of which, he has reduced into a compleat 
fyftem. 

{ have now, my HamiItrTov, curforily 
gone thorough the characters of fuch 
ghofts, as are nominally fpecified by 
N 3 GUL-~ 
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Gutiiver. I may be wrong either in 
my account, or in my obfervations : and 
I fhall rejoice to be confuted by you in 
any point of learning whatever. 

The defcription of the STRULDBRUGGs, 
in the tenth chapter, is an inftructive 
piece of morality: for, 1f we confider 
it in a ferious light, it tends to reconcile 
us to our final diffolution. Death; when 
fet in contraft to the immortality of 
the StrRuLpBRUGGs, is no longer the 
King of Terrors: he lofes his fting : -he 
appears to us as a friend: and we 
chearfully obey his fummons, becaufe 
it brings certain relief to the greateft 
miferies. It is in this defcription, that 
Swirt fhines in a particular manner. 
He probably felt in himfelf the effects 
of approaching age, and tacitly dread- 
ed that period of life, in which he 
might become a reprefentative of thofe 
miferable immortals. is apprehenfions 
were unfortunately fulfilled. He lived 
to be the moft melancholy fight that 


was 
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was ever beheld: yet, even in that con- 
dition, he continued to inftruct, by ap- 
pearing a providential inftance to mor- 
tify the vanity, which 1s too apt to arife 
in the human breaft. Our life cannot 
be pronounced happy, till the laft fcene 
is clofed with eafe and refignation: the 
mind ftill continuing to preferve its ufual 
dignity, and falling into the arms of 
death, as a wearied traveller finks into 
reft. This is that Euthanafia which Av- 
custus often defired, which AN TronrNus 
Pius enjoyed, and for which every wife 
man will pray. Gop Almighty’s provi- 
dence protect and guide you, my Ham, 
whatever fate of life, or fortune attends - 


Your affectionate Father, 


ORRERY 
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PRORO RIS BOBSLS BRO RO BOBS BOS BOBS 
De eee 


T is with great. reluctance, I fhall 

make fome remarks on GuLLIver’s 
voyage to the Houyhbnhnms. In this laft 
part of his imaginary travels, Swirt 
has indulged a mifanthropy that is into- 
lerable. The reprefentation which he has 
given us of human nature, mutt terrify, 
and even debafe the mind of the reader 
who views it. His fallies of wit and hu- 
mour lofe all their force, nothing re- 
maining but a melancholy, and difagree- 
able impreffion: and, as I have faid to 
you, on other parts of his works, we 
are difgufted, not entertained; we are 
fhocked, not inftructed by the fable. I 
fhould therefore chufe to take no notice 
of his Yaunoos, did I not think it ne- 
ceflary to affert the vindication of human 
nature, and thereby, in fome meafure, 
to pay my duty to the great author of 
our 
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our {pecies, who has created usin a very 
fearful, and a very wonderful manner. 
We are compofed of a mind, and of 
a body, intimately united, and mutually 
affecting each other. Their operations 
indeed are entirely different. Whether 
the immortal fpirit, that enlivens this 
fine machine, is originally of a {uperior 
nature in various bodies (which, I own, 
feems moft confiftent and agreeable to 
the fcale and order of beings) or, 
whether the difference depends on a fym- 
metry, or peculiar ftructure of the or- 
gans combined with it, is beyond my 
reach to determine. It is evidently cer- 
tain, that the body is curioufly formed 
with proper organs to delight, and fuch 
as are adapted to all the neceflary ufes 
of life. The {pirit animates the whole: 
it guides the natural appetites, and con- 
fines them within juft limits, But, the 
natural force of this fpirit is often im- 
merfed in matter; and the mind be- 
comes fubfervient to paflions, which it 


ought 
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ought to govern and direct. Your friend 
Horacz, although of the Epicurean 
doéstrine, acknowledges this truth, where 
he fays, 


Atque affigit bumo divine particulam AUK S 

It is no lefs evident, that this immor- 
tal {pirit has an independent power of 
acting, and, when cultivated ina‘ pro- 
per manner, feemingly quits the corpo- 
real frame within which it is impri- 
foned, and foars into higher, and more 
fpacious regions ; where, with an ener- 
gy, which I had almoft faid was divine, 
it ranges among thofe heavenly bodies, 
that, in this lower world, are fcarce vi- 
fible to our eyes ; and we can at once 
explain the diftance, magnitude, and ve- 
locity of the planets, and can foretel, 
even to a degree of minutenefs, the par- 
ticular time when a comet will return, 
and when the fun will be eclipfed in the 
next century. Thefe powers certainly 
evince 
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evince the dignity of human nature, and 
the furprifing effects of the immaterial 
{pirit within us, which, in fo confined 4 
ftate, can thus difengage itfelf from the 
fetters of matter. It is from this pre-emi- 
nence of the foul over the body, that we 
are enabled to view the exact order, and 
curious variety of different beings; to 
confider, and. cultivate the natural pro- 
ductions of the earth; and to admire, 
and imitate the wife benevolence which 
reigns throughout the whole fyftem of 
the univerfe. It is from hence, that we 
form moral laws for our conduct. From 
hence, we delight in copying that great 
original, who, in his effence, is utterly 
incomprehenfible, but, in his influence, 

is powerfully apparent to every degree of 
his creation. From hence too, we per- 

ceive a real beauty in virtue, anda di- 

ftinétion between good and evil. Virtue 

acts with the utmoft generofity, and with 

no view to her own advantage: while 

vice, like a glutton, feeds herfelf enor- 


mouily, 
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moufly, and then is willing to difgorge 
the naufeous offals of her feaft. But 1 
{hall wander too far, efpecially as I flat- 
ter myfelf, that your mind is fo good, 
and fo unprejudiced, that -you will more 
eafily feel, than I can illuftrate, the truth 
of thefe affertions. 

“.. Swirr deduces his obfervations from 
wrong principles; for, in his land of 
Houyhubnms, he confiders the foul and 
body in their moft degenerate, and un- 
cultivated ftate: the former as a flave to 
the appetites of the latter. He feems in- 
fenfible of the furprifing mechanifm, “and 
beauty of every part of the human com- 
pofition. He forgets the fine defeription 
which Ovip gives of mankind. 


Os homini fublime dedit, ceelumque tuert 
Yuffit, et erectos ad fidera tollere vultius. 


In painting Yanoos he becomes one 
himéfelf. Nor is’ the picture, which he 


draws of the Houybnhnms, imviting or 
amufing. 
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amufing. It wants both light and fhade 
to adorn it. It is cold and infipid. We 
there view the pure inftinécts of brutes, 
unaffifted by any knowledge of letters, 
acting within their own narrow {phere, 
merely for their immediate prefervation. 
They are incapable of doing wrong, 
therefore they act right. It is furely a 
very low character given to creatures, in 
whom the author would infinuate fome 
degree of reafon, that they act inoffen- 
fively, when they have neither the mo- 
tive nor the power to act otherwife, 
Their virtuous qualities are only nega~ 
tive. Swirt himfelf, amidft all his 
irony, muft have confefled, that to mo- 
derate our paffions, to. extend our muni- 
ficence to others, to enlarge our under- 
ftanding, and. to raife our idea of the 
Almighty by contemplating his works, 
is not only the bufinefs, but often the 
practice, and. the ftudy of. the human 
mind. It is too certain, that no one in- 
dividual has ever pofleffed every qualifi- 
cation 
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cation and excellence: however fuch' an 
affemblage of different virtues, may ftll 
be collected from different perfons, as 
are fufficient to place the dignity of hu- 
man nature in an amiable, and exalted 
ftation. We muft lament indeed the 
many inftances of thofe who degenerate, 
or go aftray from the end and intention 
of their being. «The true fource of this 
depravity is often owing to the want of 
education, to the falfe indulgence of pa- 
rents, or to fome other bad caufes, which 
are conftantly prevalent in every nation. 
Many of thefe errors are finely ridiculed 
in the foregoing parts of this romance : 
but the voyage to the Houyhnbnms is a 
real infult upon mankind. 

I am heartily tired of this laft part of 
GuLtiver’s travels, and am glad, that, 
having exhaufted all my obfervations on 
this difagreeable fubject, I may finith 
my letter ; efpecially as the conclufion of 
it naturally turns my thoughts fromYa- 
#008, to one of the deareft pledges I have 
upon 
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upon earth, yourfelf: to whom I am 
a moft 


Affettionate Father, 
ORRERY. 


99960999009 9990000099000009000 
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1 ’ YHAT is to be done, my Hamit- 
TON, with the fourth volume of 


SWIFT’s works? How can I amufe you 
with any remarks from a colle&tion of 
tracts, not only upon exceeding grave 
fubjects, but entirely relative to the 
kingdom of Ireland 2 not only local, but 
temporary ? In the beginning of the vo- 
lume is a pamphlet entitled 4 Letter Srom 
a Member of the Hou/e of Commons in Ire- 
land, to a Member of the Houfe of Commons 
in England, concerning the Sacramental Teft, 
written in the year 1708: and it is preced- 
ed by an explanatory advertifement, that 
was either diGtated, or {trictly revifed 


by 
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bythe Dean himfelf. He held the difu 
{enters in the utmoft degree of ridicule 
and deteftation. He had an opennefs in 
his difpofition, and a franknefs in his 
conduét, that bore an abhorrence to all 
kind of referve : even to difcretion. So- 
lemnities and outward forms were def= 
pifed by him. His humorous difpofition 
tempted him to actions inconfiftent with 
the dignity of a clergyman: and fuch 
flights drew upon him the general cha- 
racter of an irreligious man. I remem- 
ber to have heard a ftory of him that 
fully fhews how little he regarded certain 
ceremonies, which ought always to be 
obferved with refpect. Soon after he 
had been made Dean of St. PATRICK’s, 
he was loitering one Sunday in the af- 
ternoon at the houfe of Dr. RaymMonpD 
(with whom he had dined) at Trim, a 
little town near Dublin, of which the 
Doétor was vicar. ‘The bell had rung: 
the parifhioners were affembled, for 
evening prayers: and Dr. Raymond 
was 
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Was preparing to go to the church, 
which was {carce two hundred yards from 
his houfe. « Raymonp, faid the Dean, 
“ Til lay you a crown I -will begin 
“prayers before you this afternoon.” 
“I accept the wager,” replied Dr, 
RayMonp: and immediately they both 
ran-.as faft as they could towards 
the church. Raymonp, who was much 
the nimbler man of the two, arrived 
firft at the door: and when he entered 
the church walked. decently towards the 
reading defk. Swirr never flackened 
his pace, but, running up.the ifle, left 
Dr. Raymonp behind him in the middle 
of it, and {tepping into the reading defk, 
without putting on a furplice, or open- 
ing the prayer-book, began the liturgy 
in an audible voice, and continued to 
repeat the fervice fufficiently long to 
win his wager. To fuch a difpofition it 
is impoffible that the gravity of noncon- 
formifts could be agreeable. The diflike 
was mutual on both fides, Dr. Swirr 
O hated 


“yr Fe fh 
tf ore Aer LB 


Lusk sa | C44 nt 


A C eFam~ Qf er ba a 


a kort o~ | tims, 











194 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 


hated all fanatics: All fanatics hated 
Dr. Swirt. The pamphlet, which now 
lies before me, is particularly writ- 
ten againft repealing the tet ad: and 
whoever confiders himfelf related to the 
kingdom of Ireland, will find in it fome 
arguments of weight and confideration, 
in cafe any fuch repeal fhould ever be 
attempted there. 

I cannot help pointing out to you, 
one particular piece of fatyr, that 1s 
entirely in SwirT’s own ftyle and man- 
ner. In the fourth page, he exprefies 
himfelf thus. ‘* One of thefe authors (the 
« fellow that was. pilloried, I have forgot 
“< bis name) is indeed fo grave, fententious, 
‘© dogmatical a rogue, that there 1s no en- 
“© during him,’ ‘The fellow that was pil- 
loried was DaniEL Deroer, whofe name 
SwiFT well knew and remembered ; but 
the circumftance of the pillory was to 
be introduced; and the manner of in- 
troducing it, fhews great art in the ni- 
ceft touches of fatyr, and carries all the 
marks 
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marks of ridicule, indignation, and con- 
tempt. The fcoffs and farcafins of 
SwirFT, like the bite of the rattle fnake, 
diftinguifh themfelves more venomouf- 
ly dangerous, than the wounds of a 
common ferpent. 

The next tract is, 4 Propofal for the 
univerfal ufe of Irifh Manufacture in clothes, 
and furniture of houfés Ge. utterly reject- 
ing and renouncing every thing wear- 
able that comes from England. Written 
in the year 1720. In a former letter, 
I believe I have told you, that, upon 
looking over the dates of Dr. Swirvr’s 
works, he does not appear as a political 
writer from the year 1714 to the year 
1720. You will probably be curious to 
know, in what manner he employed his 
time from the death of the Queen till 
the South-fea year. Not in poetry, for 
his poetical pieces, during that period, 
are in a manner domeftic ; being fcarce 
any more than trifles to SHERIDAN, or 


. Letter VI. 
O 2 poematia 
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poematia to STELLA. How then is the 
chafm to be filled up? I imagine, 
by Gutxiver’s travels. Such a work 
muft, in all likelihood, have en- 
grofied his leifure, during five or fix 
years. When that was finifhed, he 
found ah opening to indulge his love of 
politics, and to commence a patriot for 
Ireland: and he made ufe of the oppor- 
tunity, by encreafing the natural jealoufy 
which the ‘leffer ifland conftantly enter- 
tains of the greater. His treatife, or pro- 
pofal, immediately raifed a very violent 
flame. The printer was profecuted: and 
the profecution had the fame effect, 
which generally attends thofe kind of 
meafures : it added fuel to the flame. But 
his greateft enemies muft confefs, that 
the pamphlet is written in the ftyle of a 
man, who had the good of his country 
neareft his heart, who faw her errors, 
and wifhed to correét them; who felt 
her oppreffions, and wifhed to relieve 
them, and who had a defire to rouze, 
and 
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and awaken an indolent nation from a 
lethargic difpofition, that might prove 
fatal to her conftitution. 

To the propofal, in favour of the Irifh 
manufactures, fucceed Some Arguments 
againft enlarging the Power of Bifhops in 
letting of Leafes. ‘This is too ferious a 
pamphlet for your perufal, nor fhall I 
detain you with any farther account of 
it, than to fay, that it 1s intermixt with 
thofe mafterly ftrokes of irony, which are 
fo often intermixt in Swirt’s works. 

But the general fubject of the pam- 
phiet leads me to recollect a circumftance 
much to the Dean’s honour. He could 
never be induced to take fines for any of 
the chapter lands. He always chofe to 
raife the rents, as the method leaft op- 
preffive to the prefent tenant, and moft 
advantageous to all future tenants and 
landlords. He conftantly refufed to give 
charity out of the chapter funds, which 
he alledged were fcarce fufficient to main- 


tain the neceffary repairs of the cathedral. 
03 th ave 
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Ihave already told you*, that, among 
his prebendaries, the vox Decani was the 
vox Det. 

We are now come to THe Drapier’s 
Letters, thofe brazen monuments of ‘his 
fame. They were written in the year 
1724. I have faid fo much in one of 
my former letters > of the caufe which 
gave rife to them, and of the ef- 
fect which they had upon the nation, 
that I need fay no more in this place, 
than to recommend them to your per- 
ufal, for the ftyle and condué& of their 
manner: but, left-they may appear too 
grave to fo young a man, and one who 
is fo little interefted in the prefent, and 
much lefs in the paft affairs of Ireland, 
you will find a paper at the end of them 
that will exeite your rifibility, or I am 
miftaken. It is entitled 4 full and true 
account of the folemn procefion to the Gallows 
at the execution of Witt1am Woop, Ejq; 


198 


2 See Letter V. > Letter VI. 


and 
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and bard-ware-man*, The author makes 
the feveral artificers attend WiLt1aM 
Woop (reprefented by a log of timber) 
to the gallows, and each tradefman ex~- 
prefies his refentment in the terms of his 
proper calling. “ The Cook will BAsTE 
“< Dim. The BooKsELLER wil] TURN OVER 
« a NEW LEAF with bim. The TAYLOR 
‘© qill fit IN HIS SKIRTS ;” and fo on, 
through a number of people of differ- 
ent conditions. Then follows the pro- 
eeffion, moft humoroufly defcribed. The 
whole is a piece of ridicule too powerful 
for the ftrongeft gravity to withftand. 
The next tract is, 4 fhort view of 
the fiate of Ireland, written in the ear 
1727°. Of this I need take little notice, 
fince the prefent {tate of Ireland is, in 
general, as flourifhing as poffible. Agri- 
culture is cultivated : arts and {ciences are 
encouraged : and in the {pace of eighteen 
years, which is almoft the full time that 
I have known it, no kingdom can be 


4 Pace 233. b Page 240, 
O 4 more 
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more improved. Ireland, in relation of 
England, may be compared to a younger 
fifter lately come of age, after having 
fuffered all the miferies of an injured 
minor; fuch as law fuits, encroach- 
ments upon her property, violation of 
her rights, deftruction of her tenants, 
and every evil that can be named. - At 
Jength, Time, and her own noble {pirit 
of induftry, have entirely relieved her, 
and, fome little heart-burnings excepted, 
the enjoys the quiet poffeffion of a very 
ample fortune, fubject, by way of ac- 
knowledgement, to certain quit rents, 
payable to the elder branch of her houfe: 
and let me add by experience, that sake 
ber allin all, fhe cannot have a greater 
fortune than fhe deferves, 

f thall not make any comments upon 
“in Anfwer to a Paper called A Memorial 
of the poor Inhabitants, Tradefmen, and 
Labourers of the Kingdom of Ireland, 
written in the year 1728*%. The pam- 


* Page 257, 


phlet 
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phlet which comes next in order of 
fucceffion, is written with Swirr’s ufual 
peculiarity of humour. The title of it 
is, 4 modeft Propofal for preventing the Chil- 
dren of Poor People in Ireland, from being a 
burden to their Parents or Country ; and for 
making them beneficial to the public, written 
in the year 1729*. The propofal is to fat- 
ten beggars children, and fell them for food 
to rich landlords, and perfons of quality. 
The vindication of his Excellency Joun Lord 
CarTeEreT from the charge of favouring none 
but Tories, High-Churchmen, and “facobites *, 
is entirely humorous, and fo I think are 
all the remaining pamphlets in this volume. 
But the laft piece, entitled, The Speech and 
dying Words. of Esenezor. Eviisron, who 
was executed the fecond of May 1722, written 
and publifbed at his defire for the common good, 
had a moft excellent effect’. The thieves, 
vagabonds, and all the lower clafs of people 


a Page 262. 
b Page275. Written in the year 1730: 
© Page 36. 


thought 
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thought it the real work of EnrnEzor Ex- 
Liston, who had received the grounds of 
a good education; and the ftyle of this 
paper, is fo natural for a perfon im fuch 
circumftances, that it would almoft deceive 
the niceft judgement. 

I have now compleated my animadver- 
fions upon the four firft volumes of Swirr’s 
works; the laft of which contains abun- 
dance of ironical wit, founded upon ‘the 
bafis of reafon and good fenfe, But, I had 
almoft forgot, that, at the latter end of 
the volume, there are three copies of verfes, 
two of which are addreffed to the Dean, 
and the third is his anfwer: the firft 
being my property, may ferve to con- 
clude this letter.. It was occafioned «by 
an annual cuftom, which\I found purfued 
among his friends of making him a prefent 

Be wok Hari ‘on his birth-day.. As he had admitted 
jiu Tee ‘¢“1 me of that number, I fent him a paper- 
“died “7 book, finely bound, in the firft leaf of 


Gifr« “sy 


Pe 7, ns mefebich, I wrote the following lines. 


ae 





— 
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Dublin, November 30, L772 2% 
O thee, dear Swirr, thefe fpotlefs leaves I fends 
Small is the prefent, but fincere the friend, 
Think not fo poor a book below thy care, 
Who knows the price that thou can’ft make it bear ? 
Tho’ tawdry now, and like Tyrinia’s face, 
The f{pecious front fhines out with borrow’d grace; 
Tho’ pafte-boards glitt’ring like a tinfel’d coat, 
A rafa tabula within denote ; 
Yet if a venal and corrupted age, 
And modern vices fhould provoke thy rage; 
If warn’d once more by their impending fate, 
A finking country and an injur’d ftate, 
Thy great affiftance fhould again demand, 
And call forth reafon to defend the land ; 
Then fhall we view thefe fheets with glad furprize, 
Infpir’d with thought, and fpeaking to our eyes: 
Fach vacant {pace fhall then, enrich’d, difpenfe 
True force of eloquence, and nervous fenfe ; 
Inform the judgement, animate the heart, 
And facred rules of policy impart. 
The fpangled cov’ring, bright with fplendid ore, 
Shall cheat the fight with empty thew no more; 
But lead us inward to thofe golden mines, 
Where all thy foul in native luftre fhines. 
So when the eye furveys fome lovely fair, 
With bloom of beauty, grac’d with fhape and air» 
How is the rapture heighten’d, when we find 
Her form excell’d by her celeitial mind. 
ORRER  Y, 


Er. 
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Have already told you, my dear Ham, 

that the four firft volumes of SwirT’s 
works were publifhed together, and pafied 
immediately under his own infpection. 
Not long afterwards came out two addi- 
tional volumes, both which were fupervifed 
and corrected by the author. 

The Conduct of the Allies begins the fifth 
volume. I imagine that ¢he Publifber’s 
Preface was compofed by the Dean himfelf, 
but affectedly written in a bad ftyle. The 
Jaft paragraph makes me fufpect his hand. 
‘* Tt zs plainly feen, fays the Publifher, 
‘© that a fpirit of liberty is diffufed through all 
‘* thefe writings, and that the author is an 
<< enemy to tyranny and opprefion in any fhape 
‘< whatever.” This is the character at which 


ma 


ta) 


SwirT aimed, and this is the character 
which indeed he deferved. 


Through- 
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Throughout the courfe of thefe letters, 
I have freely pointed out to you all his 
faults, but I beg you to remember, that 
with all thofe faults, he was above cor- 
ruption. A virtue in itfelf fufficient to 
cover a multitude of human failings, 
fince from that virtue alone can flow 
profperity to the commonwealth. 

The Condué of the Allies was written 
in the year 1712, and it is preparatory 
to the peace, which the minifters were 
then concerting, and. which was after- 
wards perfected at Utrecht. It begins by 
reflexions on war in general, and then 
particularly mentions the feveral civil 
wars in our kingdom. When I am read- 
ing treatifes of this fort, I cannot help 
pitying my unhappy country, torn to 
pieces by her own fons. A wretched 
mother of vultures, for whom, like 
Tiryus, fhe produces new entrails only 
to be devoured. 

The papers called the Examiners, at 
leaft thofe of which Dr. Swirr is the 
author, 
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author, fill up the reft of the volumié, 
They begin in November 1710, and they 
are carried down to the end of Fuly 1718. 
They are written in defence of the new 
adminiftration, and the particular revo- 
lutions at court which had introduced 
the Earl of Oxrorp, and had difplaced 
the Earl of Goporpurn and his friends. 
Many of Swirr’s Examiners are per- 
fonally aimed at the General *. In a free 
country, the power of a general is al- 
ways to be feared. The greater his 
military capacity, or the more fuccefsful 
his arms, in the greater danger are the 
liberties of the people. On this maxim 
SwirtT proceeded ; and while he was 
writing in defence of the common~ 
wealth, he had an opportunity of giving 
a loofe to his own feverity, of which she 
houfe of Pride, and feveral other allego-= 
rical eflays:are very {pirited examples. 
But I am fettered in my animadver- 
fions on thefe papers. The prefent times, 


aThe Duke of MARLBOROUGH. 
and 
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and the honour which I bear to many 
noble families, defcended from perfons 
mentioned in the Examiners, make me 
willing to take as flight notice as poffi- 
ble even of the wittieft paflages in thofe 
papers, becaufe many of thofe paflages 
arife from perfonal reflections, or party 
farcafms. In general, the feveral points 
relating to the national debt (alas! how 
encreafed fince the year feventeen 
hundred and ten) the too long conti- 
nuance of the war, and other public 
topics of complaint are melancholy 
truths, juftly becoming the pen of a 
man who loves his country. 

Within thefe laft forty years, the po- 
litical treatifes have been fo numerous, 
fo various, fo local, and fo temporary, 
that each new pamphlet has fucceeded 
its predeceffor, like a youthful fon to an 


antient father amidft a multiplicity of 


followers, admirers, and dependants, 
whilft the antiquated Sire having /frutted 
and foamed his hour upon the fiage, is heard 
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no more, but lies filent, and -almoft en-= 
tirely forgotten, except by-a few friends 
and -cotemporaries, who accidentally 
remember fome of his juft -obferva- 
tions, or prophetical aphorifms, ‘which’ 
they have lived to fee accomplifhed. ‘Thus: 
has it fared even in my time, with the’ 
ExAMINERS, the FREEHOLDERS,“and thé: 
CrarrsmMaN: and the fame fate will 
attend moft writings of that fort,»which 
being. framed to ferve particular views 
fulfill the purport of their creation, and 
then: perifh: while works of, a:more 
liberal and diffufive kind are acceptable 
to all perfons, and all times; and may 
affume to themfelves, a certain profpect 
of furviving to the lateft pofterity. 

But my deareft HamiLtTon, when 
you enter into the- commerce of life; 
you will be obliged, in your own de- 
fence, to look into every thing that has 
been written upon political fubjects. “In 
England, a man cannot keep-up~a con- 
verfation without being well-verfed in 
politics, 
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politics. In whatever other point of 
learning he may be deficient, he certain- 
ly muft not appear fuperficial in ftate 


affairs. He muft_chufe his party ; and 


he mutt ftick to the choice. | _Non on reve 


OR ht a np 


ae et gp Oe 
care gradum mutft be his m motto ;_ ; and 
H€aven grgive y ‘you, | my d dear” ‘Ton, yf 


na Lie tins: o.. rer 


Oe el 


act a againft felf conviction. 

If party, and the confequences of it 
had arifen to that heighth among the 
Romans and Grecians, as it has arifen 
of late years among the Englifh, their 
poets would probably have added er to 
the three furies, and would have placed 
her in hell, as a fit companion for Ty- 
SIPHONE, Mecara, and ALecrTo, from 
whence, according to their defcription, 
fhe might have made excurfions upon 
earth, only. with an intention to de- 
{troy, confound, miflead, and difunite 
mankind. ! 

It is true, that all countries have their 
parties and their faétions. But there is 
e a Cer 
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a certain contagious diftemper of this 
fort, fo peculiar to the Britifh iflands, 
that, I believe, it 1s unknown to every 
other part of the world. It encreafes 
our natural gloom, and it makes us fo 
averfe to each other, that it keeps men 
of the beft morals, and moft focial in- 
clinations, in one continued ftate of 
warfare and oppofition. Muft not the 
fource of this malady arife rather from 
the heart, than from the head? from 
the different operations of our paflions, 
than of our reafon? 


Furorne cecus, an rapit vis acrior, 


An culpa? 


Swirt, a man of violent paflions, 
was, in confequence. of thofe paffions, 
violent in his party: but as his capacity 
and genius were fo extraordinary and 
xtenfive, even his party writings carry 
with them dignity and inftruction : and 
in that light I wifh you to read the Exa- 
miners, where you will find a nervous 


ftyle, 
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ftyle, a clear diction, and great know- 
ledge of the true landed intereft of 
England. 


I amy, 
My dear TAMILTON, 
Your ever affectionate Father, 
ORRERY. 


She hee a Seeks He she ste Ne teehee Seite ete He he Re eae Bee ae ae 


tr: ba aan tate wigs ad eB 


UCH a confufion, fuch a mixture of 

verfe, profe, politics, letters, fimiles, 
wit, trifles, and polite converfation, are 
thrown into the fixth volume, that I 
know not in what manner to treat it, or 
what particular part to recommend to 
your perufal. The poetry, the fimiles, 
and the trifles are not worth your atten- 
tion. Of the letters, the two from the 
Earl of PererBorouGH to Mr. Pope are 
fhort, but excellent intheir kind. The 
others, I mean thofe of the Dean, and 
p'2 of 
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of Mr. Pops, have much lefs merit, ‘or 
at leaft are much lefs agreeable. Lord 
PETERBOROUGH S Wit is eafy and un-= 
affected. At the time when he wrote 
thofe two letters, he had hung up his 
helmet, and his buckler, and was retired 
to his plough, and his wheelbarrow, 
wearied of courts, and difgufted with 
ftatefmen. He had made a moft confi- 
derable figure in his day. His character 
was amiable and uncommon. His life 
was a continued feries of variety. “In 
his public and private conduct he dif. 
fered from moft men. He had vifited 
all climates, but had ftaid in none. He 
was a citizen of the world. He con- 
quered and maintained armies without 
money. His actions and expreffions 
were peculiar to himfelf, He was of a 
vivacity fuperiour to all fatigue, and 
his courage was beyond any conception 
of danger. He verified, in many in- 
ftances, whatever has been faid~ of ro- 


mantic heroes. He feems to have been 
fixed 
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fixed. only in his friendfhips and moral 
principles... He had a moft true regard 
and affection for Swirr and Popz. The 
Dean, in a fhort copy of verfes*, has 
defcribed him in a very particular man- 
ner, but fo juftly, that the four laft 
ftanzas will give a moft perfeét, and 
compleat idea of Lord PETERBOROUGH’S 
perfon and military virtues, 


cc A j/keleton in outward figure, 
“© His meagre corps, though full of vigour, 
‘© “Would halt behind him were it bigger. 


«¢ So wonderful his expedition, 
<¢ When you have not the leaft fufpicion, 
< ‘He’s with you like an apparition. 


¢¢. Shines in-all climates like a ftar, 
«* In fenates bold, and fierce in war, 
<¢ A land commander, and a tar. 


‘© Heroic actions early bred in, 
‘¢ Ne’er to be match’d in modern reading, 
s¢ But by his namie-fake Cuarves of Sweden. 


* Vol. II. Page 222. 
P 3 The 
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The Publick Spirit of the Whigs.1s 4 
pamphlet in anfwer to the, Crifis written 
by Sir RicHarp STEELE, but it con- 
tains fuch acute fatyr againft the nobi- 
lity of Scotland, that in an advertife- 
ment printed before it, we are told, 
‘ All the Scotch lords then in London went 
“< in a body to complain againft the author, 
‘ and the confequence of that complaint was 
“<a proclamation.» offering, a reward of 
‘ three. hundred’ pounds. to difeover, him.” 
It was. written in ‘the year 1772) by the 


Cay 


~*~ 


ry 


confent, if not the encouragement of 
the minifters of that zra. In the, ftyle 
and conduct, it is one. of the boldeft as 
well as one of the moft mafterly tracts 
that Swirt ever wrote. And I cannot 
help again obferving, that on whatever 
topic he employs his pen, the fubject 
which he treats of, is’ always’ fo" éxcel- 
lently managed, as to feem to have been 
the whole ftudy, and application of his 
life: fo that .he..appears, the greateft 
mafter through a greater variety of ma~ 
terials, 
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terials, than perhaps have been difcufled 
by any other author. 

The Bifhop of Salifoury [Dr. Slarang 
is the next antagonift whom Swirr at- 
tacks in fingle combat. I can give you 
no better idea of this work, than by a 
quotation from the tract itfelf, which is 
called, 4 Preface to the Bifbop of Salifbury’s 
introduétion to the third volume of the 
Hiftory of the Reformation of the Church 
of England. Towards the latter end of 


the Pamphlet * SwirT fays, 
‘© However be [THE Bisnop] thanks 


<< Gon, there are many among us who fiand 


“© in the breach: I believe there may: i 
¢ 7s a BREACH of their own making, and 
“ they defign to come forward, and ftorm 
“ and. plunder, if they are not driven back. 
« THEY MAKE THEMSELVES A WALL 

‘© FOR THEIR CHURCH AND COUNTRY. 
“ A soutn wall, I fuppofe, for all the 
beft-fruit of the church and country. to be 
nailed on...Let us examine this metaphor. 
‘° THE WALL OF OUR CHURCH AND 
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“ counTRy 7s built of thofe who love 


* Page 89. 
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the conftitution in both. Our domeftic 
enemies undermine fome parts of the 
wALL, and place themfelves in the 
BREACH; and then they cry, Wer 
ARE THE WALL, We do not like fuch 
patch-work ; they build with untempered 
mortar ; nor can they ever cement with 
us, till they get better materials; and bet= 
ter workmen: Gon keep us from having 
our BREACHES made up with fuch 
rubbifh: THEY STAND UPON THE 
WATCHTOWER! They are indeed prag« 
matical enough to do fo; but who afigned 
them that poft, to give us Salfe intelligence, 
to alarm us with falfe dangers, and-fend 
us to defend one gate, while their. accom= 


 plices are breaking in at another? Tu EY: 


CRY TO GoD DAY AND NIGHT To 
AVERT THE JUDGEMENT OF POPERY, 
WHICH SEEMS TO HASTEN TOWARDS 
us. “ Then I affirm, they are hypocrites 
by day, and filthy dreamers by night. 
When they cry unto Him, He will not 
hear them: for they cry out againft the: 
plaineft diétates of their own conference, 
reajon and belief, 


“© But 
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"But loftly, THEY Liz IN THE DUST, 
“ MOURNING BEFoRE Him. Hang me if I 
believe that, unlefs it be figuratively [poken. 
© But, fuppofe it to be true, why do THEY 
“ LIE IN THE DusT? Jdecaufe they love to 
““ratfe it; for what do they mourn? why for 
“€ power, wealth, and places. There let the 
‘enemies of the Queen, Monarchy, and the 
Church lie, and mourn, and lick the pust 
‘hike SERPENTS, 7i/] they are truly fenfible 
“* of their ingratitude, fal/hood, a fobedience, 
‘© flander, blafphemy, edition, and every evil 
‘vere | 

TImutt follow the fame method in form- 
ing your idea of the next pamphlet, by a 
quotation out of it, which happens to be 
the firit paragraph. The title is, The Pref 
byterians Plea of Merit in order to take off 
the'Teft, impartially examined: and the au- 
thor begins in the true vein of wit and {pi- 
rit, by faying, “* We have been told.in the 
“common news papers, that all attempts are 
to be made this Jeffions by the prefbyterians 
‘*“and their abettors, for taking off the teft ; 
“as a kind of preparatory Jeep to make it go 
“* down fimoother in England. Fer, if once 
THEIR LIGHT WOULD so sHINE, (be 
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«<  papi/ts, delighted with the blaze, would 
<¢ ail come in, and dance about it. This I 
< take to be a prudent method, lke that of a 
© difereet phyfician, who firft gives a new me- 
¢ dicine to a dog, before be prefcribes tt to 
<4 HUMAN CREATURE.” I have quoted 
this fhort paffage for the ftyle, as well 
as the matter ; and I dare fay, even from 
hence, you will be confirmed in one ge- 
neral obfervation, that SwirT maintains 
and conduéts his metaphors: and allufi- 
ons, with a juftnefs particularly delicate 
and exact, and without the leaft ftiffnes, 
or affectation. In fome of my formter 
letters, Lhave mentioned in what degree 
of contempt and: hatred he held the 
diffenters, efpecially the prefbyterians : 
and I need only add, that as this pam- 
phiet was written for the meridian of 
Ireland, it ought to have been placed 
with the other tracts on the fame fubject. 
The fubfequent pamphlet is, dduice 
offered to the Members of the OGfober Club: 
It was written in the year 1711, and is 
fo applicable to that particular time, that I 
fhall 
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fhall. not make any animadverfions 
upon it. From political tracts, the true 
hiftory of England is to be deduced : and 
if foreigners were to enter into that 
branch of reading, they might frame a 
more diftinét notion of our legiflature, 
and of our manners, than from more la- 
boured, and connected accounts of our 
conftitution. In fuch a view, I am apt 
to think, that, at firft fight, they muft 
beliold us a difunited, difcontented, and 
feemingly an unfteady people: but Iam 
certain, that, upon a more minute dif- 
quifition, they muft find in us a fixed, 
and, I may fay, an innate love of liberty, 
variegated, and perhaps fometimes erro- 
neous in its progrefs, but conftant, and 
unwearied in the purfuit of that glorious 
end. What people upon earth can de- 
fire a more exalted, or a more diftin- 
guifhed character? To fpeak in the dia- 
lect of the heathen world, our errors are 
the errors of men, our principles are the 
principles of gods. 


The 
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The other pieces in this volume,’ exs 
cept The Remarks on the Barrier Treaty, 
are not, in-my mind, fufficiently ftriking 
to deferve much notice. Some of them 
are the minutifime of SwirFrT’s writings, 
which, I believe, he would fcarce have. 
publifhed, fond as he was of feeing. his. 
works in print, if he had been in the full. 
vigour of his underftanding, or had.con-: 
fidered, that thofe kind of trifles,. which; 
are. weak as feathers, in fupporting..a» 
reputation, are heavy as lead, in. de-. 
preffing it. | 


Iam, my dearet Ham, 


Your moft affectionate Father, 


ORRERY 
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niet: Eeyisdoiotn Eniltver XL 


“| HE feventh volume contains Swirt’s 

epiftolary correfpondence, from the 

year 1714 to the year 1737, and, as it is 
an acknowledged obfervation, that no 
part of an author's writings give a greater 
infight into his natural difpofition than 
his letters, (efpecially when written with 
freedom and fincerity) I fhall endeavour 
to point out to you, fuch circumftances 
in SwIFT’s epiftles, and in the anfwer 
of his friends, as may afford you mate- 
rials to form your own conjeCtures upon 
the different characters not only of the 
Dean, but of his correfpondents. From 
preceding letters, you are probably be- 
come acquainted with Dr. Swirr, but 
the manners and opinions of thofe 
perfons with whom he correfponded, 
are in every refpeét fo blended with his 
own, as not to be eafily feparated, and 
a 
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sn fuch a kind of united. view, they 
will mutually reflect light upon each 
other. 

To a young man juft entering ito 
the world as you are, the fubject may 
prove of particular importance, as* it 
may guide him not only in the choice 
of his correfpondents, but in his man- 
ner of writing to them. 

The freedom of the prefs is to be 
watched and defended with the moft 
jealous eye. It is one of the chief ar- 
ticles of that great Charter of liberty to 
which the people of England are enti- 
tled: but as no human. inftitution can 
be perfeét, even this branch of liberty 
has its excrefcences that might be pruned. 
I mean particularly that licenfe which 
of late has too much prevailed of pub- 
lifhing epiftolary correfpondences. Such 
a fafhion, for 1know not what elfe to call 
it, is extremely pernicious, At prefent, 
it fatisfies the curiofity of the public ; 


but for the future, it will tend to re- 
ftrain 
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{train that unfufpicious opennefs, which 
is the principal delight of writing to our 
friends, I am forry to fay by experience, 
that the letters which contain the moft 
fincere, and perhaps hafty obfervations 
upon perfons, times, and circumftances, 
are often referved as treafures, and 
hoarded up, as mifers hoard gold ; like 
which, they lie concealed in cabinets 
and {trong boxes for fome time, till 
chancing to fall into the hands of an 
extravagant heir, or an injudicious exe- 
cutor, they are not only brought into 
light, but difperfed and expofed, fo as 
to become the property of the whole 
world. Let me advife you therefore, 
my Hamitton, when you give your 
opinion upon any important fubject, 
to confider it well, before you commit 
your thoughts to paper. Exprefs your- 
felf with diffidence. Preferve a prudent 
reftraint over the fallies of wit and hu- 
mour: and be cautious in all declara- 
tions of friendfhip; as the very com- 
mon 
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mon offers of civility, are too often 
explained into undefigned engagements. 
I own, Ham, I find myfelf under no 
fmall difficulty in difcuffing this volume 
of Swirt’s letters. General criticifms 
will be attended with obfcurity: and it 
would be tedious to confider them in 
their exact order. I fhall endeavour 
therefore, to take a review only of what 
feems to deferve your attention. Let us 
begin with the letters that paffed between 
Dr. Swirr and Mr. Pore. The cor- 
refpondence had commenced in a very 
early part of Mr. Pops’s life, and was 
earried on with fcarce any interruption 
from the death of the Queen. If we 
may judge of Mr. Pore from his works, 
his chief aim was to be efteemed a man 
of virtue. His letters are written in 
that ftyle. His laft volumes are all of 
the moral kind. He has avoided trifles, 
and confequently has efcaped a rock 
which has proved very injurious to 
Swirt’s reputation. He has given his 
imagina~ 
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imagination full f{cope, and yet has pre+ 
ferved a perpetual guard upon his con- 
duct. The conftitution of his body and 
mind might early incline him to habits 
of caution and referve. The treatment 
which he met afterwards from an innue 
merable tribe of adverfaries, confirmed 
thofe habits, and made him flower than 
the Dean in pronouncing his judgement 
upon perfons and things. His profe 
writings are little lefs harmonious than 
his verfe: and his voice in common 
converfation was fo naturally mufical, 
that I remember honeft Tom SouTHERNE 
ufed always to call him The Uittle nightin-= 
gaie. His manners were delicate, eafy, 
and engaging : and he treated his friends 
with a politenefs that charmed, and a 
generofity that was much to his honour. 
Every gueft was made happy within 
his doors. Pleafure dwelt under his 
roof, and elegance prefided at his table. 
Dr. Swirr was of a different difpofi- 
tion: To his domeftics he was paffionate 
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and churlifh : to his equals and fuperiors 
rather an entertaining than a defirable 
companion. He told a ftory in an ad- 
mirable manner: his fentences were 
fhort, and perfpicuous, his obfervations 
were piercing. He had feen the great 
world, and had profited much by his 
experience. He had not the leaft tinc- 
ture of vanity in his converfation. He 
was perhaps, as he faid himfelf, too 
proud to be vain. . When he was polite, 
it was in a manner entirely his own. In 
his friendfhips he was conftant and un- 
difguifed. He was the fame in his 
enmities: He generally fpoke as he 
thought in all companies and at all 
times. I remember to have heard, that 
he dined once at a Lord Mayor’s feaft 
in Dublin, and was attacked, and teized 
by an opulent, boifterous, half-intoxi- 
cated ’Sguire, who happened to fit, next 
him: he bore the aukward railery. for 
fome time, and then on a fudden called 
out in a loud voice to the Mayor, <* zy 
“ Lord, 
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“* Lord, here is one of your bears at iy 
“< fooulder, be has been worrying me this 
‘half hour, I defire you will order him to be 
* taken off.” In thefe laft particulars he 
differed widely from his friend Popr, 
who could ftifle refentment, and wait 
with patience till a more diftant; and 
perhaps a more feafonable hour of re- 
venge. But notwithftanding the dif 
fimilitude of minds, and manners, 
which was apparent between thefe two 
great men, yet the fame fort of friend- 
fhip feems to have fubfifted between 
them, as between Vircit and Horace, 
The mutual affection of the two Englifh 
poets appears throughout their works : 
and therefore in this place, I cannot 
avoid taking notice of a report very 
induftrioufly fpread, and not without 
fome degree of fuccefs, “ That the 
‘ friendfhip between Pops and Swirr 
“was not fo firm and perfeét at the 
“latter end as at the beginning of 
** their lives.” On Dr. Swrrt’s fide, 
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I am certain, it ever remained unaltera- 
ble: nor did it appear lefs fervent on 
the fide of Mr. Pore. Their letters 
are the beft evidence to determine the 
doubt. In one of Swirt’s lateft let- 
ters to me, not long before he was loft 
to all human comforts, he fays, “« When 
<< you fee my dear friend Pops, tell him I 
“© qeill anfwer bis letter foon, L love him 
«© ghove all the reft of mankind.” In my 
long correfpondence with Mr. Pope, 
I fcarce received the leaft billet from 
him, without the kindeft mention of 
Dr. Swirt; and the tendereft anxiety 
for his ftate of health. Judge by the 
following paragraphs. The firft, dated 
July the rath, 1737. 


My Lord, The pleafure you gave me, in 
, acquainting me of the Dean’s better health, 
is one fo truly great, as might content even 
your own humanity : and whatever my fin- 
cere opinion and refpect of your Lordfhip 
prompts me to wifh from your hands for my- 


felf, your love for him makes me as happy. 
) Would 
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Would toGon my weight, added to your’ s, could 
turn his inclinations to this fide, that I might 
live to enjoy him here thro’ your means, and 
flatter myfelf ’twas partly thro my own! 
But this, I fear, will never be the cafe; and 
I think it more probable, bis attraction will 
draw me on the other fide, which, I protef, 
nothing lefs than a probability of dying at fea, 
confidering the weak frame of my breaft, would 
have hindered me from, two years paft. In 
Short, whenever I think of him, ’tis with the 
vexation of all impotent paffions that carry us 
out of ourfelves only to fpoil our quiet, and 


make us return to a refignation, which ts the: 
moft melancholy of all virtues. And in an-- 


other letter, dated April 2, +738, he fays, 
Iwrite by the fame poft that Ireceived your very 
obliging and humane letter. The confider ation you 
Jhew towards me, in the juft apprehenfion that 
any news of the Dean’s condition might alarm 
me, 1s moft kind and generous. The very laft 
poft I writ to him a long letter, little fufpeét- 
ing bim in that dangerous circumftance, I 
was fo far from fearing bis health, that I 
was propofing {chemes, and hoping poffibilities 
Sor our meeting once more in this world, Iam 
weary of it ; and fhall have one reafon more, 


and one of the ftrongeft that nature can give 
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me (even when fhe is foaking my weak frame, 
to pieces) to be willing to leave this world, 
when our dear friend 1s on the edge of the 
other. Yet L hope, I would fain hope, he 
may yet hover a while on the brink of it, to 
preferve to this wretched age a rehique and ex- 
ample of the laf, One more quotation, and I 
have done, Twitnam, November 7 

When. you get to Dublin (qwhether I direct 
this, fuppofing you will fee our dear friend as 
Joon as poffible) pray put the Dean in mind of 
me, and tell him I hope be received my laf, 
Tell him how dearly I love, and bow greatly 
L honour him: how greatly Ireflett on every 
tefamony of bis friend/bip; how much I re~ 
folve to give the beft 1 can of my efteem for 
lim to pofterity ; and affure bim the world 
bas nothing in it Ladmire fo much, nothing, 
the lofs of which I fhould regret fo much, as 


bis genius and bis virtues. 


My excufe, for I ftand in need of one, 
by having inferted thefe {craps of letters, 
is my real defire of convincing you, that 

the affection of Swrrt and Pope fub- 
fifted as entire and uninterrupted as their 
friends could with, or their enemies re- 
gret, 
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eret. It muft be owned, that we as fel- 
dom fee a mutual. attachment between 
poets, as between ftatefmen. ‘* True 
“¢ friendfhip, as TuLty obferves, proceeds 
«¢ from areciprocal efteem, and a virtuous 
<¢ refemblance of manners.” When fuch 
is the bafis, the variety in certain tenets 
and opinions is of no ill confequence to 
the union: and will fcarce ever unloofe 
the focial ties of love, veneration, and 
efteem. Thus the friendfhip between 
Articus and Horrensivus, although 
they were of different feéts, one a Stoic, 
and the other an Epicurean, fubfifted 
like Mr. Porr’s and Dr. Swirt’s, firm 
and conftant to the laft, when that of 
AntTHony, Lepipus, and AvuGusTus, 
continued no longer than while it was 
fubfervient to their views of intereft. 
CarTiuine fays, Idem velle, ac idem nolle, 
ea demum amicitia eft. This often attends 
a vitious confpiracy; and perhaps an 
agreement fo perfectly mutual, is fcarce 
to be met with in any other inftance. 
Q4 Emulation 
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Emulation generally breaks the chain of 
friendfhip between poets. 'T hey are run- 
ning with the utmoft eagernefs: tothe 
fame goal; no wonder, if, in the race, 
they endeavour to trip up each other’s 
heels. 

As I have often reverted in my mind 
certain particulars relating to my two poe- 
tical friends, I have always thought, that 
the circumftance of their purfuing dif- 
ferent roads in poetry, and living in dif- 
ferent kingdoms, was probably one of the 
happieft incidents in their lives. Such 
a {eparation prevented all perfonal diffen- 
fions, and fixt them in a corref{pondence, 
that conftantly tended to eftablith their 
endearments ; when, perhaps, a refidence 
near each other, might have had a very 
contrary effect. It is much eafier to ree- 
tify any miftake, or to cool any animo- 
lity that may have arifen, in a letter, than 
to recal a paffionate verbal anfwer, efpe- 
cially if uttered with all the ations, and 
vehemence of anger. . The impreffion of 
fuch 
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fuch a fcene remains long upon the mind 
of the perfon offended, and the old adage 
is tranfpofed, Vox audita manet, litera 
feripta perit. Few men can fubmit to 
contradiction. SwirtT was certainly not 
of the number, and therefore I am per- 
fuaded, that his diftance from his Englifh 
friends, proved a ftrong incitement to 
their mutual affection. But, I muft 
again repeat, that throughout the long 
feries of letters which have been publifh- 
ed, not the leaft altercations appear to 
have happened between Swirr and Pops. 

In all Swirr’s writings, you will find 
his own peculiar vein of humour. The 
fame liberty of expreffion would have 
been improper and abfurd in any other 
writer, but it produced the confequences 
which he defired. His feeming arrogance 
gained him more favour than the humi- 
lity, and affected benevolence of others. 
His railery and freedom of cenfure, are 
conveyed in a manner more prevalent, 
and perhaps often more agreeable than 
flattery. 
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flattery. He feldom praifed, but, where. 
merit was confpicuous. . A fingle ftroke 
of his pen pleafed more, and gave more 
honour, than along flattering dedication 
from any other author... His ftyle was: 
mafterly, correct, and ftrong: never dif- 
fufive, yet always clear; and, if we con- 
fider 1t in comparifon with his predecef- 
fors, he has outdone them all, and «is 
one, perhaps the chief, of thofe few fe- 
let Englith writers, who have excelled 
in elegance and propriety of language. 
Lord Bacon is the firft author, who 
has attempted any ftyle that can be re- 
lifhable to the prefent. age, for I muft 
own to you, that I think Swirr, and 
his:cotemporaries, have brought our lan- 
guage to the utmoft degree of perfection, 
without the help of a Loneinus, a 
QUINTILIAN, or even of adictionary, or 
a grammar. Lord Bacon has written 
with an infinite fund of knowledge: 
every {cience that he treats upon, is dif- 
cufled by him with the greateft learning 
and 
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and dignity, and he fhews himfelf at once 
a philofopher, an hiftorian, a politician, 
and a divine: but his dialect (for, that 
demands our prefent attention) is quib- 
bling and pedantic; and never more fo 
than when he condefcends to flatter his 
royal mafter, and the minions of that 
court. 

Confider the profaical works of Mit- 
Ton, you will find them more nervous 
than elegant; more diftinguifhed by the 
ftrength of reafon, than by the rules of 
rhetoric ; his diction is harfh, his periods 
tedious; and, when he becomes a profe- 
writer, the majefty, that attends his po- 
etry, vanifhes, and is entirely loft: yet, 
with all his. faults, and exclufive of his 
character as a poet, he muft ever remain 
the only learned author of that taftelefs 
age in which he flourifhed: and it is pro- 
bable, that his great attention to the La- 
tin language, might have rendered him 
lefs correct, than he otherwife would 


have been, in his native tongue. 
Har- 
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Harrineton has his admirers, he 
may poflibly have his merits, but they 
fiw not in his ftyle. <A later writer, of 
the fame republican principles, has far 
excelled him ; I mean, ALGERNON Syp- 
NEY, whofe difcourfes concerning go- 
vernment are admirably written, and 
contain great hiftorical knowledge, and 
a remarkable propriety of di€tion ; fo 
that his name, in my opinion, ought to 
be much higher eftablifhed in the temple 
of literature, than I have hitherto found 
it placed. 
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Lord CLARENDON, is an hiftorian 
whofe dignity of expreffion has juftly 
given him the preference to any of our 
biographical authors. But his periods 
are the periods of a mile. His parenthefes 
embarrafs the fenfe of his narration, and 
certain imaccuracies, appearing through- 
out his works, are delivered with a for- 
mality that renders them {till more con- 
f{picuous, 


Among 
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Among our Englifh writers, few men 
have gained a greater character for ele- 
gance and correctnefs, than Sprat, Bi- 
fhop of Rocheffer, and few men have de- 
ferved it lefs.. When I have read his 
works, I have always wondered from 
whence fuch a piece of good fortune 
might have arifen, and could only attri- 
bute it to Mr. Cowrey, who, in a very 
delicate copy of verfes, has celebrated 
his friend Dr. Sprat for eloquence, wit, 
and a certain candid /ty/e, which the poet 
compares to the river Thames, gliding 
with an even current, and difplaying the 
moft beautiful. appearances of nature. 
Poets and painters have their favourites, 
whom they tran{mit to pofterity in what 
colours and attitudes they pleafe: but I 
am miftaken, if, upon a review of SPRAT’s 
works, his language will not fooner 
give you an idea of one of the infignifi- 
cant tottering boats upon the Thames, 
than of the fmooth noble current of the 
river itfelf. 


Sir 
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Sir. Witit1am TEMPLE is an eafy, 
carelefs, incorrect writer, elegantly neg 
ligerit, politely learned, and engagingly 
familiar. 

Thus, my dear Ham, I have curforily 
mentioned fome of the brighteft fons of 
fame among our Englifh authors, only 
to point out to you the preference due to 
Dr. Swirt: but he is not entitled alone 
to the olive garland: he has had his co- 
adjutors in the victory. The triumvirate, 
to whom’ we owe an elegance and pro-= 
priety unknown to our forefathers, are 
SwWiFT, ADDISON, and BoLINGBROKE. 
At the fight of fuch names, no difpute 
can arife in preferring the Englifh mo- 
derns to the Englifh antients. The pre- 
fent century, and indeed all future ge- 
nerations may be congratulated upon the 
acquifition of three fuch men. 

But to return more clofely to Swirt. 
He has perfeétly ftudied the drama’ of 
human life, and particularly the ten- 
dency and irregularities of its different 
cha- 
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characters... He has chofen;, (as I dare 
fay I have mentioned in former letters) 
to’! recommend virtue, by reprefenting 
vice in a difagreeable and ridiculous light. 
As his temper was naturally full of acri- 
mony, a certain innate feverity runs 
throughout all his letters. You will find 
him, in the advice, which he offers to 
his friends, and in the general account 
which he gives of his own conduét, too 
clofe an eeconomift. ‘This parfimony pro- 
ceeded from a defire of being independ- 
ent: and fince that was the caufe, he 
will be forgiven, or, at leaft, excufed by 
all honeft men. 

Mr. Pope had different talents from 
his friend Swirt: his imagination was 
fine and delicate: his fancy was ever on 
the wing. In his earlier time of life, his 
way of thinking was diffufive, and con- 
fequently his judgement was unconfined, 
As that judgement ripened with years, 
he fhewed the full ftrength of it in his 
Ethic Epiftles, and his Ejfay on Man. 
There 
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There the poet has almoft yielded to the 
philofopher ;. and his moral fy{tem has 
charmed more by the force of truth and 
reafon, than even by the numbers with 
which he adorned it. | 
. I cannot avoid thinking, that, in this 
particular branch of learning, Mr, Pops 
owed the exertion of his talents to Lord 
BotincBrokE, who had ftudied the pro- 
cedure, and limits of the human under- 
ftanding, as exactly as Swirr had confi- 
dered the irregularities of the paffions in 
different characters of the human fpecies, - 
Lord BotincBroxe had early made him- 
{elf mafter of books and. men: but, in 
his firft career of life, being immerfed at 
once in bufinefs and pleafure, he ran 
thorough a variety of fcenes in a furprif- 
ing and excentric manner. When his 
paffions fubfided by years and difappoint- 
ments, and when he improved his rati- 
onal faculties by more grave ftudies and 
reflexion, he fhone out in his retirement 
with a luftre peculiar to himfelf ; though 
not 
































AND WRITINGS OF Da. SWIET. 241 
not feen by vulgar eyes. The gay ftatef- 
man was changed into a philofopher 
equal to any of the fages of antiquity. 
The wifdom of Socrares, the dighity 
and eafe of Puiny, and the wit of Ho- 
RACE, appeared in all his writings and 
converfation, : 
~ But my letter is growing to an intole- 
rable length. It is time to finith it; and 
believe me, HAmiLTon, were my letters 

to fill reams of paper, they would be 

written only with a view of repeating the 
dictates of my heart, which, in its laft 

beating moments, will throb towards 
you, and thofe other dear objeéts, to 
whom I am | 


An affectionate Father, 


ORRERY. 
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Have been reading this morning a 
long letter from Dr. Swirt to Mr. 
Porr,. dated at Dublin, ‘fanuary 10, 
1721*, and I have been confined to a 
ereater fhare of attention, as it feems to 
furnifh more materials of his life and 
principles, than any other of his epiftolary 
writings, The letter breaths an air of 
fincerity and freedom, and is addreffed to 
a particular friend at a time, when the 
views of ambition were at an end. It 
may therefore be confidered as a confef- 
fion of one departing frem this world, 
who only is defirous to vindicate his own 
character, and is anxious that his afhes 
may reft in peace. 
It was written immediately after the 
arbitrary conduct of a judge in Ireland, 
who endeavoured to deftroy the freedom 


@ Volume VII. Page 12, 


of 







































AND WRITINGS’ OF Dr. SWIFT. 243 
of juries, and confequently the very ef- 
fence of that liberty and fafety, which 
we have a right to poffefs by the confti- 
tution of our ftate. Swirt very gene- 
roufly declares himfelf averfe to all rigor- 
ous proceedings againft perfons fufpected 
of problematical guilt. “ By fuch frig 
“< enquiries, fays he, a gate is left open to 
“* the whole tribe of informers, the moft ac- 
“* curfed, proftitute, and abandoned race that 
“ Gop ever permitted to plague mankind.” 
Upon this fubject I cannot avoid recol- 
lecting fome particulars from a book, 
which has lately given me great delight 
and inftruétion, and which I recomménd 
very warmly to your perufal. I mean 
L’Ejprit des Loix. The author of that 
book, Monsizur bE Monresquizu ob- 
feryes, “ that informers have been chiefly 
« Srorazed under the moft tyrannical 
‘ governments. In the reign of Trpe- 
‘“ RIus triumphal ornaments were con- 
“¢ ferred upon them, and ftatués erected 
** to their honour, In the reign of Nero 
R 2 yy es 
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244 REMARKS ON THE LIFE _ 

‘* upon the difcovery and punifhment of 
‘a pretended confpiracy, triumphal 
« dignities were allotted to TurpiL1a- 
«nus, Coccerus Nerva, and Ticit- 
« zinus.” In another part of his book, 
the Baron pe Montesquieu takes _no- 
tice, “ that in Turkey, where little re- 
«« gard is {hewn to the honour, lives, 
“* or eftates of the fubjeét, all caufes are 
«¢ determined by the prefiding Bafhaw : 
«¢ and in Rome, the judges had no more 
«‘ to do than to declare, that the perfon 
‘* accufed was guilty of a particular crime, 
‘and then the punifhment was. found 
‘¢ in the laws.” From thefe, and other 
examples of arbitrary government, this 
elegant author takes a particular pleafure 
in diftinguifhing, and admiring the civil 
conftitution of England, where, he fays, 
© the jury determine, whether the faé, 
‘ brought under their cognizance, be 


A 


“* proved or not, if it be proved, the 


« judge pronounces the punifhment in- 
“ flicted by the Jaw for fuch a particular 
§ face: 


Pay 





























AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 245 

‘< fact: and for this, adds the Baron, 
‘he need only open his eyes.” But if 
Monsizur pe Monresquiru had read 
Swirt’s letter, or indeed had recollected 
many notorious facts of our hiftory, he 
muft have obferved, that the judges have 
been often deaf to the repeated voice of 
the jury, and have not only fhut their 
eyes, againft our excellent laws, but have 
aflumed, “ that terrible and menacing 
air, which Commopus ordered to be 
«given to his ftatues.” 

The method of trials by juries, is ge- 
nerally looked upon as one of the moft 
excellent branches of our conftitution. 
In theory it certainly appears in that 
light. According to the original efta- 
blifhment, the jurors are to be men of 
competent fortunes in the neighbour- 
hood: and are to be fo avowedly indif- 
ferent between the parties concerned, 
that no reafonable exception can be made 
to them on either fide. In treafon the 
perfon accufed has a right to challenge 
R 3 five 
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five and thirty, and in felony twenty, 
without fhewing caufe of challenge. No- 
thing can be more equitable, _No_pri- 
foner can defire a fairer field. But the 
misfortune is, that our juries are often 
compofed of men of mean eftates, and 
low underftandings, and many difficult 
points of law are brought before them, 
and: fubmitted to their verdict, when 
perhaps they are not capable of _deter- 
mining, properly and judicioufly, fuch 
nice matters of juftice, although’ the 
judges of the court explain the nature of 
the cafe, and the law which arifes upon 
it. But, if they are not defective in 
knowledge, they are fometimes, I fear, 
from their {tation and. indigence, liable 
to corruption. . “This indeed is an objec- 
tion more to the privilege lodged with 
juries, than to the inftitution itfelf. The 
point, moft liable to. objection, is the 
f_ power, which any one, or more of the 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 247 
the verdict may poflibly be given by 
ftrength of conftitution, not by convic- 
tion of confcience: ‘* and wretches hang 
“ that jurymen may dine.’ All this by the 
by. Now let us return to Swirr’s letter 
of the tenth of Fanuary. 

_ In it is moft evidently difplayed his im- 
mutable attachment to Ireland. Such a 
kind of patriotifm muft have proceeded 
from a true love of liberty ; for he hated 
individuals, and defpifed moft of the men 
of property and power in that kingdom : 
he owed them no obligations, and while 
by his writings he laboured to make their 
pofterity happy, he forced from themfelves 
an involuntary, but univerfal applaufe. 
His conduct was fo uniform, and conftant 
in the caufe of Ireland, that he not only 
gained the praife, but the confidence of 
that whole nation, who are a people fel- 
dom, if ever, inclined to ftudy and pur- 
fue their own intereft, and who.are al- 
ways exceedingly apt to fufpect any ad- 
R 4 vice 
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vice that is contrary,or in defiancesto 4x 

minifterial dire¢tion. ® svat? Sew 

SwiFt’s principles of--goverhment 

feem. to have been founded ‘upon: that - 

excellent maxim, Salus populi fuprema: eft. 

lex, He begins-by clearing himfelf from 

Jacobitifm. He fpeaks of the revolution 

as a neceflary but dangerous expedient, - 

which has fince been attended with. un-.. 

_ avoidable bad-confequences. He-declares 

Q wer --# his mortal antipathy to ftanding ‘armies 
/Aee ~ $n, time of peace. He adores the-wifdom 
ep spe oe f that inftitution which rendered our: 


4 Parliaments annual. He- prefers. the - 


tee OTE ah ae | 
a, Janded to the monied intereft, and ex- - 


. 2D ) 
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un (ev L4 4 2444 prefies a noble abhorrence to the fufpen- 


¥ hy y © e 
-¢ 2) -Aancfion of thofe laws, upon which thé li- 


a 


berty of the fubjeét depends. When 
thefe articles of his political tenets ‘are 
examined, they will leave no room’ for 
any one particular party ‘to affume the 
honour of having had him in their alli- 
ance. He was neither Whig nor Tory, 
, neither 














neither Jacobite nor Republican: He 
was DocTor SwiIFT. . 
His judgement, in relation to the vifi- 
ble decay of literature’ and good fenfe, 
1s perfectly juft. He-attributes: this na- 


tional calamity to the prevailing luxury 


of the times, which he inftances in the 
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encouragement of factions, and of a An 


veral public diverfions, 


oe an ean 
the encreafe of f folly, ignorance, and: 
vice. His fentiments are delivered more - 


with the air of a philofopher than’ of a 
divine : and the conclufion of the letter 
is fo proper, and fo excellent a defence 


of his own manner of acting and think-*: 
ing, that, in regard to his memory, I ° 


muft be at the trouble of tranfcribing it. 


«< * ALI can reafcnably hope for, fays 
* Swirt, by this letter, 7s to convince my 
“¢ friends and others, who are pleafed to wih 
< me well, that I have neither been fo.ill. a 


‘© fuljedt, nor fo ftupid an author, as.1 have. 


‘© been reprefented by the virulence of libel- 
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“* lers, where malice hath taken the Jame 
© train in both, by fathering dangerous prin- 
© ciples in government upon me, which T ne- 
“ ver maintained, and in afipid productions, 
“© which Lam not capable of writings For; 
‘ however £ may have been fowered by per= 
‘S fonal ill treatment, or-by melancholy pro- 
“* fpects for. the public, I am too much a.po- 
“* htician to expofe my own Jafet ty by offenfive 
‘“ words, and, if my genius and fpirit be 
‘funk by encreafing years, I have at lealt 
‘ enough difcretion left, not to nuftake the 
; voiaifeare of my own abihties, by. attempts 
‘ ing fubjecis where thofe talents are nécef~ 
‘ fary, which perhaps I may have loft with 
‘* my youth,” 


fm 


A 


nw nw a 


I have chofen out this particular letter, 
as one of the moft ferious, and beft per- 
formances that he has given us in the 
epiftolary way. But, if I am to declare 
my opinion of the whole colle¢tion in the 
feventh volume, I own to you, it has 
not anfwered my expectation. The in- 
dex at the beginning will make you 
hope for great treafures, from the ‘il- 
luftrious 
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luftrious names that are there inferted: but, 
in. your purfuit, you will fcarce find any 
remarkable inftruCtions of morality, or 
even the common reafonings and re- 
finements that might naturally arife from 
fo high a clafs of men, in the ordinary 
current of their thoughts.. What 1s more 
furprifing, you will feldom difcover any 
keen ftrokes of fatyr, or any inftanta- 
neous fallies of vivacity. I have oiten 
heard Swirt fay, “ When I fit down to 
© ayrite a letter, I never lean upon my el- 
“ bow, till I bave finifhed it.’ By which 
expreffion he meant, that he never ftu- 
died for particular phrafes, or polifhed 
paragraphs : his Jetters therefore are the 
truer reprefentations of his mind. .They 
are written in the warmth of his affecti- 
ons, and when they are confidered in the 
light of kindnefs and fincerity, they il- 
luftrate his character to a very high de- 
gree. Throughout his various corre- 
{pondence you will difcover very ftrong 


marks of an anxious, benevolent friend : 
and, 
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252 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 
and, ‘to my great pleafure, I find the 
mifanthrope often loft in the good-na- 
tured man. Read his letters to Mr. Gay, 
and you will be of my fentiment ; read 
thofe to Dr. SHermpan, in’ the eighth 
volume *, and ‘you will bé farther con- 
firmed in that Opinion ;' we may com- 
pound therefore to lofe fatyr and railery, 
when we gain humanity and tendernefs 
in their ftead: yet, even in fome of “his 
higheft fcenes of benevolence, ‘his expref- 
fions are delivered in fuch a manner,’ as 
to feem rather the effects of haughtinefs 
than of good-nature: but you muft ne- 
ver look upon him as a traveller in the 
common road. He muft be viewed™ 
through a camera obfcura that turns all 
objects the contrary way. When he ap- 
pears moft angry, he is moft pleafed>; 
when moft humble, he is moft affuming«, 


* Beginning at page 384, 
> See his letters to eS and to the Dutchefs of 


Qucenfoorough, in Vol. VII. 
“ See his letter to Lord PALMERSTON, Vol. VIII. 
page 373. 


Such 
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Such was the man, and. in. fuch varie- 
gated colours muft he be painted. 

‘The letters from Lord BoLINGBROKE, 
Sch are inferted in this collection, are 
written with an elegance and_politenefs 
that diftinguifh them from all the reft. 
We fee they were not intended for the 
prefs, but how valuable are the moft 
carelefs {trokes of fuch a pen? 

Gay’s letters have nothing in them 
{triking or recommendatory. His fenti- 
ments are thofe of an honeft, indolent, 
good-natured man. He loved Swirt to 
a degree of veneration: and the friend- 


fhip was returned with great fincerity. 
SwiFT writes to him in the fame ftrain. 


as he would have written to a fon: and 
feems to diftinguifh him as the corre- 


{pondent to whom he has not the leatt. 


grain of referve. In the feveral accounts 
which he gives of his fituation at Dublin, 
and the idle manner of his paffing his 
time there, he writes fometimes im an 


ironical, and fometimes in a contrary 


{tyle, 
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ftyle. But, m one of his letters, dated 


Auguf 28, 17314, he tells Gay, “ that 


<¢ the moft arrant trifles of his former 
« writings are ferious philofophical lu- 
« cubrations, in comparifory to what he 
< now bufies himfelf about;” and his 
conclufive words are, ‘ As the world may 
one day fee.” By this defire of letting the 
world fee what other men of lefs wit and 
more difcretion, would carefully have 
concealed, he has placed himfelf open to 
the cenfure of his enemies, and beyond 
the reach of any defence from his friends. 
He has not only committed to the prefs 
a moft defpicable heap of writings, but 
has publicly recorded the loweft amiufe- 
ments of his private fcenes of life, with- 
out having once fufpected, that perfons, 
whofe ftations, or abilities, have fixed 
them in a confpicuous attitude, are look- 
ed upon by the reft of mankind with a 
very critical, and a very envious eye. 
Aucustrus, as I remember, was a little 


4 Vol. VII. Letter LIT. page 185. 
afhamed 





















































AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 2:; 
afhamed to be difcovered at a game of cob- 
nuts : and even DomiTIAN was cunning 
enough to withdraw into his clofet to 
catch flies. Great minds, you will fay, 
require to be often unbent. I allow it; 
but thofe relaxations might be chofen, 
fo'as to make idlenefs appear in a beau- 
tiful light: and Swirt would have for- 
feited a lefs degree of fame by playing 
many years at pufh-pin, (the records of 
which he could not have printed,) than 
by compofing various kinds of zon/én/, 
which, by his own option, have been 
honoured with a place in his works. 

I fhould have been much pleafed, in 
finding fome of Dr. ArsuTrHuNot’s let- 
ters among this collection. Although 
he was juftly celebrated for wit and 
learning, there was an excellence in his 
charaéter more amiable than all his other 
qualifications: I mean the excellence of 
his heart. He has fhewed himfelf equal to 
any of his cotemporaries in humour and 
vivacity: and he was fuperior to’ moft 
men 
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men in aéts of humanity and bene- 
volence: his very farcafms are the fatiri- 
cal ftrokes of good-nature; they are like 
flaps of the face given in jeft, the effects 
of which may raife blufhes, but no 
blacknefs will appear after the blows. 
He laughs as jovially as am attendant 
upon Baccuus, but continues as fober 
and confiderate as a difciple of So- 
crates. He is feldom ferious, except 
in his attacks upon vice, and then his 
fpirit rifes with a manly ftrength, and a 
noble indignation. His epitaph upon 
Cuartres*, (allowing one {mall altera- 
tion, the word permitted, inftead of con- 
nived at) is a compleat, and a mafterly 
compofition in its kind. No man ex- 
ceeded him in the moral duties of life: a 
merit {till more to his honour, as the 
ambitious powers of wit and gemius are 
feldom fubmiffive enough to confine 
themfelves within the limitations of mo- 


2 See Pore’s Works, by WARBURTON, Vol. HI. 
page 2.19. 


rality 
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rality. In his letter to Mr: Pope, writ- 
ten, as it were, upon his death-bed, he 
difcovers fuch a noble fortitude of mind 
at the approach of his diffolution, as 
could only be infpired by a clear confci- 
ence, and the calm retrofpect of an un: 
interrupted feries of virtue. The Dean ° 
laments the lofs of him with a pathetic 
fincerity, “ The death of Mr. Gay and the 
“* Docror * (fays he to Mr. Porr) have 
“< been terrible wounds near my heart. Their 
“ hving would have been a great comfort 
«10° me, although I fhould never have feen 
“them; lke a Jum of money in a bank; 
<< from ‘which IL fhould receive at laf an- 
nual intere/t, as I do from you, and 
« bave done from Lord BOLINGBROKE.” 
I have ‘chofen this laft quotation, not 
more in honour of Swirt’s tendernef$ and 
affection: to thofe whom he efteemed, 


4 See again Pope by Wargurton, Vol. VII: 
Letter XLVII. 


» SwiFt’s Works, Vol. VII, Letter LXX. 
© ARBUTHNOT, 
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than with a defign of fpecifying to you 

as fine a groope of friends *, as have ap- 

peared fince the Auguftan age. As their 

letters were not intended for the public; 

perhaps’ I was unreafonable in looking 
for medals, and not being contented with 
the common current fpecies. In our 
prejudices of favour or averfion we ‘are 
apt to be deceived by names: nor can it 
be doubted, that fuch writers might have 
furnifhed us with familiar letters; very 
different from thofe, which have been 
collected in this feventh volume.» “They 
are filled indeed (efpecially in the corre- 
fpondence between Swirr and Pore) 
with the ftrongeft expreffions of mutual 
efteem ; but thofe expreflions are re- 
peated too often. When friendfhip has 
fubfifted fo long, that time cannot en- 
creafe, nor words improve it, the com- 
merce of affeCtion between friends ought 
to be carried on in a ftyle that neither 


a Lord BoLINGBROKE, SwirT, Pore, ARBUTH- 
NoT, Gay. 


finks 
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finks below politenefs, nor rifes into 
forced compliments. I cannot avoid ob- 
ferving the epiftolary concifenefs that was 
in fafhion among the antients, efpecially 
their conclufive fentences, [vak. Or 
again, Sz valeas bene eff, valeo:] which 
I own feems preferable to our method of 
loading every letter with compliments, 
not only to wives and children, but to 
uncles, aunts, and coufins: and of con- 
fequence, every relation, that is not par- 
ticularly named, is particularly affronted. 
It will appear too minute a criticifm to 
affirm, that the Englifh language is not 
well adapted for epiftolary writings: be 
that as it may, it 1s certainly inferior to 
the French, which engages, and perhaps 
improves us by a fucceflive flow of 
phrafes that are peculiar to that na- 
tion, Mapame DE Srvicne’ has filled 
four volumes of letters, all addreffed to 
her daughter: they contain nothing, 
except different fcenes of maternal fond- 
S% nefs ; 
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nefs ; yet, like a claflic, the oftener they 
are read, the more they are. relifhed. 
MonsIEUR DE Pezxisson has. publifhed 
three volumes of letters, which he» calls 
Lettres Hifforiques, and which are little 
elfe than materials for a gazette: they 
inform us at what time the grand Mon- 
argue arofe ; when he went to bed; at 
what hour he dined; and what. he faid 
while he was at fupper: yet all thefe 
trifles are told in fo agreeable a manner, 
and appear fo natural and eafy, that I 
can fearce think the {kul of Ovip great- 
er, who, in his Faf, has turned. the 
Roman Calendar into elegant poetry, 
and has verfified a. fet.of old Almanacs. 
1 need not mention VorTuRE, or BaL- 
zac, and perhaps it was wrong to turn 
afide into the Roman, and the French 
territories, when I ought to have con- 
fined myfelf to the Britifh iflands; but I 
love to wander about. with you, and in 
writing as in walking, to peep into every 
corner 
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corner that may afford us matter of en- 
tertainment. 


I am, my dear HAMILTON, 
Your ever affectionate Father, 


ORRERY. 


P,S. At the latter end of the feventh 
volume, is a pamphlet written in the year 
1714. It is entitled, Pree Thoughts upon 
the prefent State of Affairs. When you 
have read it, digzto compefce labellum. 
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My dear HAMILTON, 


T is fcarce poffible to know in what 
manner to comment upon the laft 
volume of the Dean’s works. A general 
eonfufion and diforder ‘runs throughout 
the whole, and one of. the firft pieces, 
S 3 1S, 
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is, what ought to have been the laft, Dr. 
Swirt’s Will: which, like all his other 
writings, is drawn up in his own pecu- 
liar manner, Even in fo ferious a com- 
pofition he cannot help indulging him- 
felf, in leaving legacies that carry with 
them an air of raillery and jeft. He dif- 
pofes of his three hats (his beft, his fe- 
eond beft, and his third beft beaver) 
with an ironical folemnity, that renders 
the bequefts ridiculous. He bequeaths 
«© tg Mr. Joun GRATTAN @ fiver box, 
‘ to keep in it, the tobacco which the faid 
« Joun ujfially chewed, called pigtail.” 
But, his legacy to Mr. RoBERT GRAT- 
TAN is {till more extraordinary. ‘‘ Item 
«© ‘I bequeath to the Reverend Mr. RoBERT 
* Grattan, Prebendary of St. Audeon’s, 
« my firong box, on condition of bis giving 
* the fole ufe of the faid box to bis brother, 
Dr, James GraTTAn, during the 
© life of the faid Doctor, who hath more oc- 
 cafion for it.” Thefe are fo many lait 
impreffions of his turn, and way of 
think- 
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thinking: and I dare fay, the perfons 
thus diftinguifhed, look upon thefe in- 
{tances, as affectionate memorials of his 
friendfhip, and as tokens of the jocofe 
manner, in which he had treated them 
during his life time. 

His monumental infcription, written 
by himfelf, and inferted at the beginning 
of his W7z//, may confirm to you the obferv- 
ation which I made in a former letter, that 
he was not an elegant writer of Latin. 
An harfher epitaph has feldom been 
compofed. It is fcarce intelligible, and 
if intelligible, is a proof how difficult a 
Aafk it is, even for the greateft genius, 


to draw his own character, or to repre-. 


fent himfelf and his actions in a proper 
manner to potterity. 

I am now drawing towards the laft 
fcene of his hfe. The total deprivation 
of his fenfes came upon him by degrees. 
In the year 1736, I remember him feized 
with a violent fit of giddinefs. He was 
at that time writing a fatirical poem, 
S 4 called 
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264. REMARKS ON THE LIFE* “ 
called the Legion Club, but he found the 
effects of his giddinefs fo dreadful; that 
he left the poem unfinifhed; and never 
afterwards attempted a compofition ‘of 
any length either in verfe or profe: 
However, his converfation ftill remained 
the fame, lively and fevere ; but his me- 
mory gradually grew worfe and worfe : 
and as that decreafed and was impaired, 
he appeared every day more fretful and 
impatient. From the year thirty nine to 
the latter end of the year forty one, his 
_ friends found his paffions fo violent and 
ungovernable, his memory fo decayed, 
and his reafon fo depraved, that they 
took the utmoft precautions to keep all 
{trangers from approaching him: for, 
till then, he had not appeared totally in- 
capable of converfation: but early in the 
year forty two, the {mall remains of his 
underftanding became entirely confufed, 
and the violence of his rage encreafed 
abfolutely.to a degree of madnefs. In 
this miferable ftate, he feemed to be ap- 
pointed 
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pointed as the firft proper inhabitant 
for his own hofpital: efpecially as from 
an outragious lunatic, he funk after- 
wards into a quiet, fpeechlefs idiot ; and 
dragged out the remainder of his life 
in that helplefs fituation. He died to- 
wards the latter end of Odfober 1745. 
The manner of his death was eafy, with- 
out the leaft pang or convulfion. Even 
the rattling in his throat was fcarce fuff- 
cient to give any alarm to his attendants, 
till within fome very little time before he 
expired. A man in full poffeffion of his 
reafon, would have wifhed for fuch a 
kind of diffolution, but SwirrT was to- 
tally infenfible of happinefs or pain: he 
had not even the power or expreffion of 
a child, appearing, for fome years before 
his death, referved only as an example to 
mortify human pride, and to reverfe that 
fine defcription of human nature, which 
is given us by SHAKESPEARE in an inimi- 
table manner: ‘“ What a piece of work is 
** man! how noble in reafon! bow infinite 
© in 
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266 ~REMARKS:.ON THE LIFE 
‘in faculty! in form and moving, how ex- 
“* prefs and admirable! in action, how like 
‘< an angel! in apprehenfion, how like a 
“« god! the beauty of the world, the paragon 
‘* of ammals.’ Thus poets paint; but 
how vain and perifhable is the picture? 
The fmalleft thunderbolt from heaven 
blafts it in a moment, and every, tinct 
is fo effectually obliterated, that fcarce 
the outlines of the figure remain. 
SWIFT, as I have hinted in a former 
letter *, certainly forefaw his fate. His 
frequent attacks of giddinefs, and his ma- 
nifeft defect of memory gave room for 
fuch apprehenfions. I have often heard 
him lament the ftate of childhood, and 
jdiotifm, to which fome of the greateft 
men of this nation were reduced before 
their death. He mentioned, as examples 
within his own time, the Duke of Mart- 
BOROUGH, and Lord Somers: and when 
he cited thefe melancholy inftances, it 
was always with a heavy figh, and with 


* See Letter. VI. 


geftures 














AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 267 


geftures that fhewed great uneafinefs, as 
if he felt‘an impulfe of what was to hap- 
pen to him before he died. 

Unlefs I am mifinformed, he died 
worth about twelve thoufand pounds, 
inclufive of the fpecific legacies menti- 
oned in his will, and which may be com- 
puted at the fum of twelve hundred 
pounds ; fo that the remainder, near ele- 
ven thoufand pounds, is entirely applica- 
ble to the hofpital for idiots and lunatics: 
a charitable foundation, particularly be- 
neficial in thefe kingdoms, where the 
epidemic diftemper of lunacy 1s {fo pre- 
valent, that it will conftantly furnifh the 
largeft building with a fufficient number 
of inhabitants. 

Lunacy may in general be confidered 
as arifing from a depraved imagination, 
and muft therefore be originally owing to 
a fault in the body, or the mind. We fee 
inftances every day, where in fevers, all 
the powers of fenfe and reafon are utterly 


overturned by a raging madnefs ; this 
frenzy 
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frenzy conquers, or is conquered foon: 
but,. from more flow and. chronical 
caufes, fuch obf{tructions may be form- 
ed, as gradually to produce various de- 
grees of this diforder, and to remain in- 
vincible to the very laft moments of life. 
Nothing more ftrongly difpofes the mind 
to this depraved {tate than too fixed an 
attention to any particular object. Mr. 
Locke, 1f my memory does not deceive 
me, defines madnefs as arifing from fome 
particular idea, or fet of ideas, that 
make fo {trong an impreffion upon: the 
mind as.to banifh all others : and the 
perfons affected are chearful, or melan- 
choly, well-tempered, or fierce, accord- 
ing as the objects and ideas of their 
minds are different. From hence it is 


evident, that we ought to confider the 


{trength of the mind even in the purfuit 
of knowledge, and often to vary our 
ideas by exercife and amufements ; con- 
ftantly fixing a ftrict guard againft any 
paffion, that may be prevalent in too 
high 
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high a. degree, or may acquire an ha- 
bitual ftrength and dominion over us, 
Paffions are the gales of life; and it 
1s our part to take care, that they do 
not rife into a tempeft. 

Love, with. all its charms, muft be 
reftrained within proper bounds, other- 
wife it will torture that breaft which it 
was formed to delight. Love contains 
within itfelf a variety of other paffions, 
and lays fuch a foundation of madnefs 
in the mind, that the frenzy, in. this 
particular cafe, never fails to appear in 
its full force, and to difplay itfelf in all 
its ftrength of horror. 

Religion, which can only make the 
mind happy, and is our fureft and beft 
defence againft the paffions, if confider- 
ed in a wrong and melancholy view, has 
often perverted the feat of reafon, and 
given. more inhabitants to Bedlam than 
any other caufe, A religious lunatic is 
miferable, even to the deepeft tortures 
of defpair. 

The 


cs SPS ah debe 4 od 
wa 
i 


7 ws 
Ore tee” Mette RE On 8 ar AIP PR ey f 6-9 chem 
PU IME Me rem4 emt amibOlhamchimi athe qranh. Gg egaihbrind ” wp deh media eet 


oniedie aiociemeee Ot oon RET ree RTI 
PaO ih lnadaya T esee eee Cees 
e 


— 


PASS AAT CSTE Ts 


He SS fary 


ey bee 











See CUES Ge FaRG Va SSE ATER PAARL CARTERS TEES te 
4 oo vi = oe Pa . i ot a rela x 











270 +REMARKS ON THE LIFE 


The mifer, whom I muft always rank 
among madmen, heaps up gold with an 
anxiety that affects his looks, his appe- 
tite, and his fleep. .The wretch. dreads 
poverty in the center of plenty; and 
ftarves, only becaufe he dares not tafte 
thofe fruits which appear moft agreeable 
to his defires. 

In fome other fpecies of madnefs, the 
perfons affected are really more happy 
than in their fenfes, and it is almoft a 
crime to banifh the agreeable delufion, 
You remember the cafe of the citizen-of 
Argos, who, after a falutiferous dofe of 
hellebore, cried out, 


Pol me occtdiftis, amtct, 
Non fervaftis (ait) eui fic extorta voluptas, 
Et demptus per vim mentis gratifimus error, 


Such again would be the cafe of the 
beau of Bedlam, who, amidft darknefs 
and confinement, ftill retains .his. pride 
and felf-admiration: drefles himfelf up 

in 
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in {traw inftead of embroidery, and when 
fuffered to go to the window, imagines 
that he captivates every female, who 
chances to pafs through Moor-fields. 1s 
not fuch a man happier in his madnefs, 
than in his fenfes ? 

To fpecify the many different. claffes 
of madmen would be endlefgs They are 
innumerable: fo that it is almoft a rare 
felicity to enjoy mens fana in corpore fano. 
Some men have owed their reputation 
and fuccefs in the world to a tinéture of 
madnefs, while others, merely from a 
fuperior underftanding, have been ranked 
among lunatics: of the latter fort Hrp- 
pocrates (whom I wifh you to look 
upon as a claffic author, as well as a 
phyfician) gives a remarkable inftance 
in one of his letters. He fays, he was 
fent for by the people of dra to cure 
Democritus of madnefs, but, to his 
furprife, he found him the wifeft man 
of the age, and, by his laughing man- 
ner of talking and reafoning, he almoft 
con- 
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272 REMARKS ON THE LIFE > - 
convinced Hrppocrates, that all»the 
reft of the world, except DEmocrirvs, 
were mad. It 1s not improbable, that 
madnefs has been coeval with mankind. 
There have certainly been many inftances 
of it among the Greeks and Romans: 
among the Jews, the enthufiaftic fury 
of Saux is equally remarkable with the 
extatick rage of NEBUCHADNEZZAR: Nor 
have any parts of the world, I believe, 
entirely efcaped this raging evil. It was 
frequently miftaken for infpiration, and 
the prophetic Sybils were obliged to: put 
on the airs and looks of madnefs, to 
obtain an implicit belief to their prophe- 
cies, From thefe facerdotal impofitions, 
mad people reaped fome remarkable ad- 
vantages. They were often looked upon 
as meffengers fent by heaven, to declare 
the will of the gods, and the prophetical 
decrees of . fate: they -were revered as 
perfons facred and divine; and, inftead 
of fcourges, they received tokens of ado- 
ration. In how great.a degree muft the 
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fubtilty of priefts have prevailed, when 
they could make one of the greateft curfes 
that attends human life, appear one of 
the greateft bleflings ? 

Lunatics are fo called from the influ- 
ence which the moon has over bodies, 
when its attractive power is greateft, by 
which means the preffure of the atmo- 
fphere being leffened, the humours of 
the body are more rarefied, and produce 
a greater plenitude in the veflels of the 
brain. This has been illuftrated by our 
good and learned friend Dr. Meap, in 
his treatife De imperio lune et folis; and 
I have particularly obferved, that in the 
laft book *, which he publifhed, he takes 
notice in his chapter de Infania, << that the 
<¢ blood of fuch perfons, who have been 
«¢ moft liable to this malady, was thick 
«and fizy, and upon diflection, their 
«¢ brain always appeared dry, and their 
‘© veffels filled with black fluggifh blood :” 
from whence, perhaps, we may, in fome 
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274  “REMARKS‘ON THE LIFE ~' 
meafure, account forthe principal fource 
of Swirt’s lunacy: ‘his countenance be- 
ing dark, bilious, and'gloomy, and ‘his 
eyes fometimes fixed, and immoveable 
fora long time. Horace, I remember, 
attributes the madnefs of ‘OresTrs to a 
phyfical caufe, -wherevhe fays, 


vocando 
Hane furiam, bunc-aliud, jufft quod fplendida bits. 


So that difeafes, formed originally in 
the: mind, ‘often bring on this ‘diforder, 
and by degrees affect the body; efpecially 
in fuch conftitutions (as have any ‘ten- 
dency’ to this diftemper. But, what can 
be the reafon, ‘that ‘it is ‘fo remarkably 
epidemical-in thefe kingdoms? I'am in- 
clined‘ to believe, that it muft be owing to 
the grofinefs of our food, and to: ourim- 
moderate ufe of {pirituous liquors: the one 
frequently caufing the deepeft melancholy, 
the other the moft unlimited rage. Our 
climate is fo variable‘and-uncertain, and 
our 
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our atmofphere is fo perpetually filled 
with clouds and fulphureous vapours, 
that thefe caufes muft neceflarily have a 
great effect upon the natural impatience 
and inconftancy of the inhabitants. We 
are apt to revel in a free indulgence of 
our paffions ; and they are as apt to agi~ 
tate and enervate the fibres of the brain, 
and to imprint by degrees many fatal 
impreffions, that can never be eradicated 
from the mind. Even the greateft bleff- 
ing we enjoy, the freedom of our laws, 
may, I am afraid, in fome meafure, con- 
tribute. to thofe rafh actions, that often 
end in dreadful murders of the wortft 
kind, parricide, and fuicifm. Men muft 
be reckoned in the higheft clafs of luna- 


tics, who are capable of offending the 


great Author of nature, by depriving 
themfelves of that life, which he only 
has aright of taking away, becaufe he 
only had the power of giving it. No 
perfon in his fenfes can voluntarily pre- 
fer death to life. Our defires of exift= 
I2 ence 
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ence are-ftrong and prevalent. They are 
born.with us; and our ideas of a future 
{tate are not fufficiently clear, to make 
us. fond of hurrying into eternity ; 
efpecially as eternity itfelf muft ever 
remain incomprehenfible to finite be- 
ings. Human nature has an abhor- 
rence, and a terror of its own diffolu- 
tion. The philofopher fubmits to death, 
becaufe he looks upon it as a neceflary 
event: in the mean time, he ufes every 
method of prudence, and every art of 
caution, to lengthen out life as far as he 
poffibly can extend it, and to prevent the 
leaft accident that may bring on death 
one hour fooner than the laws of the hu- 
man ftructure require. The military 
hero meets the king of terrors more from 
the diétates of reafon, than the impulfes 
of nature. Hisfame, his fortune, every 
objeét that can be dear to him, depend 
upon his refolution to die. He expofes 
himfelf to the danger of being deftroyed , 
becaufe, an effort of fecuring his life, 
mutt 





AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 277 
muft be attended with contempt and in- 
famy. But, on the other hand, who 
would wantonly chufe death, unlefs he 
were agitated to fuch a choice by the 
fumes and vapours of a diftempered 
brain? 

The fubjects, where arbitrary power 
is eftablifhed, live in a continual ftate of 
dread and apprehenfion, and-all their 
other paffions are’ fubdued by fear: fo 
that fewer inftances of fuicide have ap- 
peared in defpotic governments, than in 
kingdoms, where liberty is more pre- 
valent, and where the paffions are lefs 
reftrained. 

The diet, the air, and the political 
conftitution of a country, give the pe- 
culiar, and diftinguifhing character of 
the people: and as the characteriftics 
change, the imbhabitants undergo the 
fame metamorphofes. How different are 
the modern Italians from the antient Ro- 
mans? If Brurus were now living, he 
A would 
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would probably acquiefce in the depend- 
ing ftate of a cardinal, and the papal 
crown would be unanimoufly prefented 
to CASAR. 

The melancholy cafe of Dr, SwirT 
has, I find, feduced me into a long di- 
ereffion; when I am writing to you, my 
Ham, I give a full {cope to my thoughts, 
and wander licentioufly out of my fphere. 
I aim at placing all obfervations i your 
way, which I think can be of any ufe in 
your future road of life. But, why talk 
to you on the melancholy effects of mad- 
nefs? only, my dear fon, to obferve in 
general, that temperance, exercife, phi- 
lofophy, and true religion are the fureft 
means to make men happy, and to pre- 
ferve them from a contagious malady, 
to which the inhabitants of thefe king- 
doms are unfortunately liable. | 

A ftate of idiotifm is lefs deplorable, 
not lefs fhocking, than that of madnels. 
Idiots are afflicted with no turbulent 
paffions : 
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paffions: they are innocent and harm- 
lefs, and often excite pity, but never oc-. 
cafion fear.. The proverb tells. us, They 
are the favourites of fortune: but I fuppofe 
it alludes only to thofe fools, who can 
number twenty rightly, and can tell the days 
of the week; ‘and alas! thofe are no idi- 
ots in the eye of the law. The abfolute 
naturals owe their wretchednefs to a 
wrong formation in their brain, or to 
accidents in their birth, or the dregs 
of fevers, and other violent diftempers. 
The laft was the cafe of the Dean of St. 
Patrick’s, according to the account 
fent me by his two relations Mrs. WuHITE~ 
way, and Mr. Swirr?*: neither of 
whom, I think, make the leaft mention 
of a deafnefs, that from time to time 
attacked the Dean, and rendered him 
extremely miferable. You will find him 
complaining of this misfortune in feveral 
parts of his writings, efpecially in his 
letters (of the eighth volume) to Dr. 


@ See page 1399, and page 142. 
Alef? SHERI- 
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SHERIDAN®*. Poflibly fome internal pref 
fure upon his brain might firft have af- 
fected the auditory nerves, and then, by 
degrees, might have encreafed, fo as 
entirely to ftop up that fountain of 
ideas, which had before fpread. itfelf 
in the moft diffufive, and furprizing 
manner. | 
Having juft now hinted to you the 
advantages that have accrued to mad- 
men, I ought not to omit the honours 
that have been paid to fools. In former 
ages the courts of France and England 
were not thought compleatly embellifhed 
without a favourite idiot, who bore. the 
title of the King’s Jefter, and who was 
as remarkably diftinguifhed by a cap and 
bells, as his royal mafter was diftinguifh- 
ed by a diadem and robes. This animal, 
like Junius Brutus, frequently affumed 
the face and behaviour of folly, to an- 
{wer his own particular views and ad« 
vantages. His bluntnefs and fimplicity 
* See Vol, VIII. page 419. 
: recom- 
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recommended him in thofe places, where 
truths; if fpoken by aman of fenfe, were 
difagreeable and dangerous. If he had 
not the honour, like Brurvs, to fave 


his country, at leaft he had the happinefs | 


to feeure himfelf: and his expreffions 
were often fo full of humour and far- 
cafm, that, to this day, they are re- 
corded as pieces of wit. Such was the 
famous reply of Arcuy to King James 
the firft, when his Majefty, amidft all 
his wifdom, was fufficiently infpired 
with folly, to fend his only fon into 
Spain. But, fools at prefent are no 
longer admired in courts, or, if they 
are, they appear there without their 
cap and bells. 

And now, my dear Hamitton, to 
quit reflexions, that tend in general 
rather to terrify, than to improve your 
underftanding, let me obferve, in ho- 
nour of my friend Swirt, that his 
eftablifhment of an hofpital for idiots 
and lunatics, is reniarkably generous : 
as 
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as the unhappy perfons,, who receive 
the benefit, muft; for ever,.remain in- 
fenfible of their benefactor,- 


I am your affectionate Father, — 


ORRERY. 


BROPPOSSHIS SSSI GHIPSGGS IS POSHIDS 


LET TER XXII 


HE Direttions to Servants, which 

is the tract immediately following 
Swirr’s Will, is imperfect and unfinifh- 
ed. ‘The editor tells us, that a preface 
and a dedication were to have been added 
t6 it’ 1 think it was not publifhed till 
after the Dean’s death ; but I remember 
the manufcript handed about, and much 
applauded in his life time. To fay the 
moft that can be offered in its favour; 
the tra€t is written in fo facetious a kind 
of low humour, that it muft pleafe ma- 
ny 
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ny readers: nor is it without fome de- 
gree of merit, by pointing out with an 
amazing exactnefs (and what in a lefs 
trivial cafe muft have been called judge- 
ment) the faults, blunders, tricks, lyes, 
and various knaveries of domeftic fer- 
vants. How much time mutft have been 
employed in putting together fuch a 
work?» What an intenfenefs of thought 
mu{t have beén beftowed upon the low- 
eft, and moft flavifh fcenes of life? It is 
one of thofe compofitions, that the ut- 
moft ftrength of wit can fearce fuftain 
from finking. A man of SwiFrT’s ex- 
alted genius ought conftantly to have 
foared into higher regions. He ought 
to have looked upon perfons of inferior 
abilities as children whom nature had 
appointed him to inftruct, encourage, and 
improve. Superior talents feem to have 
been intended by Providence as public 
benefits, and the perfon, who poffeffes 
fuch bleffings, is certainly anfwerable to 


heaven for thofe endowments, which he 
enjoys 
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284 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 
enjoys above the reft of mankind. _ Let 


him jeft with dignity, and let him be 
ironical upon ufeful fubjects : leaving 
poor flaves to heat their porridge, or drink 
their fmall beer in fach veffels as they fhall 
find proper*.. The Dean, it feems, had 
not this way of thinking: and having 
long indulged his paffions, at laft per- 
haps miftook them for his duty. The 
miftake, my dear HamILTon, is nei- 
ther extraordinary nor furprifing. In 
points of religion it has carried men into 
great extravagancies; in thofe of mora- 
lity, into no lefs; but in politics, into 
the greateft of all. Our inclinations are 
fo apt to hurry us into. inconfiderate ac- 
tions, that we are afterwards inclined to 


flatter ourfelves they are right, only be- 
caufe they have proceeded from our own 
thoughts and directions. ‘Thus SwiFT, 
when he had once eftablifhed the rule of 
Vive la bagatelle, was refolved to purfue 
it at all hazards. I with his thoughts 

2 See Vol. VIII, page 8. a 


had 
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had taken another turn. The lower 
clafles of mankind, pafs on unnoticed, 
the great, only are cenfured. They ought 
to be particularly attentive to every ftep 
they take. The Dean of St. Parrick’s 
fhould have known himfelf, as Rex idem 
hominum Phebique facerdos, and fhould 
have remembered, that kings and priefts 
are extremely liable to be cenfured. Poor 
Swirt! why did he fink below himfelf 
before he was deprived of reafon? For- 
give him that error, my Hamitrton, 
and draw a veil of oblivion over certain 
excrefcencies of wit and humour, you 
will then admire him, as an honour to 
the public, and a fcourge to all the 
knaves and fools of his time. 

Three pamphlets, relating to Ire/and, 
fucceffively follow the Direétion to fer- 
vants. The firft 1s entitled, Rea/ons humbly 
offered to the Parliament of Ireland, for re- 
pealing the Sacramental Te/t in favour of the 
Catholics: The fecond, Some Reafons againft 
the Bill for fettling the Tythe of Hemp, Flax, 
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286 REMARKS. ON THE LIFE 
&e. by a Modus: The third, Some farther 
Reajfins againft the bill for fettling the Tytheof 
Hemp, Flax, €c. The fubject matter of thefe 
pamphlets may perhaps be little worth 
your confideration, but their ftyle will 
always command your attention. ‘They 
are very much mifplaced, and, in any 
more methodical edition of the Dean's 
works, ought to appear with fuch other 
pieces as have been, compofed by him 
again{t the diflenters. The firft tract is 
written under the aflumed character of a 
Roman’ catholic, by which means the 
author attacks’ his adverfaries. with a 
great advantage. He freely acknow- 
ledges the feveral atrocious ‘crimes of 
the papifts, but at the fame time palliates 
them fo fkilfully, that, from that very 
acknowledgment, he enables himfelf to 
aim the heavier blows at the prefbyte- 
rians. A paragraph extraéted from the 
pamphlet will exemplify my meaning. 
« We allow, fays he, the CATHOLICS 70 
« Je BRETHREN of the Diffenters; fome 


‘¢ people, 
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people, anieed, (which we cannot allow) 
would have them to be our children, be. 
caufe we both difent from the church offa- 
blifbed, and both agree in abolifoing this 
perfecuting facramental tet; by which 
NEGATIVE DISCOURAGEMENT Wwe are 
both rendered incapable of civil and mili- 
However, we cannot 
but wonder at the bold familiarity of thefe 
Jchifmatics, in calling the members of the 
national church their BRETHREN and 
FELLOW PROTESTANTS, © It 7s true, 
that all thefe fects (except the caTuo- 
LIcs) are BRETHREN fo each other in 
Jathon, ignorance, iniquity, perverfenefs, 
pride, and (if we except the QUAKERS) 
in rebellion, But, how the churchmen can 
be fiyled their FELLOW PROTESTANTS, 
we cannot comprehend,’ Becaufe, when 
the whole BaBxx of fectaries joined againft 
the Church, the King, and the Nobility 
jor twenty years, in a MATCH AT 
FOOT BALL ; where the proverb exprefly 
tells us, that ALL ARE FELLOWS; while 
the three kingdoms were toffed-to and fro, 
the churches and cities, and royal palaces 
Joattered to pieces by their BALL Ss, their 
BUFFETS, and their Kicks; the victors 
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288 REMARKS ON THE LIFE © 

<¢ ayould allow:no more FELLOWS AT FOOT+ 
‘“ pati: but murdered, fequeftered, plum 
« dered, deprived, banifhed to, the plantatt- 
<< ons, or enflaved all their oppofers who bad 
© post THE GAME.” The greateft art, 


and the keeneft ftrokes of irony difplay 
themfelves throughout the whole com- 
pofition: and the conclufion of it is 
drawn up with a mixture of ferious and 
ironical arguments that feem to defy all 
kinds of refutation. 

The two next pamphlets for /ettling the 
Tythe of Hemp, Cc. by a Modus are entirely 
adapted to the clergy of Ireland, but I can- 
not avoid obferving in thofe papers, a 
greater fund of calmnefs, not a lefs de- 
eree of fpirit, than in many other of 
Swirt’s political writings. 

The remainder of this volume is like 
a garden over-run with docks, and thif- 
tles, among which fome rofe-trees acci- 
dentally make their appearance. The 
{cythe of time, or the weeding knife of 
a judicious editor, will cut down the 


docks and thiftles, but the beauty of the 


rofes 


~ 
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rofes will particularly appear in fome 
fermons. that are curious; and curious 
for fuch reafons, as would make other 
works defpicable. They were written 
in a carelefs, hurrying manner, and 
were the offspring of necefiity, not of 
choice: fo that you will fee the original 
force of his genius more in thefe compo: 
fitions, that were the legitimate fons of 
duty, than in other pieces that were the 
natural fons of love. They were heldin fuch 
low efteem in hisown thoughts, that fome 
years before he died, he gave away the 
whole collection to Dr. SHERIDAN, withthe 
utmoft indifference: ‘‘ Here, fays he, are 
“© a bundle of my old fermtons; you may have 
« them if you pleafe: they may be of ufe to 
“< you, they bave never been of any to me.” 
The parcel given to Dr. SHERIDAN con~ 
fifted, as I have heard, of about five and 
thirty fermons. Three or four only are 
publifhed; and thofe I have read over’ 
with attention, The firft is upon Mutual 
Suljechion, and that duty which is owing 
U from 
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290 . REMARKS ON THE LIFE. - 
from one man to another. A clearer 
ftyle, or a difcourfe more properly adapt- 
ed to a public audience, can fcarce be 
framed. Every paragraph is fimple, ner- 
vous, and intelligible. The threads of 
each argument are clofely connected, and 
logically purfued: but in places where 
the Dean has the leaft opportunity to in- 
troduce political maxims, or to dart an 
arrow at the conduct of princes, ‘he ne- 
ver fails to indulge himfelf in his ufual 
manner of thinking, as you will judge 
from the following quotations, * 4 wife 
“ man, fays Dr. Swirt, who doth not af- 
« fit with his counfels; a great man with 
& bis protection; a rich man with bis bounty 
“< and charity; and a poor man with his la- 
“© dour; are perfect nufances in a common- 
°° ayeaith. Neither is any condition of life more 
«© honourable in the fight of Gop than an- 
« other ; otherwife he would be a refpetter 
“of perfons, which he affureth us he 1s not 
<< For he hath propofed the fame Jalvation to 
<< gil men, and hath only placed them in dif- 
° ferent ways or frations to work at out, 
‘© Princes are born with no more advantages 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 29% 
of ftrength or wifdom than other men; 
“< and, by an unhappy education, are ufually 
‘* more defective in both than thoufands of 
“* their fubjects?,.” Again, in the fame 
ftrain, “‘ The beft prince is, in the opinion 
“< of wife men, only the greatef fervant of 
“* the nation; not only a fervant to the pub- 
“lic in general, but in fome fort to every 
“man init>.’ But the moft extraordi- 
nary paflage is a covert ftroke at the high- 
eft order of his brethren the clergy. It runs 
thus, “ Lhe miferies of life are not properly 
owing to the unequal diftribution of things ; 
*< butGop Almighty, the great King of hea- 
“* ven, 15 treated like the kings of the earth; 
“who, (although perhaps intending well 
“¢ ‘themfelves,) have often mof? abominable 
“ minifters and fewards, and thofe generally 
“* the vileft, to whom they entruj? the moft 
© falents*. Dark as it is, this paragraph 
requires no explanation. The author’s 
natural turn of mind breaks forth upon 
all occafions, and the politician frequent- 
ly outweighs the divine. — If the dictates 
of fuch a fpirit were capable of forcing 
their way from the pulpit, what a glori- 
Pape 215. © Page 218. 
U 2 ous, 


a Page 211. 
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292 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 
ous, what a confiftent figure, “muft 
SwirtT have made in the roftrum at 
Rome, or in one of the porticos at 


Atkens ? 

The next moral eflay, for I can {carce 
call it a fermon, is upon the Te/fimony of 
Confeience: in which the author inferts 
fome very ftriking obfervations upon fuch 
falfe notions of honour as are too pre- 
valent in the world. I am fo far from 
thinking ita trouble, that I think it a 
pleafure to tranfcribe the particular paf- 
fage: “* The falfe principle, which fome men 
“fet up in the place of confctence to be their 
° director in life, is what thofe who pretend 
© to it, call HONOUR. This word ts often 
‘ made the fanétion of an oath ; it 4s reck- 
‘ oned a great commendation to be a man of 
‘ RriGé honour ; and it is commonly under- 
‘ food, that a man of honour can never be 
© guilty of a bafe action, This is ufually 
«© the ftyle of military men; of perfons with 
“© zitles ; and of others who pretend to birth 
“© and quality. It 13 true indeed, that in 
<< antient times it was univerfally underfiood, 
‘© that honour was the reward of virtue; 
© but 
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it muft be allowed, there are very few fuch 
things as bafe actions in nature, No man 
of honour, as that word is ufually under- 
Stood, did ever pretend, that bis honour 
obliged him to be chafle or temperate ; to 
pay bis creditors, to be ufeful to his coun- 
try; to do good to mankind ; to endeavour 
to be wife or learned; to regard his word, 
his promife, or kis oath; or if be hath 
any of thefe virtues, they were never 
learned in the catechifm of honour ; which 
contains but two precepts, the punctual 
payment of debts contraéted at play, and 
the right under ftanding the feveral degrees 
of an affront, in order to revenge it by the 
death of an adverfary*.” 

The third difcourfe upon Lhe Trinity is 


indeed a fermon, and one of the beft in 
its kind, Dr. Swirt feems not to have 
made fuch a plan his voluntary choice, 
nor to have built, /vo ex motu, upon fuch 
a bafis *, but he has compleated the fu- 


* Page 228. | 
> In the beginning of his fermon, he lets us know, 


that he preached it on Trinity Sunday, a day on which 
all the clergy think themfelves confined to this theme. 


U3 perftructure 


but if fuch honour. as.is now-a-days going _ 
“© qi] not permit a man.to do a bale action, 
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perftructure in a moft mafterly manner ; 
the materials anfwer the dignity ‘of the 
edifice, and the artificer may afiume great 
honour, upon the completion of fo no- 
ble, fo fimple, and fo ufeful a piles ‘The 
myfterious parts of our religion, ‘are 
apt to have dreadful effects upon weak 
minds. The general comments upon 
the facred writings, and the feveral fer- 
mons upon the moft abftrufe points of 
{eripture are too often compofed in the 
gloomy ftyle. Damnation, eternal dam- 
nation, is placed with all its horror be- 
fore our eyes; and. we are fo terrified 
at the profpect, that fear makes us ima- 
gine, we can comprehend myfteries, 
which, on this fide of the grave, muft 
be for ever denied to our limited un- 
derftandings, Swirr has taken the 
fafeft, and the propereft method of ex- 
pounding thefe arcana. He advances 
every pofition that can be eftablifhed 
upon fo incomprehenfible a fubject, He 
fuftains the belief, avows the doétrine, 
and 
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and adapts the matter of faith as well as 
poffibleto the human. capacity. His 
manner of reafoning is mafterly, and 
his arguments are nervous, particularly” 
where he fays, “ If is highly probabie. 
“ that if Gop fhould pleafe to reveal unto 
“ous this great myftery of the Trinity, or. 
« Jome other myfteries im our holy religion, 
“aye fhould not be able to underfiand them,. 
“< unlefs he would at the fame time 
«think fit to befow on us fome new 
“ powers or faculties of the mind, which 
<< qwe want at prefent, and are referved 
<< till the day of refurrection to hfe 
“« eternal.” But, my Ham, you muft 
bé weary of quotations. I will make 
no more: and in excufe of thofe al- 
ready made, I can only offer, that 
in| comments upon original authors, 
quotations are often the beft, and 
perhaps the only explanations that 
can fully anfwer the end propofed.. I 
mean. that: the original fpirit. is fo vola- 
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tile, as not to admit of. the leaft.tranf. 
fafion, In ordinary. compofitions; the 
effence may be extracted, and .the fub- 
tileft parts diftilled: But Swirn’s fers. 
mons, appeared a chymical preparation 
of fo extraordinary, and penetrating a 
nature, that I was refolved to fend you 
as much of the ethereal fpirit, as might 
be fafely conveyed by the poft. 

I fhall take no notice of a fourth 
fermon, as it is evidently not compofed 
by the Dean*: but I find, that I. have 
omitted to. mention two poems of great 
wit and humour, ‘They are previous to 
the fermons, The firft > was.artfully 
publifhed by Dr. Swirr in a manner fo 
different from thofe rules of poetry to 
which he confined himfelf, that he hoped 
the public might miftake it for a fpuri- 
ous, of uncorrect copy ftolen by me- 
mory from his original poem. He took 
great pleafure jn this fuppofition ; and 


a The difficulty of knowing one’s felf, p. 265. 
> The Life and Genuine Character of the Reverend 
Dr. Swift. 
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I believe it anfwered ' his expectation.: 
One of his ftricteft rules'in poetry: was" 


to avoid: triplets: ° What can have given 


rife to fo nice a peculiarity is° difficult to’ 


determine. It might be owing only to 


a fingular turn of thinking; but the 
reafon which he publicly affigned feemed~ 


not fo much againft the practice itfelf, 
as again{t the poets who indulged them- 
felves in that manner of writing <<“ A 
“« cuftom (according to the Dean’s opi- 
nion) ‘ introduced by lazinefs, conti- 
“© nued by ignorance, and eftablifhed 
“ ‘by falfe tafte.’ With deference to 
fo great a critic, it is a cuftom, that 
has frequently been purfued with re- 
markable fuccefs, Mr. DrypEn abounds 


in triplets; and in fome of his moft 


elegant poems, the third concluding 
verfe forms the fineft climax in the whole 
piece.” Mr. Watuer, the father of all 
flowing poetry, has generally referved 
the niceft point of wit to his triplicate 


line: and upon an impartial enquiry, It: 


is almoft to be queftioned, whether, in 
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298 “REMARKS ON THE LIFE. 
many inftances,  this..defpicable triplet’ 
may not add a greater beauty to a poeti~' 
cal compofition, than any other circum=- 
ftance.. Tobe confined, on,any terms, 
by the links of rhyme, is of great difad-: 
vantage. to our Englifh poetry. Thefinett, 
poem that we can boaft, and which we 
equalize, and perhaps would. willingly 
prefer to the Iliad, is void of thofe fet-: 
ters. But, when it is our deftiny: to wear 
chains, furely we may be: allowed. to’ 
makethemas light, and eafy as we can. 

.. The fecond poem *; entitled, Ver/es. on 
the Death of Dr. Swirt,. occafioned. by 
reading, a Maxim in RocHEFOUCAULT, 1s 
a moft pointed piece of farcafm. Not 
any of the Dean’s poems have more wit; 
nor are any of them more fevere. In it 
he has fummoned together his whole 
powers of fatyr and poetry.: It is.a part~ 
ing blow; the legacy of .anger . and 
difappointment ; but as the two laft 
lines > are grammatically incorrect, and 


a Page 151. 
» That kingdom he hath left bis debtor, 
I. wifh it foon may-have a better. 
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as they were not inferted in the firft edi- 
_tion publifhed at London, I cannot tell 
how they have crept into a poem, that is 
otherwife as exactly polifhed as any of 
SwiFT’s niceft compofitions. 

The remaining pieces in this volume 
are neither worthy of Swirt’s pen, nor 
of your perufal. Many of them are fpu- 
rious, and many more. are trifling, and 
in’ every refpeét improper for the pubs 
lic. view: fo, that what was once ludi- 
croufly faid upon a different occafion, 
may be applied not only to the laft vo- 
lume, but, indeed to fome of the for+ 
mer, as ‘they put us in mind of the 
‘¢ famous. machine in WuNsTANLEY’s 
** water. works, where,».out of © the 
‘“« fame vefiel, the fpectators were pre- 
** fented with ' tea, coffee, chocolate, 
** champaigne, and four {mall beer.” 


I am, my dear Son, 
Your truly affectionate Father, 


ORR ERY. 
LE T- 
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SEORORORONORE MME OEOROROROORORS 


LETTER Sen 
\ E have now gone through FautK- 


NER’s edition of SwiFT’s works, 
but there are {till remaining three of his 
pieces, The Tale of a Tub, The Battle of 
the Books in St. famess Library, and The 
Fragment, which although not abfolutely 
owned by the Dean, aut pe unt aut 
Diabolt. 

The firft of thefe, The Tale ofa Tub, 
has made much noife in the world. It 
was one of Swirt’s earlieft performances, 
and has'never been excelled in wit and 
fpirit by his own, or any other pen, ‘The 
cenfures that have pafled upon it, are va- 
rious. The moft material of which were 
fuch as reflected upon Dr. Swirr, in 
the character of a clergyman, anda 
Chriftian. It has been one of the mif- 
fortunes attending Chriftianity, that ma- 
ny of her fons, from a miftaken ‘filial 


piety, 
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piety, have indulged themfelves in too 
reftrained, and too melancholy a way of 
thinking. Can we wonder then, if a 
book compofed with all the force of wit 
and humour in derifion. of facerdotal ty- 
ranny, in ridicule of grave hypocrify, 
and in contempt of flegmatic ftiffnefs, 
fhould be wilfully mifconftrued by fome 
perfons, and ignorantly muiftaken by 
others, as a farcafm and reflexion upon 
the whole \Chriftian Church? Swirr’s 
ungovernable {pirit of irony, has fome- 
times.carried him into. very unwarrant- 
able flights» of wit. I have remarked 
fuch paflages with a moft unwilling eye. 
But, let my affections of friendfhip have 
been ever fo great, my paternal affection 
is {till greater: and I will purfue can- 
dour, even with an aching heart, when 
the purfuit of it may tend to your ad- 
vantage or inftruction. In the ftyle° of 
truth therefore, I muft ftill look upon 
The Tale of a Tub, as no intended infult 
againft Chriftianity, but asa fatyr againft 
the 
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the wild errors of the church of ‘Rome, 
the flow and incompleat reformation ‘of 
the Lutherans, and the abfurd, and af- 
feéted zeal of the prefbyterians. “In the 
character of PeTEer, we fee the pope, 
feated on his pontifical throne, ‘and 
adorned with his triple crown. In the 
picture of Martin, we view LUTHER 
and the firft reformers: and in the re- 
prefentation of Jack, we behold Joun 
Catvin and his difciples. The author’s 
arrows are chiefly directed againft Pr- 
rer, and Jacx. To Martin, he 
fhews all the indulgence that the laws of 
allegory will permit. 

The actions of Peter are the actions 
of a man intoxicated with pride, power, 
rage, tyranny, and felf-conceit. ‘Thefe 
paffions are placed in the moft ridicu- 
lous light: and the effects of them pro- 
duce to us the tenets and doétrines of 
papal Rome, fuch as purgatory, penance, 
images, indulgences, auricular confefli- 


on, tranfubftantiation, and thofe dread- 
ful 








AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT, 303 
ful monfters, the pontifical bulls, which, 
. according to this ludicrous author, de- 


rived their original from the famous 
bulls of Cuyoxcos, defcribed by Ovip. 


Terribiles vultus, prafixaque cornua ferro ; 
Pulvereumque folum pede pulfavere bifilco ; 


Fumifict/que locum mugitibus implevere *. 


** But Lorp PETER’s BULLS, fays The 
Tale of a Tub, “ were extremely vitiated by 
“« time in the metal of their feet, which from 
‘€ BRASS was now degenerated into common 
“ LEAD. However the terrible roaring pe- 
“* culiar to their lineage was preferved, as 
‘ lkewife that faculty of BREATHING out 
*< fire at their noftrils.” Thefe paflages, 
and many others, no doubt, muft be 
conftrued as antichriftian, by the church 
of Rome. When the chief minifter and 
his minions are expofed, the keener the 
fatyr, the more liable is it to be inter- 
preted into high treafon againft the King. 

4 Ovip Metam. Lib. VIL. y. 112. 
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In the character of Jack a fet of peo- 
ple were alarmed, who are eafily offend- 
ed, and who can {carce bear the chear- 
fulnefs of ‘a fmile. In their dictionary, 
wit is only another name for wickednefs: 
and the purer, or more excellent the wit, 
the greater, and more impious the ade- 
mination. However wide therefore the 
difference of Perrr and Jack might 
have been in fafhioning their coats, the 
two brothers moft fincerely agreed in 
their hatred of an adverfary fo powerful 
as this anonymous author. They fpared 
no unmannerly reflexions upon his cha- 
raéter. They had recourfe to every kind 
of abufe that could reach him. And 
fometimes, it was the work of Swirt 
and his companions: fometimes not a 
fyllable of it was his work, it was the 
work of one of his uncle’s fons, a clergy- 
man: and fometimes it was the work of 
a perfon, who was to be namelefs. Each 
of thefe malicious conjectures reigned in 
its turn, and you will find, my Hamit- 
TON, 
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TON,, that bold affertions, however falfe, 
_almoft conftantly meet with fuccefs; a 
kind of triumph that would appear one 


of the fevereft inftitutes of fate, if time, 


and truth, did not foon obliterate all 
marks of the victory. 

_ The critifms of the Martinifts, (whom 
we may fuppofe the members of the 
church of England) were, it is to be 
hoped, more candid: for Martin, as 
I have juft now hinted, 1s treated with a 
much lefs degree of farcafm than the 
other two brothers. What relates to 
him, is fo fhort, that I will venture to 
tranfcribe it. ‘‘ They doth [LuTHER and 
Carvin] “ unanimoufly entered upon this 
“| great work [THe REFoRMATIoN] 


** looking fometimes on their coats, and fome- 
“* times on the WILL. Martin laid the 
“< firft hand; at one twitch brought of a 
* large handful of Points; and with 
‘<a fecond pull, fiript away ten dozen 
‘*' yards of FRINGE. But when he. had 
** gone thus far, he demurred a while: he 
“< knew very well, there yet remained a 
<° great 
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“© great deal more to be done: however. the 
‘© firft heat being over, his violence began to 
“ coo], and be refolved to proceed more mo- 
‘ derately in the reft of the work; having 
‘ already very narrowly fcaped a fwinging 
« rent in pulling off the POINTS, which be- 
“< ing TAGGED WITH SILVER (as we have 
‘ obferved before) the judicious workman 
‘ had, with much fagacity, double fown to 
“< preferve them from FALLING. Refolv- 
‘“< ing therefore to rid bis coat of a huge 
“© quantity of GOLD LACE, he picked up 
“ the ftitches with much caution, and dih- 
« gently gleaned out all the loofe threads as 
“S he went, which proved to be a work of 
‘© time, Then be fell about the embroidered 
‘© INDIAN figures of men, women and chile 
“« dren; againft which as you have beard 
«< in its due place, their father’s teflament 
© qas extremely exatt and fevere.  Thefe, 
<< with much dexterity and application, were, 
“ after a while, quite eradicated, or ut- 
“© terly defaced, For the reff, where be ob- 
« ferved the embroidery to be worked fo clofe, 
‘¢ as not to be got away, without damaging 
*¢ the cloth, or where it ferved to hide or 
‘" ftrengthen any flaw tn the body of the coat, 
“* contracted by the perpetual tampering of 
“© quorkmen 
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““ workmen upon it; be concluded, the wife/t 
“< courfe was to let it remain, refolving in 
“no cafe whatfoever, that the fubjtance of 
“the fluff foould fuffer injury, which he 
“* thought the beft method for ferving the 
“© true intent and meaning of bis father’s 
WiLL. dnd this is the nearef account I 
‘* ‘have been able to collet of Martin’s 
proceedings upon this great revolution,” 


€¢ 


The church of England can {carce be 
angry at fuch a favourable account of 
Lutuer: efpecially as we have fince re+ 
formed from Luruer himfelf, and fo 
far, as our judgements can teach us, Have 
reftored our adits {till nearer to the ori- 
ginal fafhion, which they bore at the 
perfection of the Tefament. The beft, 
and what is more extraordinary, the 
moft ferious apology, that can be made 
for the author was written by himfelf, 
and is dated Fune 3, 1709, from which 
time, it has been conftantly printed in 
a prefatory manner to the work itflf. 
In this apology, Dr. Swirt candidly ac- 
knowledges, that ‘“* There are feveral 

X 2 “* south- 
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sc youthful fallies, which, from the grave 
«and the wif, may deferve a rebuke.’ And 
farther adds, that “ He will forfeit his 
« dife, if any one opinion can fairly be de- 
<< duced from the book, which is contrary to 
“religion or morality.” 
The dedication to Prince Poferity will 
pleafe you: nor will you be lefs enter- 
tained by the feveral digrefions which are 
written in ridicule of bad. critics, dull 
commentators, and the whole fraternity 
of Grub-ftreet philofophers.. Tbe Intro- 
dufion abounds with wit, and humour : 
but the author never lofes the leaft op- 
portunity of venting his keeneft fatyr 
againft Mr. Drypen, and confequently 
loads with infults the greateft, although 
the leaft profperous, of our Englifh po- 
ets. Yet who can avoid fmiling, when 
he finds the Hind and Panther mentioned 
as a compleat abjtract of fixteen thoufand 
feboolmen, and when Tommy PoTs is fup- 
pofed written by the fame band, as 4 


fupplement to the former work? Lam will- 
ing 
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ing to imagine, that DryDen, in fome, 
manner or other, had offended my friend 
Dr. Swirt, who, otherwife, I hope, 
would have been more indulgent to the 
errors of a man, opprefied by poverty, 
driven on by party, and bewildered by 
religion. 

But although our fatirical author, now 
and then, may have indulged himfelf in 
fome perfonal animofities, or may have 
taken freedoms not fo. perfectly confift- 
ent with that folemn decency, which 1s 
required from a clergyman, yet through- 
out the whole piece, there is a vein of 
ridicule and good humour, that laughs 
pedantry and affectation into the lowelt 
degree of contempt, and expofes the 
character of Perer and Jack in fuch a 
manner, as never will be forgiven, and 
never can be anfwered. | 

The Battle of the Books took its. rife 
from the controverfy between Sir Wi1- 
LIAM TempLe and Mr. WoorTon:, a 
controverfy which made much_ noife, 
me 3 and 
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and employed many ‘pens towards: the 
latter end of the laft century. This hu- 
morous. treatife is drawn up invan’he- 
roic comic ftyle, in which Swirr, with 
creat wit and fpirit, gives the viétory to 
the former, The general plan 1s excels 
lent, but particular parts are defective: 
The frequent chafms puzzle and inter- 
rupt the narrative: they neither convey 
any latent ideas, nor point out any di- 
{tant or occult farcafms. © Some charac- 
ters are barely touched upon, which 
might have been extended, others: are 
enlarged, which might have been: con+ 
tracted. ‘The name of Horace is {carce 
inferted, and Virert-is introduced only 
for an opportunity of comparing his 
tranflator DRYDEN, to the Lady.in a Lob- 
fier: to a Moufe under a Canopy of State; 
and to a fbrivelled beau within the Pentboufe 
of a full bottomed Perriwig. 'Thefe fi- 
miles carry the true ftamp of ridicule; 
but, rancour muft be-very prevalent 1n 
the heart of an author, who couldoverlook 
the 
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the merits of DrypEN; many of whofe 
dedications and prefaces are as fine com- 
pofitions, and as juft pieces of criticifm 
as any inour language. The tranflation 
of VirGit was a work of hafte and in- 
digence: Drypren was equal to the un- 
dertaking, but unfortunate during the 
conduét of it. 

And now as I have mentioned V1r- 
Git, and as I indulge myfelf in an un- 
limited manner of exprefling to you my 
thoughts, let me purfue that kind of 
freedom by inferting a conjecture, which, 
perhaps, is purely chimerical, but which, 
in the purfuit of it, has given me no 
{mall degree of pleafure, as the motive 
tends to vindicate one of your favourite 
poets from the cenfure of ingratitude. 

The critics have been juftly furprized, 
that Vircr feems entirely to have neg- 
le€ted Horace, when it is evident, that 
Horace takes frequent occafions of ex- 
prefling the greateft tendernefs, efteem, 
and gratitude for Vircit. They have 

X 4 endea- 
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endeavoured to account for this neglect, 
by fuppofing, that fome of ViRGIL’s po- 
ems have been loft;  otherwife, who 
could. imagine, that the author of: the 
fEneid fhould have paffed over in filence 


the name of fo excellent, and fo eftima- 


ble a friend?) Inthe Greek and Roman 
writers it is not to be doubted, that there 
are many expreffions, which, at the time 
when written, were evident. marks* to 
diftinguifh particular characters. Thele, 
by the courfe of years, are now rendered 
doubtful and obfcure. | Horacr’s Glycou 
was always taken for a gladiator, till at 
the bottom of the ftatue of the Hercures 
Farnese an old infcription was difco- 
vered, that fhews it was fo called from 
the name of the famous fculptor who 
made it. Many paflages in Mr. Popz’s 
poems, which are now eafily explained, 
may, in a few centuries, become entirely 
unintelligible, and (excufe the improba- 
bility of the circumftance) when it is 
no longer remembered that he lived at 
Twitnam, 
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Twitnam, he will no longer be known 
for the Swan of Thames. 

Vircit, in his Eclogues, celebrates 
Pottio, Varo and Gatuus, and he 
dedicates his Georgics to Mecanas: 
but in the Atneid, he could not intro- 
duce any of his cotemporaries, except 
by feigned names: and even then, the 
connection of the fable muft be pre- 
ferved, and fome poetical differences 
muft be allowed. Such a conduct has 
induced fome of the commentators to 
affix various names to particular cha- 
racters in the Aeneid. They have men- 
tioned Marius, Pompry, Curio, and 
others, but their hints, and {fketches 
have been imperfeét, and written at 
random, 

Bifhop ATTERBURY is more explicit. 
That learned prelate, in all the elegance, 
and delicacy .of criticifm,  illuftrates the 
paffage relating to Iapis, and fixes to 
it, the name and character of ANTONIUS 
Musa, an eminent phyfician, and po- 
lite 
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lite {cholar at Rome. The Barry’ of 
his day. 

From thefe attempts, I have been en- 
couraged to fearch for the character, of 
Horace, and inftead of an imperfect 
picture, I hope, I fhall be able to point 
out a very remarkable likenefs in the fol- 


lowing lines. 


Et amicum Cretea mufis 
Cretea mufarum comitem, cui carmina femper 
Et cithare cordi, numerofque intendere nervts 
Semper equos atque arma virtin, pugnalque canebat. 


An ode in Horace, which appears, 
by ‘the mention of TiripaTes, to have 
been written at the fame time with the 
feventh book of Vireit, bears a very 
ftriking refemblance to fome part of this 
quotation. You remember 


Mufis amicus triftitiam et metus 
Tradam protervis in mare Creticum 
Portare ventis. 


4 Dr. Epwarp Barry of Dublin. 


The 
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The Mujfis amicus was, in all probabi- 
lity, a fynonymous name of Horace, 
by which he was then diftinguifhed and 
perfectly well known at Rome. Such an 
appellation might be given to him from 
this gay and {pirited ode. He begins it, 
by delivering at once all his cares and 
fears to be buried in the Cretan fea. Tr1- 
BULLUS and ANnacrEon have the fame 
general fentiment ; but Horace chufes 
this particular part of the ocean for the 
eternal grave of all his cares. A cir- 
cumftance which might occafion VirGIL 
to give him the name of CretTras: and 
I dare fay, Ham, you will agree with 
me in obferving, that Vrrerr repeats 


that name with a certain tendernefs and ~ 


efteem, as if he was unwilling to quit the 
fabject, and as if he could with to dwell 
longer in the defcription of fo excellent 
a genius, and fo remarkable a poet. 

But the line, 


Et cithare cordi numerofque intendere nervis, 


feems 
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feems directly to point out Horace, 
and to celebrate him for his lyric per- 
formances. Monsteur DacierR, in the 
preface to his Horace, gives an hiftory 
of the progrefs and decay of lyric poe- 
try. He obferves, that from the foun- 
dation of Rome to the reign of AucusTus 
Casar (a fpace of above feven hundred 
years) not one lyric poet had appeared. 
Horace was the firft Roman, who, 
with a furprizing natural genius, having 
ftudied and acquired the beauty and 
ftrength of numbers, formed himfelt 
upon the Grecian plan, and became the 
beft Latin lyric poet of the Auguftan 
age. From whence, it almoft evidently 
appears, that this paflage can only be 
adapted to him. 

Thus far, without ftraining the ex- 
planation of thefe lines, I would willing- 
ly hope, that the features of Horace 
are difcernible. The laft verfe indeed 
does not feem to anfwer fo exaétly his 


poetical character. 


Semper 
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A 
Semper equos atque arma virtim pugnafque canebat. 


Let us try, if we cannot banith the ob- 
jection, and eftablifh a perfect confirm- 
ation of the refemblance. 

Several of the odes of Horace are 
remarkably fine in the warlike ftrain, 
particularly the ode to Aucusrus after 
the battle of Aéium, when the fenate 
had agreed to addrefs folemn hymns to 
the Emperor in the fame manner as to 
the celeftial deities.. The ode beginning 
Clo tonantem, and occafioned by the 
conqueft over the Britons and Perfians, 
is full of fire. But the addrefs to Asz- 
nius Potrio breaths war and flaughter 
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ftill in a more exalted ftrain. 


Fam nunc munact murmure cornuum 
Perftringis aures: jam lituc ftrepunt. 
“fam fulgor armorum fugaces 

Terret equos, equitumque vultus. 


MonsiEuR SANADON oObferves, that 


this ftanza, and the four which follow 
it, 











3i8 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 
it, are written with the greateft {pirit of 
lyric poetry. His expreflion is La force 
de Poefie lyrique neva point.au de la. 

It is very certain, that Horace was 
a perfect mafter of the poetical array of 
battle, the din of war, and the found of 
clarions: or in the words of ViReru, 
equos atque arma virtim pugnafque canebat. 
But, notwithftanding his powers in that 
ftyle, he feems conftantly defirous of de- 
clining any long poem, or laboured per- 
formance upon thofe fubjects. In his 
ode beginning Mortum ex Metello, he ad- 
vifes Astnrus Pottio to lay afide all in- 
tentions of writing a tragedy upon the 
civil wars, between ANTHony and Oc- 
ravius: and he fortifies this advice, by 
pointing out the danger of the theme. 
He tells PoLiio 


Periculfe plenum opus alec 
Traétas : et incedis per ignes 


Suppofitos cineri dolofo. 
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But, while he expatiates upon the dif- 
ficulty of the undertaking, he fhews him- 
felf fuperior to the labours that deter 
him, Asa poet, we may be affured he 
was equal to the tafk: as a politician, 
we may prefume, he avoided it. He was 
unwilling to remind his imperial mafter 
of a war, in which he had appeared in 
arms again{ft his prince: and in which, 
the character of Aucustus had not been 
diftinguifhed with the moft perfect degree 
of luftre. Yet, that fuch a kind of work 
was expected from him, may undoubt- 
edly be deduced from what he fays in 
one of his odes to Mecanas. 


Tuque pedeftribus 
Dices bifioris preha Ceafaris, 
Mecenas, MELIUS. 


Here you fee, Horace affigns to his 
patron Meczanas all the laurels that 
might accrue from a compleat poem up- 


on the wars of AuGusrus: and in an- 
other 
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other place, the poct, with more. mo- 
defty than juftice, fays, 


Cupidum, pater optime, Vires 
Defisiunt : neque enim quivts borrentia pilts 
Agmina, nec fratta pereuntes cufpide Gallas 
Aut labentis equo defcribat vulnera Partht. 


Thefe lines are in fuch a ftrain, as to 
demonftrate the powers of the Mufe, 
much lefs deficient than the will. It is 
very probable therefore, that, during the 
time, while the public expectations were 
raifed in hopes of feeing Horace under- 
take fome poem entirely formed upon 
the military plan, Vircit might have 
compofed that part of the Aineid from 
whence I have drawn my quotation, 
and might very juftly have given Ho- 
race the character of CRETEAS, not 
only in confequence of the odes already 
written, but under a kind of certainty, 
of feeing future and more perfect poems 


in the fame ftrain. 
I fub- 
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I-fubmit to your judgement, whether 
thefe furmifes are juft. I really’ think - 
they bear a great refemblance to truth. 
Pofitive affertions on fuch doubtful points, 
I leave to more eftablithed critics » and 
return from the civil wars in Italy, to the 
civil wars in St. Jamrs’s library... 

The two chief heroes among the mo» 
dern @fnerals, are Worron and Benr- 
vey. Their figures are difplayed in the 
moft difadvantageous attitudes. The 
former is. deferibed, <« full of fpleen, 
“* dulnefs, and ill manners.” The latter 
is reprefented, ‘‘ tall, without fhape or 
““ comelinefs : large, without ftrength or 
‘* proportion.” But, I will not. antici- 
pate your future pleafure in reading a 
performance that you will probably with 
longer, and more compleat. 

_ The Battle, which is maintained by 
the antients with great fuperiority of 
{trength, though not of numbers, ends 
with the demolition of Brnriey and 
his friend Worron by the lance of your 
ye . grand- 
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222 REMARKS ON THE LIFE* 
grandfathers» And here, ‘my fon, it'19 
not poflible for me to avoid taking notice 
of one:particular paflage ‘relating?to my 
father. ‘Bovis, fays the author, clad 
“ina fuit of armour, WHICH HAD BEEN 
“ GTVEN HIM BY ALL THE GODS, 
“advanced towards thé trembling foes who 
<< now fled before bim.” ¥ fthall not dif- 
pute ‘about the gift of the armour: but 
thus far I will venture ‘to obferve, that 
the gods never beftowed celeftial armour, 
except upon heroes, whofe courage, and 
fuperior | ftrength diftinguifhed them 
from the reft of mankind; whofe me- 
rits, and abilities were already confpicu- 
ous; and who could wield, though 
youfig;* the fword of Mars, and adorn 
it with all the virtues of Minerva: 
and let me affure you, my deareft Ha~ 
Mivton, that your grandfather fuftain- 
ed the character, which he had foearly 
acquired; ‘to the’ laft moment: of his 
life; and; on many occafions, ‘exerted 
his abilities in fuch a manner, ‘as’ evi-. 
; dently 
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dently «fhewed, that he wanted «neither 
armour, nor extraordinary affiftance, to 
add: to: his firft victory fuch fuperior or- 
naments, as will for ever be repofited 
among the brighteft trophies, in the 
temple of fame. 

But before I quit this fubject; give 
me leave to own how fenfibly I felt the 
force of an arrow directed. from his 
hand. ‘The wound, I believe, was not 
defigned to be lafting. It was given in 
a paffion, and upon an. extraordinary 
occafion: but afterwards he was fo de- 
firous to heal it, by a return of the 
greateft degree of. friendfhip and: affec- 
tion, that he had directed the remain- 
ing fear to be entirely erafed, when: his 
unexpected and too fudden death, pre- 
vented the completion of his kind inten- 
tions, and the perfection of my cure. 
With difficulty I furvived the fhock. As. 
it was not in my power to avoid the fe- 
vere decree, I obeyed: and, by my obe- 
dience, have flattered myfelf that I fub- 
¥2 mitted 
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394 ‘REMARKS ON: THE’ LIFE A, 
mitted to the will of -heaven.: » However; 
I have fince thought, that I-could not 
offer a more grateful:facrifice to his :ma- 
nes, thanby exerting -thofe. faculties, 
which he had, at firft, cultivated; with 
fo much care; and had deprefied,. at 
laft, perhaps only to raife them’ higher. 
Oh my fon! how often have I reflected 
upon the happinefs of Ainzas, in hear- 
ing the ghoft of Ancuuszs fay, 


Sic equidem ducebam animo rebarque futurum, 
Temporadinumerans: nec memea cura fefellit. 


-'The name of my honoured father has 
infenfibly drawn me into: this digreflion, 
which, to fpeak the truth, I look upon 
as due to his memory, to my own fen- 
timents, and to your filial tenderneds. 

The Fragment, or a Difcourfe concerning 
the mechanical operation of the Spirit, 1s a 
fatyr againft enthufiafm, and thofe af- 
feéted: infpirations,- which conftantly be- 
gin in folly, and very often end in. vice. 
In 
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In this treatife, the author has. revelled 
qn too'licentious a vein of farcafm: 
many. of his ideas are. naufeous,, fome 
are indecent, and others have an irre- 
ligious tendency: nor is the piece itfelf 
equal in wit and humour, either to The 
Tale of a Tub, or The Battle of the Books. 
I fhould conftantly chufe rather to praife, 
than to arraign any part of my friend 
Swirt’s writings: but in thofe tracts, 
where he tries to make. us uneafy with 
ourfelves, and unhappy in our, prefent 
exiftence, there, 1 muft yield him up en- 
tirely to cenfure. 


Lam, dar HAMILTON, 
Your moft affectionate Father, 


ORRERY. 
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LE) tk ee 
R. Swirt left behind him few’ ma- 
nuferipts. Not’one of any confeé- 

quence, except an account of the peace 
of Utrecht, which he called an Hiftory of 
the four laft years of Queen Ann. ‘The ti- 
tle of an hiftory is too pompous for fuch 
a performance. In the  hiftorical ftyle, 
it wants dignity, and candour: ‘but ‘as 
a pamphlet, it will appear the beft de- 
fence of Lord Oxrorp’s adminiftration: 
and the cleareft account of the treaty of 

Utrecht, that has hitherto been written. 

In fome of his leifure hours, he had 
begun an hiftory of England, and had 
purfued it through two or three reigns, 
from Wirtram the Conqueror. The 
contempt he conceived of our antient 
monarchs, made him foon lay the defign 
afide, His averfion to kings was in+ 
yineible. You will fay perhaps, this 
| averfion 













































AND: WRITINGS\OF Dre SWIFT. 327 
averfion’ was rooted in pride: pofli- 
bly ‘it might: but, in your ‘courfe of 
reading, you will find fo very few 
princes whofe merits and abilities entitle 
them even to a crown of rufhes,. that 
you will probably think no fmall degree 
of prudence neceflary to reconcile us toa 
maonarchical ftate. What has not. this 
nation fuffered from our former princes? 
Even from the beft of them? If we 
fpeak candidly of our. boafted ‘Queen 
ELIzABETu, fhe was, in many inftances, 
a tyrant: but fhe was a tyrant with 
fenfe and dignity. She knew the true in- 
tereft of the nation, and fhe purfued it; 
but fhe purfued it in an. arbitrary man- 
ner, She was fortunate in the time of 
reigning: for her character has been 
exalted by the want of merit in her fuc- 
ceffor, from whofe mifconduct gufhed 
forth that torrent of mifery, which not 
only bore down his fon, but overwhelm- 
ed the three kingdoms. If you afk what 


were the precious fruits of the reftora~ 
ns tion ? 
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tion? The anfwer,will be,. an exchange 
only from one confufion to.another : 
from jealoufies, between G2o% Monk. 
and Lampert, to jealoulies between: the 
dukes of York and Monmouth: a..perpe- 
tual rotation of falfe politics: a, king 
with, the beft natured difpofition imagin- * 
able, fuffering innocent blood to be fhed 
without remorfe. . Or, if you enquire, 
what was the effect of a lawful fovereign? 
A fhameful fubmiffion to a neighbouring 
kingdom, which, not. long before; had 
trembled at the frowns of an ufurper, 
Such was the fate of poor England! To 
thefe wretched times,. fucceeded the reliz 
gious fooleries, and the weak attempts 
of James the fecond, Then followed 
the revolution. But; I mut defcend no 
lower... Let us. therefore-turn our eyes 
from home, and take a momentary view 
of other nations, If:we look. towards 


antient Rome, and confider her firft fe- 


ven monarchs, how. wicked, or how in- 
fignificant were their characters? And, 


when 
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“when thé name of Monarch was changed 
into that of Emperor, what a tyrannical 
pack of Ca#sars pafs before our eyes? 
Many of them, the greateft montfters 
that human nature ever produced: yet 
thefe were lords, emperors, and kings 
of the world. If you read the Old Tefta- 
ment, and confult the Chronicles of the 
Kings of ‘fudab, you will find: them a 
fet of the proudeft, and the moft obfti- 
nate princes upon earth. Tell me then; 
my Hamriton, is not fuch a retrofpect 
enough to difguft us againft kings? 
Bad as itis, 1t muft not difguft an En- 
glifhman. “We ought ever to regard, 
honour, and preferve our original con- 
ftitution, ‘which of all regal ftates is the 
beft framed in the univerfe. The ba- 
lance of our government is hung indeed 
in the niceft manner imaginable: a fin- 
ele hair will turn it; but when it is held 
exactly even, there cannot be a finer fy- 
{tem under heaven: and I muft freely 
own to you, that I think our kings have 
been 






























SSE bes pi pF} 


PSev ISITE PRS Ewe pep ets’ 
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been often: lefs blameable than: their peor 
ple. . You remember the exclamation: of 
the Scotchman, upon feeing the flatteries 
paid to James. the firft at his acceflion,) 
< By my faul, mon, you feulifo folk will 
“oil a geud king.” The Scotchman 
was in the right: but we continued in 
our foolifh ways to James» and ‘his 
fucceffors. Our courtly adulations are 
always outragious, we know 'no bounds. 
The perfon flattered, muft be more than 
human, not to be fometimes blinded by 
fuch perpetual incenfe. Perhaps we bor- 
row this kind of fervility from the 
French, who, in. the -laft century, be- 
{towed the title of just upon Lewis the 
thirteenth, during whofe reign, fuch re- 
peated acts of cruelty, oppreffion, and 
injuftice, were perpetrated, as fcarce any 
other annals can produce. 

An additional excufe, that may be 
made for the errors of our Engli/h kings; 
isthe different treatment which they 
find at the beginning, from what they re- 
ceive 
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ceive at the latter end of their reigns. 
At the beginning, ‘all is {moothnefs, all 
is joy and felicity: but the fun-fhine 1s 
feldom of a very long duration: Clouds 
of jealoufy arife, and the whole: atmo- 
fphere is foon filled with noxious va- 
pours; fo that the remaining :chafm_ 1s 
filled up with heart-burnings, animofi- 
ties, and perfonal altercations between 
minifters : and they often arife to fuch 
a height, as even to moleft the King in 
his chair of ftate. Dehrant Achrut, plec- 
tuntur reges. Thefe are the unhappy 
effects that arife, as I have before ob- 
ferved, from the very nobleft caufe, the 
thirft of liberty. A free people are con- 
{tantly jealous of ‘their rights. A wife 
king will preferve to them thofe rights, 
and by fuch a maxim will eftablifh his 
own, But, the great misfortune of 
our former Englifh princes has been 
their indolent fubmiffion to the name; 
without the leaft attempt of difcharg- 


ing the duties of a fovereign. The 
life 
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372. REMARKS ON THE LIFE“ 
life’ of fuch a prince muft have proved 
inglorious to his people, and unhappy. 
to himfelf. He muft have found him- 
felf only the fecond perfon in. his kings 
dom, nay i the third or fourth: 
the leviathans of power, being feldom; 
if ever, without their coadjutors: and 
in that cafe, it is a point of condefcen- 
fion, to permit their royal mafter to be 
one of the groope. Our Engh/h com- 
mentaries, which are in truth a very me- 
lancholy, and a very reproachful hiftory, 
give us many mortifying inftances of this 
kind. I live fo detached from the great, 
world; and I keep myfelf at fuch a di- 
{tance from the high commerce of poli- 
tics, that I know little or nothing of the 
prefent times, and therefore can only 
inftruct you from my reading, and not 
from my experience. Your fate perhaps 
may lead you to have admittance to the 
facred clofet, or to approach the exalted 
fteps of the throne. . If that honour is 
in referve for you, ufe it in fuch a,man- 
ner, 
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ner, as fhall fhew, that you think your- 
felf accountable to Gop, and your coun- 
try, for every action of your life, Begin 
by conquering your own prejudices, and 
then endeavour to conquer thofe of your 
mafter. Make him in love with par- 
liaments, but let thofe parliaments be 
free. Bring him thoroughly acquainted, 
even with the minuteft branch of the 
conftitution. Study his honour. Pre- 
vent his paffions. Correct his errors. 
Keep England ever uppermoft in your 
thoughts : and confider the king of En- 
gland as only born for the good of his 
people. . Shield him, if  poffible, from 
flattery: it is a rock more fatal to 
princes, than Charybdis ever was to ma- 
riners. Guide his leifure to manly em- 
ployments, fuch as may preferve him 
from the enervating delicacies of a court. 
In your public capacity forget your re- 
lations, and your private friends. Know 
none but the friends of your country. 
Defpife all dignities that you have not 
20re 
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more than thoroughly deferved. «Fear 


e jnothing but your own confcience. ‘Aim 


at nothing ‘but the profperity ‘of the 
frate. ~ Remember, that Great Britain 1s 
an ifland, and that nature, by detach- 
ing it from the continent, has rendered 
our fituation particularly fortunate :) and 
has pointed out to us, in what element 
our chief ftrength is appointed. “Cherifh 
upon all occafions our naval armament : 
and fail not to oppofe your voice, againft 
any ‘greater number of land forces than 
are abfolutely neceffary: Ivhad almoft 
faid, neceflary for reviews in Hyde Park. 
A king, who enjoys the true affection 
of his people, will never ftand in need 
of foldiers to defend him. He will dread 
no competitor: he will apprehend no do- 
meftic danger. He will diftinguifh which 
of the powers abroad are his natural and 
political enemies, ‘and which’ are fo fi 
tuated, as to require his friendfhip and 
alliance. He will attend to the am- 
provement of the colonies in the We 
Indies, 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 335 
Indiés, and»to the different branches of 
trade that may fafely and wifely be en- 
couraged in the three different kingdoms. 

You find, my Hamizron, that I fup- 
pofe your imaginary fovereign capable 
of receiving inftruction, and you of giv- 
ingit. But far be it from me to wifh 
you his only counfellor, or (to exprefs 
myfelf more properly) his fole minifter : 
one, who draws every thing within the 
vortex of his own power: who is at 
once Admiral, general, “freafurer, Arch- 
bifhop, judge, and perpetual #giflator. 
Such a kind of magiftrate is odious to 
the Englifh conftitution. 

If fiom the two. houfes of parliament 
you feparate, or withdraw the King; 
the government will remain in the form 
of a republic, where every man has his 
part allotted to him, and is to co-operate 
with the reft, for the benefit of the collec- 
tive body of the people. What then is 5 
the King? Only the firft and chief ma- a 
giftrate, who atts in a fuperior degree es 

to 
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336 REMARKS ON ‘THE; LIFE: 
to the reft,’ All dignities; all honours 
flow: from. the crown.  .Such.a power. 
alone, exclufive of every other, will give. 
a prince fufficient authority throughout 
all his dominions: but he has many. 
more prerogatives. He has. the glori- 
ous privilege of pardoning offences, and 
rewarding ‘great actions :, while the odi- 
ous, or at leaft the reluctant parts of 
jurifdiction, fuch as punifhment, and 
condemnation, are allotted to his offi- 
cers: to himfelf alone, is left the god- 
like power of mercy and forgiveneds. 
From hence perhaps, kings have thought 
themfelves reprefentativesof Gop. Would 
to Gop, they thought themfelves re- 
prefentatives, of the, people... The law 
indeed, gerieroufly looks upon the King 
as incapable of doing wrong: Of what 
pernicious confequence therefore mult be 
the interpofition of a fingle man between 
the King: and the people? How much 
muft he eclipfe his mafter’s glory, and 
the profperity of the ftate ? His fituation 
will 
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will neceffarily make him act in an arbi- 
trary manner. He 1s anfwerable to the 
laws; and, if. his. orders are difputed, 
he is unhinged ; if they are difobeyed, he 
is undone, unlefs he has artfully brought 
his\.adverfaries. to..agreater degree of 
corruption than. himielf, and, in that 
cafe, _ But 1.muft,remember the 
boundaries of a letter, and muft confider, 





that, having ‘already. finifhed my moft 
material obfervations upon the life and 
writings of the Dean of © St: \PATRICK’s, 
it is time to draw. towards .an end. I 
originally chofe the topic, my dearetft 
Hamuirton, becaufe few characters could 
have afforded fo great.a, variety of faults 
and beauties. - Few men have been more 
known.and admired,.-or. more envied 
and cenfured, than. Dr. Swirt, » From 
the, gifts of nature, he had great pow- 
ers, -and.from the imperfeétion, of hu- 
manity, he. had many failings. I always 
confidered him as .an. d/racé and brief 
chronicle of the times: no. man being bet- 
| Z ter 
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338.) REMARKS-ON THE LIFE 
ter acquainted with human-nature, .both 
inthe higheft, and..in, the. loweft {cenes 
of life. His friends, and correfpondents, 
were the greateft and moft eminent men 
of the age. The fages of antiquity 
were often the companions of his clofet : 
and although he induftrioufly avoided 
an oftentation of learning, and generally 
chofe to draw his materials from his own 
{tore, yet his knowledge in the antient 
authors evidently appears from the 
ftrength of his fentiments, and the claf- 
fic correCtnefs of his ftyle. sri 
You muft have obferved, my dear 
fon, that I could not fubmit to be con- 
fined within the narrow limits of biogra- 
phical memoirs. I have gone into a 
more extenfive field, and, in my pro- 
grefs, I wifh I may have thrown out 
fuch hints, as fhall tend to form your 
mind to virtue and learning: the ulti- 
mate end of all my wifhes, and all my 
cares. Heaven grant, my HAMILTON, 


that I may deferve from you, the honour 
which 
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which HoRACE pays to“his father, 
(Infuevit pater boc me, ut fugerem exemplis 
vitiorum. &c.) when. you drop a filial 
tear over the grave of a 


Your mof? affectionate Father, 
your fincereft Friend, and 
your happy Companion, 


Leicefter Fields, 
Auguft 28, 1751. ORRERY. 
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